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Department  of  the  Army 
Washington,  D.C.  20310 


SECTION  1 1  Significant  Organization  or  Unit  Activitioa, 

1.  (U)  This  roport  covors  tho  period  1  January  1966  through  30  April 

1966  and  ia  submitted  in  compliance  with  AR  525-24  as  amended  by  Letter,  sub¬ 
ject «  Quarterly  Cetmand  Report,  RCS  COG  ‘0  -  28(R1),  dated  14  March  1966, 
..ctivitios  of  subordinate  units  aro  included  in  this  roport. 
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2.  (C)  l^pc  and  numbor  of  aircraft  authorized  1 

1  January  1966  -  6  April  1966:  S  ' 


a.  UH1B  26 

b.  UKLB(A)  (Armod)  36 

c.  UH1D  43 

d.  OIF  43 

e.  U6a  1 

7  April  1966  -30  April  1966 
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DOWNGRADED  AT  3  YEAR  INTERVALS 
DECLASSIFIED  AFTER  12  YEARS 
DOD  DIR  5200.10 


3  3  •"*  o  f>  Tho  52d  Aviation  Battalion  is  based  at  Camp  Holloway,  Ploiku, 

a  3  3  h  .eRVN.  Subordinate  units  consist  of  tho  following  units  locatod  as  indicated  1 

o  a  0  ■*-> 

O  r*  y 

„  O  c;  (1)  Headquarters  and  Hoadquartors  Detachment  -  Ploiku. 

D  *  b  3 

f.  5  .i  m  (^)  52d  Airlift  Platoon,  redesignated  on  1  February  1966  to  2d 

3  rlctoon,  172d  Aviation  Company  ( Airmobile  light)  -  Ploiku*  Equipped  with  UH1H 
0  i  w  0  «lreraft. 
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(3)  119th  Aviation  Ccupnny  (Airmobile  light) 
pod  with  UH1B  aircraft. 


Pleiku.  Equip- 


(4)  155th  Aviation  Company  (Airmobile  light)  -  Bon  Ha  Thuot. 
Equipped  with  UH1D  aircraft, 

(5)  16lst  Aviation  Company  (Airmobile  Light)  -  Camp  Lane,  15 
milea  Woet  of  Qui  Whon.  Equipped  with  JH1D  aircraft. 

(6)  ..Toth  Aviation  Coo;r.ny  (Airmobile  Light)  -  Ploiku.  Equip- 
pod  with  UH10  aircraft. 

(7)  174th  Aviation  Cavpany  (Airmobile  Light)  -  Carpi  lane. 
Squippod  with  UH1D  aircraft,  This  unit  Joiner!  tho  battalion  on  7  April  1966. 

(8)  219th  Aviation  Company  (Light  Obaorvation)  -  Ploiku. 
Equipped  uith  OIF  aircraft.  Thia  company  auppcrta  the  II  Corps  Visual  Recon- 
naiaaanco  Program  and  is  deployed  in  twolvo  soporato  locations  throughout  tho 
II  Corps  Area. 


3,  (C)  Operational  statistics  for  the  reported  period  appear  below. 


&.  Total  number  of  aircraft  hours  flown  during  "eported  period* 

36,133  hours. 


b.  Total  number  of  aircraft  sortios  flown  during  roportod  period* 

80,160  sorties. 

(1)  Tactical  and  logistical  sorties  in  support  of  Republic  of 
Vietnam  Forces  (RVNAF)  and  US  Forces  t  78,156  sortios. 

(2)  Training  and  Maintenance  sorties*  2003  sorties. 

4,  (U)  -bar  of  days  engaged  in  operation  and  training  during  the  re¬ 
ported  perlo<  :  0  days. 

5.  (U)  Training  aubjects  stressed* 
a.  Aviator  Training. 

(1)  Aviator  Standardization. 

(2)  Armed  Holicoptor  oscort  and  suppressive  tiro  tactics  and 

techniques. 

(3)  Effects  of  density  altitude  on  aircraft  operations, 

(4)  Dash  10  procedures, 

(5)  Airmobile  operations  training. 

(6)  Visual  reconnaissance, 

(7)  Aerial  observer  training. 

(8)  Flight  safety  training. 


(9)  Might  flyin^O'S^-'  ^  * 
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b.  Ground  Training, 

(1)  Crew  served  an  l  individual  weapons  training,  _ 

(2)  Holicopter  dr.  gunner  training. 

(3)  Gae'-uo  oi  forces  agroa-ont, 

(4)  Code  of  conduct, 

(5)  Modi  cal  Training* 

(6)  Escape  and  evasion  training. 

(7)  CBR  Training, 

(8)  Dofcnso  plans  and  alerts. 

6,  (C)  Dotailcd  description  of  ospocially  significant  operations  or 


events. 


a.  Recoption  of  tho  174th  Aviation  Con;>any  (AML)  and  detachments. 


(1)  The  advanced  part/  far  tho  174th  Aviation  Companyandvei 
at  Caaro  Holloway  on  26  torch  1966.  Ca  27  torch  t'ioy  wore  moved  to  Camp  Inno 
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a  30  day  period  to  bocona  operational.  D-Day  was  establishoi  as  9  '*pril  19 
AKoan  from  Battalion  Personnel  moved  to  Car.p  lano  and 
tvarsonnol  and  financo  rocords  for  tho  caapany.  Tho  52d  Avn  »  OPL  w  3  . 
scribod  tho  thirty  day  training  program  for  tho  l?4th >s  ^tional  training. 
This  training  is  progressing  on  schodulo  as  of  30  April  19  •  \ 

b.  The  arrival  at  Cano  Holloway  of  tho  604th  ^ansportation  Ccnpany 

tu0  604th  TC  Comoany  (DS),  assigned  to  tho  i4th  Transportation  Batt,  1 

Iot  "but  based  at  Camp  Holiday,  hostod  by  tho  52d  Avn  to.  They  were  pra- 

vi’ad  billits  and  mossing  facilities  until  they  wore  ablo  to  provido  for 
solves.  Thoir  main  body  arrived  at  Camp  Hollowly  on  15  torch  1966. 

7,  (C)  Summary  of  Major  Tactical  Operation x  Tho  past  roperting  period 

hr  s  boon  characterized  by  increased  support  with  a  commensurate  decrease  in 
day-to-day  support  for  Sector,  Special  Forces  and  other 

;>n  after-action  report  for  each  major  operation  conduct od  during  reporting 
period  is  attached  as  indosuros.  Ustod  bolow  in  chronological  order  aro 
major  operations  with  inclusive  dates  and  indosure  number. 


bor  1* 


a.  Operation  tosherAfoitwing,  17  Jan  -  17  Fob  66.  Indosure  nun- 

b.  Operation  Garfield,  25  Fob  -  24  tor  66.  Indosure  number  2. 
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o.  Operation  Tiger  V,  23  ffcr  -  27  Mir  66,  Inclosuro  nunbor  3. 


d.  Operation  Lincoln,  25  l&r  -  7  Apr  66.  Inolosure  nunbor  IL 

e«  Unnamed  Operation  in  support  of  22d  ARVN  Division,  14  Apr  — 

16  Apr  66.  Inclosure  numoor  5. 

i.  Operation  Longfellow,  1',  Apr  -  1  May  66.  Indoauro  nunbor  6. 

g.  Unnamed  Operation  in  support  of  the  22d  ARVI?  Division,  30  Apr 
66.  Inclosure  nunbor  7. 

0.  (U)  Personnel  and  Morale  Activities: 

a,  EEROS  of  Battalion  Officers:  Effoctivo  15  April  66,  a  transfer 
^f  approximately  120  officers  from  one  unit  to  anothor  was  made  to  oqually  dis¬ 
tribute  each  company  within  tho  battalion,  officer  personnel  departing  this 
cosnand  during  tho  same  month.  This  infussion  process  allows  each  unit  to 
lose  officer  personnel  without  losing  tho  effectiveness  of  its  operation  at 
any  one  time. 

b.  Infussion  1st  Cav  Div:  Tho  1st  Cav  Dlv  effeotod  tho  above  in¬ 
fussion  of  tho  Division  during  April  1966.  As  a  rosult  of  the  infussion,  this 
battalion  rocoived  approximately  25  offioors  which  wore  absorbod  without  ap¬ 
preciable  turbulence. 


c.  finance  Operations 

(1)  neileu  Finance  Dotachrent  (rrovieional)  was  organized  under 
0040,  Hqs,  let  Log  Ctod,  dtd  30  March  66.  The  offiee  was  opened  for  business1 
<»  1  April  66.  Authorized  strength  ie  2  officers  and  8  enlisted  men. 

(2)  Initial  operations  aro  as  a  Claes  B  sgont  office.  Its  par¬ 
ent  unit  ie  tho  13th  Finance  Detachment,  Qul  Nhon.  The  Ploiku  Dotachaent  will 
booomo  an  independent  office,  tentatively,  on  21  Ifey  66, 

(3)  Current  sorvicoe  pi'ovldod  aro  as  follows: 

(a)  Computation  and  payment  of  all  types  of  pay  and  allw- 
ancos,  both  during  tho  month  and  on  regular  paydays,  for  non-di visional  and 
non-MACV  personnel. 


(b)  Conversion  of  currency.  This  includes  providing  pia- 
stros  to  agent  offioere,  converting  currency  at  the  Finance  Office,  and  con¬ 
verting  MPO  to  U.S.  currency  at  tho  Now  Ploiku  airport  for  personnel  depart¬ 
ing  on  R&R  and  leave. 


(o)  Funding  and  examination  of  Improet  Funds  for  tho  52d 
Aviation  Battalion,  Company  A,  Al*t  Signal  Battalion  and  3d  Brigido,  25th  Inf¬ 
antry  Division. 


(d)  Processing  documents  affecting  military  pay,  primarily 
allotment  authorizations. 


(o)  Selling  troasury  chocks  of  oven  denominations  to  postal 
officers  and  non-appropriated  fund  activities.  When  Ploiku  Finance  Detachment 
begins  to  operate  as  a  separate,  independent  office,  treasury  checks  will  be 
sold  to  individuals  for  any  amount  excooding  $99.99. 
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(1)  Tho  566th  Army  Postal  Unit  assumod  oporations  of  APO  96318 
cn  25  tfcrch  1966.  Prior  to  this  Into,  postal  oporations  were  handled  by  Air 
Forco  postal  personnel,  t'-'r  ^  tlv.n  $238,000.00  worth  of  money  orders  wore  sold 
at  Camp  Holloway  during  the  month  of  April.  Iferool  post  sales  ran  Just  ever 
$3,000.00,  Tho  ATO  9631ft  receivo :  13 '3  sacks,  pouchos  and  outside  pioces  dur¬ 
ing  the  same  month.  Additionally,  906  sacks,  pouchoa  and  outside  pdeoea  wore 
dispatched. 

e.  Special  Services! 

(1)  Two  U30  shows  performed  for  tho  battalion  crsonnol  during 
thie  period:  The  Ann  Jfcrgret  Show  and  tho  Janoe  Drury  Show. 

(2)  A  s;xscial  project  is  undor  way  to  establish  a  recreation 
area  at  Loko  Bon  Ho.  Ibis  i3  a  Jointly  sponsored  project  with  other  units  in 
the  Plciku  area.  Tho  battalion  is  responsible  for  constructing  Bnr-B-Q  pits 
and  tho  lifo  guard  s tarda  .  • 

(3)  A  larger  library  building  has  been  o*>oned  and  sufficient 
numbors  of  books  and  magizinos  are  being  received. 

f.  Civic  Actions! 

(1)  IXiring  tho  reporting  ;»riod,  tho  battalion  was  roprosontod 
in  both  the  II  Corps  Community  Halations  Council. and  tho  riolku  Viotnauose- 
Amorican  Friendship  Council. 

(2)  The  basic  construction  of  tho  Tloiku  Or  pans  go  was  conplotod 
during  this  quarter  and  plans  made  to  present  tho  bv. biding  to  the  Province  in 
Iby  66.  This  in  felt  to  be  a  significant  accomplishment  in  that  this  battal¬ 
ion  alone  has  carried  this  sizoablo  projoct  from  start  to  completion. 

(3)  Tho  155th  Aviation  Company  in  Ban  to  Thuut  has  continued 
to  assist  tho  Catholic  flrphanago  thoro. 

(A)  Soveral  hundred  pounds  of  clothing  and  nodical  supplies 
wero  donated  by  various  individuals  throughout  tho  battalion  and  delivered  to 
the  Itofugoe  Cantor  at  Tan  Canh, 

g.  Religious  Activities  : 

(1)  During  thi6  roportod  period,  wo  battalion  was  responsible 
for  all  Roligioua  Activities  in  tho  battalion.  A  second  Chaplain  was  assigned 
during  tho  last  month  of  the  period.  This  provides  tho  battalion  with  ono 
Frotostant  and  one  Catholic  Chaplain. 

(2)  IXiring  this  poriod  a  total  of  75  Religious  Services  were 
conducted  with  a  total  attendance  of  1882. 

h.  Awards  and  Decorations:  Tho  following  awards  and  decorations 
'.ore  presented  during  tho  period  1  January  1966  through  30  April  1966: 

Legion  of  Horit  1 

DFC  15 

Bronze  Star  18 
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Soldiers  Modal 

k 

/dr  ifcdal  "V" 

.18 

/dr  Modal 

1284 

/any  Conmtniation  rk.a-.l  »V“ 

3 

Army  Cvasso.vlaticn  . 

28 

Purnlo  Heart 

15 

9.  (U)  Avinti Safety:  Tho  continued  command  eiiphasis  on  accident 
prevention  has  rosulta.l  in  a  minimum  number  of  cceiflonts  within  tho  52d  Avn 
Bn.  During  this  period  six  accidents  woro  recordod,  Of  these,  throo  were 
ninor  and  three  woro  major  accidents.  Of  the  throo  major  accidents,  one  was 
duo  to  jatoriol  failure,  A  second  major  accident  was  caused  by  a  tin  roof 
which  was  blown  up  through  tho  rotor  blades  during  take  off  causing  the  hoi- 
icoptor  to  crash.  The  third  major  accident  was  tho  result  of  losing  rotor 
ilPM  on  tako-eff  from  a  confined  area, 

Tho  219th  Avn  Co  (Fixed  VJin,?)  and  the  2d  Fit,  172d  Avn  Co  had  an 
accidont  froe  reporting  period.  both  units  have  boon  accident  freo  since 
October  1965. 

10.  (C)  Intelligence  and  Security: 
a.  Intelligence. 

(1)  General: 

Considerable  combat  Intelligence  activity  was  gonerated 
during  this  quarter  by  an  almost  continual  series  of  battalion-size  operat¬ 
ions.  Constant  liaison  and  oxchango  of  intelligence  was  maintained  with  tho 
intelligence  agencies  of  tho  ARVN  Airborne  Division,  1st  Air  Cavalry  Divis¬ 
ion,  and  U.S.  Special  Forces  during  Operation  Mashor/Whito  Wing  (Jan-Feb). 
Operations  Garfiold,  Lincoln  and  Irngfollcw  (Fob-Mar-Apr)  nocossitatod  closo 
coordination  of  intelligonoa  activities  with  the  3d  Brigade,  25th  Infantry 
Division.  The  close  liaison  established  between  tho  aviation  battalion  in¬ 
telligence  soction  and  supported  and  adjacent  units  provided  a  continuous 
up-to-dato  intelligence  picture  for  all  aviation  elements, 

(2)  Visual  Deconnaistanco: 

A  greatly  accelaratod  VR  program  was  initiated  during  this 
qunrtor.  It  was  found  that  providing  a  tactical  platoon  of  0-1  aircraft  to 
supported  units  during  combat  operations  yioldod  optimum  rosults  and  rospon- 
eivtnoss.  In  several  instancos,  supported  units  were  found  to  be  relatively 
unaware  of  tho  full  cap&bilitios  of  VR  aircraft,  and  has  to  bo  educated.  Ex¬ 
treme  flexibility  of  0-1  support  was  demonstrated  during  Operation  Garfiold, 
Lincoln  and  Iongfollow,  In  many  ensos  normal  VU,  radio  rolay,  and  artillory 
observation  and  adjustment  missions  wore  combined  and  accomplished  by  a  single 
aircraft  sortie. 

It  was  found,  during  this  period,  that  the  use  of  arnod  reconnaissance  x 
toons  consisting  of  ono  0-1  and  two  armed  UH-1  aircraft,  working  closely  to- 
gothor  oould  cover  a  groat  expanse  of  torrain  In  a  very  short  timo,  When  on 
Area  of  suspeotod  onecy  activity  was  discovered  it  could  be  immediately  probod 
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by  fire  and  results  rapidly  rep^ftod1,  ^  ^mfiToynont  of  0-1/UH-l  teams  was 
extromoly  successful  in  tho  hi^hlarda  whoro  the  terrain  is  a  rolling  find  gen¬ 
erally  covered  by  heavy  volution, 

to 

b.  Socurityi 

(1)  Control  of  VW  Icrs  .r.alt 


C-.r.si-.cr.iblo  on.^ias}.s  has  boon  iliced  on  all  aspects  of  con¬ 
trol  of  indigo nouj  personnel,  Close  liaison  an c -.operation  has  been  maintained 
with  ARVN  Military  Security  Sorvico,  Civilian  Por3cnn^l  C.'i'icor,  VN  National 
Police,  and  U.S.  Counter  Intelligence  agonts.  Four  VC  su  ; cts  were  discovered 
and  eliminated  thru  /JIVN  M.S.S.  channels. 

A  strict  search  proccJuro  h  .s  boon  implemented  and  has  rosulted  in  vir¬ 
tual  elimination  of  nil  thiovery  and  other  attempts  to  tako  unauthorized  items 
off-poet. 


(2)  Physical  Security  and  Dofonso: 

A  continuous  daily  emphasis  on  ovory  phase  of  physical  soo- 
urity  and  dofonse  has  periodically  -  .sod  weak  points  end  areas  roquirlng  im¬ 
provement.  An  aggressive  night  coub-.t  patrol  program  has  boon  initiated  dur¬ 
ing  thio  roporting  period.  Those  patrols  and  ambushes  conducted  in  tho  areas 
of  likoly  enemy  approaches  surrounding  Camp  Holloway  have  paid  dividends. 

During  tho  recent  coordinated  VC  attack  on  the  I'leiku  area,  Camp  Holloway  was 
the  only  major  installation  not  fired  upon.  Just  prior  to  this  enemy  activity 
&.  U.S,  night  patrol  from  Holloway  disc-.wrod  and  fired  upon  a  group  of  VC  vto 
broko  contact  and  fled.  Upon  checking  tho  area  the  patrol  found  baskets  con¬ 
taining  CHICOM  82mm  mortar  rounds,  charges  and  fuzes.  It  is  felt  this,  in  fact, 
deterred  the  VC  element  programmed  to  attack  Camp  Holloway. 

o.  Additional  Activitios  -  Hoc option  of  New  Units < 

(1)  In  April  tho  52d  Aviation  Battalion  gained  another  now  unit, 
tho  174th  Aviation  Company  (All).  Viiu  battalion  intelligence  6oction  providod 
the  following  to  tho  now  unit  l 

(s)  Ccmploto  basic  load  of  naps 

(b)  Current  OB  map  of  II  Corps 

(c)  Channels  for  receiving  daily  ISUM's  and  AA  fire  reports. 

(d)  A  ocoplote  security  briefing  and  security  procedures  SOP. 

(2)  Upon  arrival  of  tho  new  unit  an  intelligence  briefing  was 
given  which  included  all  aspects  of  enemy  siutation,  weather,  torrain  and  es¬ 
cape  and  evaaion  techniques. 

11.  (C)  Operational  Activitios : 

a.  Tactical  Airnobility  Concopts,  Tho  concopti  of  conducting  air¬ 
mobile  operations  in  tho  battalion  have  r.ocossarily  been  a  subjoct  of  constant 
review.  The  incroasod  capability  of  tho  enemy  to  mass  more  effective  anti-air¬ 
craft  weapons,  and  this  increasing  offoctivonoss  has  prompted  tho  battalion  to 
exploro  new  ideas  and  concopts.  Tho  companies  of  tho  battalion  have  boon  en- 
couragod  to  experiment  with  and  develop  now  techniques  and  present  them  to  the 
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Battalion 'a  quarterly  Tactical  Symposium  which  waa  conducted  during  April  of 
this  quarter.  Primary  purpose  of  this  meeting  of  representatives  (ccrasanding 
officers,  operations  officers,  and  gun  platoon  leaders)  of  all  subordinate 
units  was  to  standardize  tactical  techniques  and  procedures  both  for  sore  ef¬ 
fective  operations  within  the  bathe '  ion  and  to  facilitate  the  supported  units 
planning  and  operations.  The  highlights  of  the  moating  discussed  are  attached 
as  inclosure  number  6. 

b,  Roorgr-i''  1  Aviation  Company*  Tho  Bittalion  was  alorted  on  16 
March  66  to  conduct  r.  test  on  the  roorgnnized  aviation  company  that  was  to 
consist  of  23  UHlD's  and  3  UfHB(A)is,  Tho  tost  bogan  on  17  March  and  continued 
through  13  April  66,  The  results,  conclusions  and  recommendations  arc  listed 
in  indosuro  number  9, 

o.  Increased  support  of  U.S.  units.  The  battalion,  beginning  with 
Oporation  Garfield  on  25  February  1966,  has  had  a  significant  chango  in  its 
mode  of  operations.  In  tho  past  tho  battalion  has  normally  supported  only 
A3VN  units  with  small  oporation3  of  short  duration.  With  tho  beginning  of 
V.r field,  tho  battalion  has  been  in  continuous  support  of  U.S.  units  with  only  ■ 
short  breaks  botwoon  major  operations,  Tho  continuous  support  provided  has 
greatly  incroased  overall  flying  time  and  has  consequently  hampered  the  bat¬ 
talions  maintenance  program  with  an  advorso  offset  on  aircraft  availability. 

All  indications  point  to  this  stoady  puco  continuing  indefinitly.  In  addition 
to  tho  effoct  that  this  increased  support  to  U.S.  units  has  had  on  this  bat- 
tations  operations  and  maintenance,  it. has  had  an  adverse  effect  on  the  amount 
of  support  that  this  battalion  has  had  and  will  have  available  with  which  to 
support  tho  ARVN  forces. 

12,  (C)  Logistical  Activities: 

a.  S-4  Activities: 

(1)  Tho  reorganization  of  USARV  into  Support  Commands  under 
tho  1st  Logistical  Command  has  prov  very  successful  particularly  in  tactical 
resupply.  This  unit  formerly  dealt  „..:vctly  with  the  1st  Log  Command  in 
Saigon.  Now,  aftor  extonsivo  reorganization  and  instructions  to  subordinate 
units,  supply  procedures  are  beginning  to  bocono  routine.  Tho  Qui  Nhon  Sup¬ 
port  Comaand  has  establishod  a  Ploiku  Support  Aroa  adjacent  to  Camp  Holloway. 
Plciku  Support  Area  provides  all  classos  of  supply,  imprest  funds,  laundry, 
class  A  rations  and  repair  facilities  for  all  US  Arny  olemente  in  the  Ploiku 
are*.  Additionally,  they  provide  class  I,  m,  and  V  to  this  unit  when 
engagod  in  tactical  operations  anywhere  within  tho  Qui  Nhon  Support  Command 
zone.  The  155th  Avn  Co  (AlIL)  i3  based  and  nom\lly  operates  in  the  Nha  Trang 
Support  Ccmmand  Aroa,  and  is  supplied  from  Nha  Trang  Support  Ccnmand.  In  the 
past  it  waild  seem  that  Ploiku  was  located  at  the  end  of  tho  supply  line. 

Between  tho  pilferage  and  lost  shipments  and  the  oponing  and  closing  of  the 
;5R  to  Qol  Nhon  we  received  little  or  nothing.  Under  the  now  systom  and  the 
build-up  of  demand  data  and  stockagc  at  tho  Pleiku  Support  Area  this  unsat¬ 
isfactory  situation  has  been  greatly  alloviatod.  There  continues  a  lack  of 
construction  materials  such  as  comant,  sandbags,  lumbar,  asphalt  and  fixturos, 
etc,  Tho  lack  of  available  tentage  has  compounded  our  billeting  problem  to  an 
ovor-crowdod  condition  throughout  tho  battalion.  During  tho  quartor  tho  assis¬ 
tance  of  the  let  Log  Ccod  has  relieved  tho  battalion  of  tho  responsibility  of 
maintaining  eighteen  prostock  points  for  class  III  and  V.  Wo  ore  proscntly 
involved  in  returning  or  turning  in  equipment  which  was  formerly  locatod  through¬ 
out  tho  II  Corps  CTZ.  It  is  anticipated  that  by  1  Juno  prestock  points  along 
with  equipment  and  personnel  will  bo  maintained  only  at  Kontun,  Ploiku,  "hoo 
Roo  and  Ban  Me  Thuot, 
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(2)  This  unit  was  tr.s’-o.l  with  sponsoring  tho  174th  Avn  Co  (AML) 
which  arrived  in  Qui  Nhon  in  oarly  .  v'l.  Work  ordors  wore  subaittod  for  con¬ 
struction  of  necessary  facilities,  t*. pinner  construction  of  ramps  and  helipads 
has  boon  completed,  Requisitions  for  oxpondablcs,  class  Il(A),  IV  and  IV(A;V  * 
were  submitted  to  Qui  Nhon  Support  Coaruand,  Coordination  for  unloading  troops, 
oquipaent,  intorim  transportation,  water,  fuel  and  other  requirooonts  was  ao- 
oomplishsd  both  prior  and  aftor  the  arrival  of  the  advance  party  of  the  unit. 


(3'  r.is  unit  was  also  tasked  with  sponsoring  tho  604th  Trans¬ 
portation  Co  (Db)  which  arrived  in  Qui  Nhon  in  mid-February.  Work  ordors  and 
requisitions  woro  also  submitted  in  preparation  of  tho  arrival  of  this  unit 
to  be  billeted  at  Camp  Holloway.  Coordination  of  unloadin.  r.a  movement  to 
tho  Ploiku  area  was  accomplished  both  prior  and  aftor  the  arrival  of  tho  ad¬ 
vance  party,  Tho  unit  wont  to  work  and  constructed  its  perimeter  adjacent  to 
tho  Camp  Holloway  fonco  and  engineer  offort  commenced  to  construct  ramps,  hard-, 
stands  and  hangar  buildings. 


(4)  Despite  tho  shortago  of  seme  critical  construction  materials 
some  pro  gross  was  made  in  continuing  construction  of  buildings  and  othor  install 
lotions  at  Camp  Hollcway,  Ban  !to  Thuot  and  Phu  Tr.i  location.  A  new  dispensery 
for  Camp  Holloway  was  completed.  4  water  storago  facility  cf  50,000  gallons 
capacity  is  nearly  complete,  4  pipe  line  to  a  new  water  source  wa3  installed 
..'.long  with  required  pumping  and  purifying  equipment.  Many  other  miscellaneous 
v-rks  wero  accomplished  such  as  construction  of  additional  bunkors,  renovation 
>\f  roads  in  preparation  for  tho  rainy  soason.  It  is  anticipated  that,  duo  to 
tho  buildup  and  tho  material  shortage,  even  loss  construction  work  will  be  ac¬ 
complished  during  tho  next  quarter. 

b,  Maintenance  Activities  i 

(1)  The  assignment  of  additional  uinnobilo  company  during  \ 
tho  quartor,  in  addition  to  tho  two  a  ,  i  jnod  during  tho  last  part  of  tho  pro-  \ 
vioue  quartor  preeontod  soveral  problem  aroas.  Two  of  tho  units  arrlvod  with 
miniaum  ossontial  equipmont,  thoreforo  a  limited  malntcnanco  capability  han- 
pored  affective  operations  during  tho  period.  Although  a  portion  of  tho  equip¬ 
ment  was  rocoived,  there  are  several  major  items  still  intrnnsit  which  continue 
to  block  an  offoctive  naintonanco  program. 


(2)  During  tho  quartor  the  UH1B  540  rotor  system  camo  into 
ipe ration  within  tho  cotxvand.  Cno  unit  discovered  the  teflon  bearings  woro 
failing,  Tho  floet  was  grounded  until  now  bearings  could  be  obtained  from 
CONUS  and  installed  on  all  systems.  Tho  failure  was  determined  to  bo  tho  re¬ 
sult  of  improper  preservation  methods  used  Wiion  preparing  tho  aircraft  for 
overseas.  No  furthor  failuros  oc cured  after  boaring  replacement. 


(3)  Units  within  this  organization  havo  dovisod  several  quick 
chango  units  for  uso  in  roccvoring  downed  aircraft.  They  are  used  as  a  tem¬ 
porary  fix  so  that  tho  aircraft  may  bo  flown  back  to  ths  base  camp  where  re- 
rairs  may  bo  oomplotod.  These  include i 

(a.)  Quick  cxmect  fuel  tank,  Projoctilos  ponot rating  the 
fuol  tank  have  oausod  aircraft  to  be  foroed  down  in  tho  landing  zones  or  while 
onroute,  A  long  range  fuol  tank  has  boon  fitted  with  flexible  tubing  of  suf¬ 
ficient  longth  to  run  from  tho  cargo  compartment  along  tho  exterior  of  the  air¬ 
craft  to  tho  engine  compartment.  Through  uso  of  the  connections  there  tho  tank 
is  oonnectod  directly  to  the  fuel  filter  system,  leaving  the  damaged  tank 
completely  out  of  the  system.  This  oan  be  acccmpliehcd  in  a  nattor  of  minutes, 
thereby  allowing  tho  aircraft,  to  bo  flown  providing  other  major  damages  are 
not  sustained. 
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(b)  Quick  connoct  >11  cooler.  The  UH1B  operational  tine 
la  extroanly  limited  whon  the  oil  cooler  it  damaged,  A  quick  chango  ooolor, 
to  ba  fit  tod  oxtoranlly  on  tho  hoatur  door  was  davisoi,  Flexible  tubing  was 
then  routed  through  the  cowling  fire  accoaa  doora  to  the  engine  oil  pump 
outlet  and  ongine  oil  tank  inlot.  The  installation  requiring  a  maximum  of 
fifteen  ninutaa  tiao  allows  the  c.ircntft  to  be  flown  provided  there  are  no 
major  danacea  auatainod. 


c.  Modical  .;c>ivit,..oot 


(1)  Ooncrals 

(a)  This  past  quarter  saw  a  sizoablo  expansion  in  the 
battalion  nodical  facilitios,  With  the  arrival  of  two  new  aimabilo  com¬ 
panies  about  tho  first  of  the  year,  their  nodical  detachments  fc econo  oper¬ 
ational  inaodiately,  Tho  756th  Med  Dotachnant  sot  up  to  support  the  161st 
Company  at  Phu  Tai  and  tho  755th  Joined  with  tho  94th  Dotachnent  and  52d 
'.ledioal  soction  to  form  the  consolidated  Canp  Holloway  dispensary, 

(b)  The  now  1001X20'  nodical  dispensary  wae  finally  con¬ 
victed  late  April,  This  now  spacious  building  plus  a  personnel  conplinont  now 
up  to  full  TOE  strength  should  greatly  facilitate  the  nodical  support  wo  now 
provilo  for  somo  2000  troops. 


(c)  Tho  transition  free  tho  12th  Aviation  Group  to  the 
17th  Aviation  Group  in  April  wae  carried  out  smoothly,  Unison  activities 
with  the  group  surgeon  soction  seem  to  be  improved  as  ccnpared  with  pre¬ 
vious  association. 


(2)  Health  of  the  Command* 

(a)  Thore  have  boon  no  remarkable  incidonts  of  serious 
diseases  or  injuries  to  report.  Self  limiting  respiratroy  and  gastrointestinal 
disorder*  continue  to  be  our  moat  commonly  seen  complaint. 

(b)  Reports  of  several  case  of  cholera  among  tho  nearby 
Montagnards  during  April  66  prompted  ua  to  immunize  all  American  Personnel 
who  had  not  received  the  ehot  In  the  five  previous  months  ns  voll  as  all  in- 
diginous  workers  on  tho  compound.  No  cases  of  the  disease  occur ed  nt  Hollow- 

**7# 


(c)  A  second  daily  sick  oall  has  boen  set  up  at  1330  hrs. 
this  is  dono  to  help  accomodato  tho  over  expanding  nurjber  of  troops  on  the 
compound  as  well  as  to  provide  on  additional  flexibility  in  nodical  support. 

(d)  The  TO  rato  has  rlesn  rutlwr  sharply  this  period. 
This  Is  believed  duo  to  tho  influx  of  many  now  prostitutes  in  the  Plelku  area 
as  well  as  the  mergence  of  many  cases  of  penicillin  resistant  gonorrhea  due 
no  doubt  to  the  prophylactic  penicillin  program.  Tho  program  has  recently 
been  streamlined  to  sono  degroe  of  having  the  prostitutes  report  to  one  cen¬ 
tral  location  for  thoir  shots  rather  than  having  the  medioal  town  go  around 
tc  each  bar  and  brothol. 

(o)  The  dental  clinic  has  moved  into  the  old  dispensary, 
thus  m&rkodly  improving  this  physical  facilitios.  They  have  acquired  a  soo- 
ond  dentist,  a  dental  je-ray  unit  and  a  high  apeed  drill  to  aid  them  in  pro¬ 
viding  prompt  and  officiant  dental  oars  for  the  area. 
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(3)  Veterinary  Data: 

The  veterinary  corps  has  bolstered  thoir  coverage  and  are 
now  able  to  provide  bimonthly  visits  to  tho  Pleiku  area.  A  tremendous  in¬ 
crease  in  pets  has  boon  noticed  at  Moll  any  all  of  which  oust  bo  vaccinated 
and  lcaahod  or  are  subject  t,  disposal  from  tho  compound. 

(A)  Provontivo  Medicine  Data: 

2r.  February  66,  tho  battalion  /  ’cd  an  tICO  and  EM  from 
c*  oh  company  for  a  brief  courso  in  field  sanitation  ^ivei,  cy  the  Provontivo 
Medicine  loan  freo  An  Xho.  This  team  also  began  providing  monthly  visits  to 
assist  in  tho  sanitation  inspection  of  tho  water  plant,  local  ice  plants, 
garbage  and  •  owe  go  disposal,  ^oss  halls,  barber  shop  and  latrines. 

(5)  Supplies: 

i 

Tho  bottleneck  in  supplies  have  been  for  tho  most  part  ro-  ! 
solved.  The  32d  Modical  Dopot  in  Qui  Mhen  now  seems  to  bo  able  to  provide 
us  with  nacessary  supplies  within  a  reasonable  time  frame. 


SECTION  II:  Lessons  Learned  and  C'  inders  Ro  commendations 
1,  (C)  Lossons  Loamodi 

a.  Item:  EEROS  adjustment. 

Discussion:  The  rapid  buildup  of  troops  in  this  thoatro  has  ere¬ 
cted  an  acute  personnel  problem  that  has  undoubtably  affected  all  units.  largo 
numbers  of  porsonnol,  beth  officer  nnl  enlisted,  become  eligible  for  rotation 
at  tho  same  time.  With  tho  input  of  three  airmobile  ccr, panics  since  December 
1965,  this  battalion  has  almost  doubled  in  strength. 

Lesson  Learned:  That  immediate  adjustment  through  transfer  of 
personnel,  both  officer  and  enlisted,  must  bo  made  throughout  tho  battalion 
in  ordor  to  stagger  rotation  dates  and  minimize  tho  affect  of  porsonnol  lossoa 
within  each  company.  Although  mss  transfer  of  porsonnol  from  every  unit  has 
a  temporary  adverse  offset  on  morale  and  im;x>ses  a  largo  workload  on  adminis¬ 
tration  initially,  it  has  proved  to  be  of  groat  benefit  in  maintaining  tho 
highest  possiblo  operational  effectiveness  under  existing  conditions. 

b.  Itomt  Aircraft  performance  in  tho  Control  Highlands 

Discussion:  This  battalion  has  experienced  several  incidents 
during  tho  reporting  period.  Most  of  those  incidents  could  bo  properly  de¬ 
scribed  as  "poor  judgement"  type  accidents,  however,  inexperience  and  continu¬ 
ous  stressful  operating  conditions  were  contributing  factors.  Density  altitude 
and  its  effect  on  aircreft  performance  has  been  a  principal  contributing  factor. 
On  many  days  tho  density  altitude  oocccods  5000  feet.  This  reduces  consider¬ 
ably  tho  ability  of  helicopters  to  perform.  This  condition  roquiros  roducod 
loads  and  increased  alertness  on  tho  port  of  tho  aviators  concerned. 

Lesson  Learned:  Tho  use  of  tho  "go-no-go"  oard  is  the  best 
method  available  undor  any  given  condition  to  determine  reserve  power  avail¬ 
able.  All  aviators  must  bs  kncwlodgoablo  and  proficient  in  tho  ueo  of  this 
aothod,  and  must  periodically  bo  roquired  to  demonstrate  propor  use  of  this 
procedure. 
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o.  Item  Aviator  Fatijuo, 

Discussion!  This  re;  '.ns  period  has  soon  a  sharp  inoroas#  of 
prolongod  flsld  operations,  placing  an  increased  load  on  tho  individual  aviator, 
UAita  ha ro  boon  roquired  to  eportte  in  tho  field  eontinously  for  soveral  vookSr 
Xt  is  not  unoomon  for  aviators  to  log  6  to  G  hours  flying  tine  daily,  "•  ’’  -;l 

lesson  Learned  t  That  commanders  at  company,  platoon  and  sec¬ 
tion  lovol  oust  continually  monitor  oach  aviators  Light  time  and  be  alert  to 
doteet  signs  of  fatigue.  Tho  flight  surgeon  nust  aloo  taka  on  aotive  Interest 
in  this  area,  Bich  aviator  should  bo  rdvon  poriodio  breaks  to  roliovo  the  pres¬ 
sure  and  allow  him  to  rocupporato  physically  whon  and  if  possible. 

d.  Item  Pinnacle  Approachoe, 

Discussion  t  Most  aviators  have  a  tondaney  to  sake  their  approach¬ 
es  to  pinnados  too  shallow.  This  typo  of  approach  has  throe  distinct  disadvan¬ 
tages!  it  forces  tho  pilot  to  operate  in  tho  area  of  maximum  turbulence  for  a 
longor  period  during  tho  approach,  it  restricts  visual  survoillanco  of  the  land¬ 
ing  area  at  tho  critical  period  Juot  before  touchdown  by  requiring  a  flare,  and  . 
lastly,  full  effect  of  the  low  rcoonnaiseanoo  (short  final)  is  lessonod  by  ro- 
dueod  visibility  and  lower  anglo  of  sight  allowing  loss  roaction  tine  with  which 
to  abort,  should  it  bo  necessary,  . 

Lesson  Loamodi  That  initial  entry  for  a  pinn&do  approach  should 
range  from  normal  to  a  steep  angle  of  approach  ccnoonsurato  with  wind  conditions. 
Ttiis  gives  the  aviator  maximum  advantage  and  roducos  tho  possibility  of  error  io 
a  minimus.  \ 

s.  Itoar  Use  of  firs  producing  ordnance  In  12  declaration. 

Discussion  >  Fires  in  tho  landing  zone  are  often  started  by  the 
prestrike  by  .Ur  Force  and/or  /artillery.  Arnod  holicoptors  souotines  start 
fires  with  tho  2.7$  inch  rockets  and  tr&eor  ammunition  during  suppressive  fire. 

Tho  worst  fires  are  started  by  napalm  and  whito  phophorous.  Napalm  will  in¬ 
variably  start  fires  while  whits  phosphorous  will  probably  start  fires,  but  its  - 
own  characteristic  whits  smoko  is  another  sorious  hazard.  Smoke  makes  it  diff¬ 
icult  for  armod  seo6rt  helicopters  to  cover  a  landing  formation.  It  often 
obscures  the  landing  zone,  making  a  as  fa  landing  extremely  difficult  and  some¬ 
times  impossible.  Upon  occassions,  tho  ground  troops  have  been  forced  by  fire 
to  abandon  an  12.  On  one  ocoassion  a  disabled,  but  only  slightly  dona god  hel¬ 
icopter  was  completed  destroyed  by  fire  started  from  naplam  used  during  the 
prestrlko. 

lesson  learned  i  Whon  the  area  in  and  around  an  IZ  is  likely  to 
bum,  restrict  the  type  of  ordnanco  to  be  used  during  tho  preparation  to  that 
least  likely  to  cause  fire]  let  fragmentation  bombs,  CBU's,  cannon  firs,  high 
explosive  with  fuze  VT,  etc, 

f.  Item:  Congested  landing  Zonos, 

Discussion!  Throughout  the  areas  of  oporatlcn  in  tho  Control 
Highland*,  landing  sonoa  arc  of  too  small  and  inadequate.  Normal  procedure  for 
the  U.S,  units  that  this  battalion  support  is  to  oo-looats  the  infantry  bat¬ 
talion  oosmand  post  with  a  security  force  of  company  size  and  the  battalion's 
direct  support  artillery  battery.  Upon  initial  occupation  tho  socurity  fores 
la  placed  in  tbs  IZ  first,  Thoroaftor  the  remainder  of  the  elements  are  liftod 
in.  Where  the  12  is  small,  subsequent  lifts  have  bseemo  hazardous  beoausa  of 
the  congested  condition*  caused  by  CH-47's  unloading  artillery.  This  further 
reduce#  the  usabls  area  within  an  12. 
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Lesson  Lcarnod:  Hiring  occupation  of  a  snail  LZ,  it  was  learnod 
that  all  troop  lifts  into  tho  12  should  bo  complotcd  boforo  tho  CH-47 '  s  or* 
allowed  to  start  lifting  artillery.  It  is  ofton  nocossary  for  the  first  troops 
Into  improvo  the  IZ  by  cutting  away  trees,  brush,  etc. 

g.  It eat  Ueo  of  Helicopter  Door  Gunners. 

Discus si  m  :  During  tho  reported  period,  for  the  first  tine,  mis¬ 
sions  have  been  flown  without  door  gunners.  There  aro  numerous  points  for  dis¬ 
cussion  in  tho  question  that  ask3,  "are  door  gunners  nee- st  ory  in  tho  troop 
oarrier  holicoptors?"  By  removing  tho  door  gunners  on  a '  iitional  troop  space 
Is  mode  available,  while  tho  f i.  apewor  provided  by  him  is  sacrificed. 

Lesson  Learned:  That  d*or  gunners  aro  essontial  for  some  types 
of  missions,  and  that  they  should  continue  to  be  authorised  on  the  basis  of  cne 
por  helicopter.  Tho  decision  to  use  door  gunners  must  bo  m  do  on  a  mission 
basis  after  full  consideration  is  given  to  tho  mission,  tactical  situation, 
formation  to  bo  flown  and  other  factors.  Aside  from  tho  added  protection  that 
tho  d-'or  gunnor  providos  in  flight  ho  is  important  as  an  "Assistant  crew  chief". 
Ho  roliovos  tho  crow  chief  of  a  groat  part  of  tho  work  that  must  be  done  in  or- 
lor  to  proporly  maintain  his  helieoptor  for  tho  rigorous  operational  requirements, 

h.  Item:  Crew  Chief  and  Door  Gunner  Safoty. 

Discussion:  Crew  chiefs  and  door  gunners  will  occassionally  1  -.sen 
t  .oir  bolts  to  more  comfortably  adjust  thoir  firing  position.  On  one  occassiu^ 
the  crow  chiof  had  loosened  his  scat  belt  on  a  landing  approach.  The  alrcr'  Q 
had  troublo  during  the  final  stages  of  tho  landing  and  crash  landod,  rolling ,  c 
its  side.  The  crow  chief  was  the  only  injury.  He  was  thrown  out  of  tho  air:  '.ft 
and  pinned  boneath  it.  *.■ 

Losson  Learned:  That  crow  chiof s  and  door  gunners  must  koep  thoir 
coat  belts  snugly  adjusted. 

i.  Item:  IZ  Identification, 

Discussion:  While  tho  procedure  described  bolow  has  always  been 
practiood  by  this  battalion,  it  is  folt  worthy  of  consent.  In  a  multilift  oper¬ 
ation  it  is  ofton  difficult  for  eubsequont  dements,  flights  or  companies  to 
lioats  the  exact  LZ  location  duo  to  prpstrlke' smoke  and  dost  or  due  to  execs-  • 
sivo  interval. 


Lesson  Learnod:  That  this  problom  can  bo  eliminated  if  the  load 
ship  in  each  eloaont  drop  yellow  smoko  upon  departure. 

j.  Item:  Docrcasod  FUol  Consumption, 

Discussion:  Anothor  proceduro  consistently  practiced  by  this  bat¬ 
talion,  but  thought  of  possible  valuo  to  newly  formod  aviation  units  and  as  n 
coaching  point  for  UH-1  helieoptor  transition  training  is  strict  obeorvance  of 
"Dash  10"  procedures  as  they  apply  to  reducing  RfM  for  cruiso  flight  to  6350. 

Losscn  Learned:  That  fuel  consumption  oon  bs  roducod  as  much  as 
100  pounds  por  hour  by  exercising  rigid  RPI!  control  when  maximum  power  is  not 
roquirod.  _  ■'  > 

k.  Item:  Employment  of  OIF  aircraft  during  major  oporation. 
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Discussion:  During  tho  reported  period,  the  OIF  aircraft  haa  Again 
proved  ita  value.  On  10  March,  during  Operation  Qarflold,  OIF  support  waa  in¬ 
creased  from  two  aircraft  to  six.  The  results  of  the  increased  visual  reoon- 
naiesanco,  artillery  observation  and  othor  type  missions  performed  were  quickly 
reoogniaod  by  the  supported  units  and  have  boen  donendsd  during  subsequent  oper¬ 
ations. 


lessons  learned:  That  immediately  responsive  OIF  support  in  suffi¬ 
cient  quanity  can  greatly  increase  the  operational  effectiveness  of  tho  ground 
unit.  That  the  OIF  is  capable  of  perfoiming  a  variety  of  essential  missions  not 
suited  for  other  aircraft;  During  tho  courus  of  operations  a  procedure  that 
proved  to  bo  effective  was  in  employing  a  light  gun  team  with  an  OIF  to  search 
epocifio  areas  of  interest.  By  using  tho  OIF  to  control  tho  search  of  tho  gun 
team  and  veotor  them  to  specif io  targets,  their  armament  could  be  effectively 
employed  to  develop  a  target  or  dostroy  It  if  within  their  capability,  otherwise 
tho  017  would  call  additional  fire  from  artillery  or  Air  Force  to  engage  the  tar¬ 
get. 

1,  Item:  Employment  of  DU-47  Aircraft. 

Discussion:  For  the  first  time,  this  battalion  ha.,  employed  CH-47 
aircraft,  attached  from  tho  1st  Air  Cavalry  Division  and  the  147th  Aviation  Co¬ 
mpany  (AML).  The  capabilities  that  this  aircraft  possess  are  essential  to  tho 
aviation  support  roquirod  by  tho  U.S,  unite  supported  during  this  reportod  per¬ 
iod.  In  addition  to  thoir  primary  role  of  lifting  and  resupplying  artillery, 
they  ha vo  boen  of  inrooasurable  value  to  this  battalion  by  providing  Imodiatoly 
r  .ponsivo  aircraft  recovery.  On  sovax'al  occassions  recoverable  aircraft  would 
u  been  lost  had  they  not  b  en  quickly  recovered  by  tho  CH-471  a.  For  one  pop* 
ti.cn  of  Operation  Lincoln,  tho  CH-47* S  were  detached  from  this  battalion  and 
mado  available  on  a  mission  request  basis  to  tho  supported  Infantry  Brigade,  ‘ 
This  created  certain  problems  in  coordination  and  planning  over  which  the 
Aviation  Battalion  Connandor  had  no  control.  Support  was  not  as  responsive  as 
desired  by  the  Brigade  and  at  one  time  during  the  occupation  of  a  small  LZ,  ail*- 
craft  landing  was  disrupted  by  tho  unexpected  arrival  of  three  CH-47* •  which 
were  performing  the  artillery  lift  into  the  same  12. 

Lessons  Learnodt  That  all  Array  aircraft  with  the  possible  ex¬ 
ception  of  "Dust  Off"  bo  under  the  operational  control  of  the  Aviation  Cccmonder 
,  jopdnslble  fir  aviation  support  to  the  operation, 

2.  (c)  Ccncvander’a  Reconnendations: 

a.  Problem:  Non-Receipt  of  Assignment  Instructions 

Background:  During  April  1966,  the  $2d  Security  Platoon  loot 
approximately  70  enliatcd  personnel  through  CEROS.  Aasigrimont  instructions 
to  CONUS  were  not  received  for  65  of  these  personnel.  They  were  assigned  to 
Oakland,  California,  without  further  assignment  instructions.  This  created 
personal  problems  and  ineonveftlence  to  tho  Individuals  oonoomed  and  to  the 
{akland  Army  Terminal  Facility, 

Recommendation :  That  tho  USARV  G-l  look  into  this  problem  area 
as  I  feel  sure  that  It  must  bo  theatre  wide, 

b.  Problem:  That  newly  assigned  aviators  art  arriving  in  i|ds 
occmand  untrained  in  the  UH1B(A)  helioopter. 
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Background:  Armod  helicopter*  are  consistently  operated  at  max¬ 
imum  gross  weight.  An  extremely  fino  touch  is  roquired  to  fly  this  aircraft; 
ospe  daily  in  the  Contral  Highlands;  not  to  mention  the  gunnory  profioiency 
required,  In  order  to  bccomo  an  oporational  Armed  helicopter  aviator,  an 
extonsive  training  burden  is  placod  on  the  oporational  companies  before  full 
valuo  is  realized.  Before  boing  released  as  an  aircraft  ccemandor,  three  to 
four  months  training  is  required. 

Roccnrund-.iion:  That  c-iividoration  bo  given  to  sending  approx¬ 
imately  30J{  of  the  student  aviators  tlu-uugh  gunnory  trairdng  prior  to  assign¬ 
ment  to  this  theatre, 

o.  Problem:  lack  of  atrial  photography  capability. 

Background:  In  February  1966,  sovoral  aerial  polaroid  cameras 
with  reproducing  and  enlarging  equipment  were  received  by  this  battalion's  S-2, 
Vho  equipment  was  made  available  by  the  U.S,  Limited  '.Jar  lab,  ACTIV,  for 
tost  purposos.  Tho  cameras  wore  extensively  and  profitably  used  during  combat 
,-xi ration  in  February  and  March  at  which  time  they  were  required  to  bs  returned. 
Ibo  oapebility  of  taking  a  photo,  or  serios  of  photos,  and  immediately  reviewing 
the  results  upon  return  from  reconnaissanco  flights  is  of  immense  value  to  the 
;>  .oil on.  Photos  obtained  during  pro-operations  landing  2 one  reconnaissaness 
(  u’ud  during  aviation  briefings  were  a  wry  effective  eupplonont  to  nap  and 
tu-iuin  analysis. 

Recommendation:  That  the  Aviation  Battalion  and  Company  TOE  pro- 
v;  -Jo  for  similar  polaroid  equipment  for  use  as  described  above. 

d.  Problem:  lack  of  inoadiately  responsive  helicopter  recovery  cap¬ 
ability. 


Background:  The  rocont  insurgont  employment  of  heavier  and  more 
-Seurats  anti-aircraft  fire  hae  pinpointed  the  need  for  a  recovery  capability 
'  -.it  is  limaodiatoly  rosponsivo  to  tho  aviation  cccsanndor.  Rocontly,  tho  noana 
of  acquiring  recovery  aircraft  to  extract  downed  aircraft  had  boon  rtmbereooe 
except  during  those  operations  when  CH-A7  aircraft  were  under  operational  con¬ 
trol  of  this  battalion.  This  has  caused  recovery  efforts  to  bo  delayed  for 
oxtendod  periods  of  tlno. 

Reconsasndation:  That  a  moro  responsive  request  channel  bo  provid¬ 
ed  this  battolion  for  aircraft  recovery.  In-ccuntry  comuni cations  further  de¬ 
lay  proeont  procedures  for  obtaining  aircraft  recovery.  I  rococroond  that  oach 
aviation  battalion  maintonanco  officer  bo  authorized  diroet  roquoet  chaxmols 
to  tho  neareet  unit  with  recovery  capability. 

e.  Problem:  Shortage  of  "Hot  End"  laspoction  Kits. 

Background:  Hot  and  Kite  for  tho  T— 53  enginos  are  requisitioned'' 
by  aircraft  serial  number  150  flying  hours  prior  to  installation.  They  are  \ 
placed  on  priority  05  requisition.  At  50  flying  hours  prior  to  installation,  • 
the  priority  is  increased  to  02,  When  tho  aircraft  comes  due  for  inspection 
without  having  obtained  the  kits  an  EDP  requisition  la  initiated. 
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Roconmendatiom  That  Hot  End  Kits  as  well  ae  other  high  usago 
itoma  bo  stockpiled  or  noro  offoctivcly  programed  into  tho  thoatrc  ao  &a  to 
most  ouch  priority  orders  and  ship  times  presently  oatabliahod  undor  current 
supply  regulations. 


9  In  cl. 

1.  After  Action.  Ma  ahor/WhiteWing 

2.  After  Action,  Garfield  Commanding 

3.  After  Action,  Tiger  V 

4.  After  Action,  IAncoln 
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8 „  Aviation  Tactical  Syraposiun 
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SUBJECT: 


T0«  Commanding  Officer 

17th  Aviation  Group 
ATTN:  S-3 
APO  US  Forces  96240 


1.  Mission  Background:  On  17  January  1966,  the  52d  Aviation  Battalion 
we  alerted  by  Field  Forces  Vietnam  to  support  ZZ  Corps  (ARVN)  in  operation 
MASHER.  Operation  HASHER  was  a  joint  US/ARVN  operation  conducted  in  Nortlv- 
eastern  Blitfi  Dinh  Province.  The  battalion  was  notified  that  an  additional 
Airmobile  Light  Company  would  bo  attached  for .  tho  first  72  hours  of  the  oper¬ 
ation. 

The  battalion  cor  mender  made  a  preliminary  reconnaissance  of  tho  oper¬ 
ational  area  and  requestod  that  Phu  Cat  airfiald,  coordinates  BR  920480  bo 
ollocatod  to  the  52d  Aviation  Battalion  as  a  baso  for  tho  operation.  Thie 
roquost  was  granted.  Plans  wore  made  to  plnco  a  battalion  liaison  officer 
in  tho  ZZ  Corps  forward  and  the  Airbomo  Brigade  (ARV N)  CSCC's.  Ch  25  ja»- 
nary  1966,  elements  of  the  battalion  hoadquarters  with  necessary  personnel 
and  equipment  wore  moved  by  CV-2  to  Phu  Cat.  Tho  battalion  rocoivod  word 
that  tho  attached  company  would  bo  tho  68th  Aviation  Company  (AML)  from  Vung 
Tau.  A  liaison  officer  established  contact  on  25  January  1966,  On  26  Jan 1- 
uary  1966  the  battalion  conmnder,  staff  and  the  119th  Aviation  Company  closed 
into  Phu  Cat,  A  liaison  visit  and  landing  zono  reoonnaissanco  was  conducted 
by  the  battalion  oacoander,  8-3  and  personnel  from  the  Airborne  Brigade  (ARVN), 

The  155th  Aviation  Company  and  tho  68th  Aviation  Company  oloeed  into 
Phu  Cat  271500  January  1966.  An  operational  briefing  was  conduct od  by  tho 
battalion  commander  and  the  staff  for  all  unit  commanders,  operation  off¬ 
icers  and  platoon  leaders  at  271700, 

2.  The  following  is  a  sumary  of  event*: 

17  January,  FFV  alerted  the  battalion  for  operation  MASHER* 

19  January.  The  battalion  S-3  and  S-2  attended  a  preliminary  coordination 

mooting  at  the  IZ  Corps  hoadquarters.  Units  represented  were 
tho  1st  Air  Cavalry  Division,  XI  Corps  (ARVN),  tho  Airborne 
Brigade  (ARVN),  USAF  and  the  52d  Aviation  Battalion. 

20  January.  Tho  battalion  S-3  and  S-2  made  an  aroa  reconnaissance  with  tho 

XX  Corps  G-3  and  G-4  advisors.  A  tentative  landing  zono  was 
selected  in  tho  vicinity  of  coordinates  BS  879125.  Planning 
and  coordination  wee  initiated  to  uoe  the  Bong  Sun  soceor  field, 
~ordi'vatos  BE  062959  as  a  battalion  forward  refueling  end  ro- 
urnlng  point.  Through  mutual  agreement  with  all  participating 
elements,  tho  Bong  Son  airstrip  would  not  be  used  as  a  stage- 
field  by  either  the  52d  Aviation  Battalion  or  the  1st  Air  Cav¬ 
alry  Division.  Tho  airfield  would  be  kopt  open  for  Air  Fores 
and  Amy  fixed  wing  aircraft. 
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After  Action  Report,  Operation  "KASHEVWHITE  WING" 


P 


25  January* 

26  January. 


27  January. 


28  January, 


Cooftorrmu- 

Keadquarters  Detachment  moved  the  stagefielu  party  to  Fhu  Cat 
by  OV-2.  A  liaison  officer  from  the  63th  Aviation  Company 
established  contact  with  the  battalion. 

The  battalion  commander  and  staff  closed  at  Phu  Cat  261000, 

The  119th  Aviation  Company  closed  at  261500  with  thirteen  (13) 

CHIB  and  six  (6)  UiIiB(A).  Contact'  was  made  with  the  S-3  advisor 
to  the  airborne  bri-sdc  (ARVN)  and  a  landing  zone  reconnaissance 
was  conducted  with  members  of  the  brigade  staff. 

TV  Corsaanding  General  of  the  Airborne  Brigade  (ARVN)  and  the 
U.S.  Senior  Advisor  wore  picked  up  t.u  4oi  Nhon  271200.  The 
52d  Aviation  Battalion  Cocxaander,  tho  Cor::  .v.iding  General  of  the" 
Airborne  Brigade  and  Senior  Advisor  made  an  area  reconnaissance. 

A  battalion  loading  zone  party  placed  individual  helicopter  land¬ 
ing  markers  in  the  loading  zone  and  briefed  members  of  the  ai>» 
borne  brigade  to  effoct  expeditious  loading  and  have  a  minimum 
ground  timo  for  loading  of  subsequent  lifts.  The  troop  loading 
zone  was  established  at  coordinates  BR  882996.  The  155th  Avia¬ 
tion  Company  closed  at  Phu  Cat  at  1400  with  twelve  (12)  UH1D, 
eix  (6)  UH1B(A)  and  one  (1)  UH1D  (wrecker)  helicoptere.  The  68th 
Aviation  Company  closed  at  Phu  Cat  at.  271500  with  twelve  (12) 

UH1D  and  six  (6)  UH1B(A)  helicopters.  At  1700  an  operational 
briefing  was  conducted  by  the  battalion  commander  and  the  staff. f 
The  battalion  comsander  and  S-3  returnod  to  a  forward  CP  co-lo car- 
tod  with  tho  airborne  brigade  to  maintain  close  coordination 
with  the  brigade. 

"D"  Day.  The  loading  zono  party  departed  at  0630  hours,  to  be 
on  station  to  receive  the  lift  units.  Starting  at  0715,  the 
three  airmobile  companies  departed  Phu  Cat  at  thirty  minute 
intervals.  Each  unit  stopped  at  the  forward  refueling  point  to 
top  off.  All  units  closed  into  the  staging  area  by  0930  hours. 

The  initial  LZ  landing  time  was  dolayed  for  twe  hours  due  to  fog 
and  low  ceilings.  An  artillery  preparation  bogan  at  1100  hours, 
ending  Just  prior  to  tho  first  landing  at  1200  hours.  52d  Avia¬ 
tion  Battalion  departed  the  loading  zone  at  1152  hours  arriving 
in  the  LZ,  coordinates  BS  903150  at  1200  hours.  Subsequent  IZ 
times  were  1219,  1240  and  1300  hours.  Approximately  one  thousand 
(3000)  troops  were  lifted  in  four  (4)  lifts.  Light  ground  fire 
was  received.  No  hits  were  sustained.  A  USAF  prestrike  was  not 
available  due  to  low  ceilings  and  rain  showers.  Naval  gun  fire 
assisted  in  the  artillery  preparation.  Upon  completion  of  the 
third  lift  the  119th  Aviation  Company  returned  to  Phu  Cat  and 
went  cn  standby.  The  63th  Aviation  Company  made  the  final  lift 
and  returned  to  Phu  Oat  for  standby.  The  155th  Aviation  Company 
refueled,  rearmed  and  went  on  standby  in  the  loading  zone  for  a 
possible  lift  of  the  reserve.  At  approximately  1830  hours,  one 
(1)  UH1B(A)  recoived  hits  from  ground  fire  while  escorting  a 
medical  evacuation  helicopter.  The  damaged  helicopter  made  a 
successful  landing  in  a  secure  area  and  was  recovered  on  the 
following  day.  The  decision  was  made  to  keep  one  (1)  company  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Airborne  Brigade  each  day  to  meet  resupply 
and  short  fuze  mission  requirements;,  Two  (2)  troop  carrier  end 
two  (2)  armed  helicoptere  remained  each  night  at  the  brigade 
command  post  for  emergency  missions  end  modi  cal  evacuation  escort. 
All  other  aircraft  returned  to  Phu  Cat  each  night. 
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29  January  -  1  February;  Tho  battalion  supported  tho  Alroorno  Brigade  in 
routino  rosupply,  reconnaissance,  and  nodical  ovacuation,  No 
airnobilo  operations  wore  conducted  iron  29  January  thru  1  Feb¬ 
ruary,  Tho  68th  Aviation  Company  was  roloasod  010800  February, 

On  tho  morning  of  1  Fobruary  tho  battalion  closed  out  stagsfiold 
oporations  at  Phu  Oat  and  covod  tho  hoadquartors  plus  tho  119th 
and  155th  Aviation  Companies  to  coordimtos  BR  882996,  near  the 
Airbomo  Brigade  cmv.a-.jv!  p  st,  Tho  battalion  closed  into  tho 
now  location  at  011200  February, 

2  February,  Snipor  :'lm  h.  d  boon  received  frequently  on  the  approach  path  to 

tho  stamina  area,  vicinity  of  coordinates  BR  887992,  At  021700 
hours  tho  119th  Aviation  Company  was  employed  to  lift  an  oaglo 
flight.  Eighty  (80)  troops  woro  lifted  into  tho  aroa  and  soctracted 
thirty  (30)  minutes  later.  Light  ground  fire  was  received  going 
into  the  area.  No  hits  wore  received.  While  roturnins  the  oaglo 
flight  to  thoir  original  location,  ono  (1)  UJDLB(A)  rocoivod  a 
hit  from  ground  fire  injuring  tho  co-pilot  in  the  lowor  portion 
of  tho  bad:,  Tho  co-pilot  was  ovacuatod  to  Qui  Mhon, 

3  Fobruary,  Tho  battalion  conducted  an  ALA,  lifting  tho  1st  Battalion  of  tho 

Airborne  Brigade,  Tho  battalion  olc.aonts  consisted  of  tho  155th 
and  119th  Aviation  Conoanios  utilizing  ton  (10)  UKLD,  olevon  UH1B 
and  twolvo  (12)  UH1B(A)  helicopters,  Tho  pickup  sito  was  at 
coordinates  BS  830061,  Four  hundred  seventy  (470)  troops  woro 
lifted  in  three  (3)  lifts  into  an  LZ  along  tho  beach  at  coordi¬ 
nates  BS  928077,  Tho  first  LZ  landing  tine  v/as  at  1010  hours,  sub¬ 
sequent  tines  woro  1030  and  10 50  hours.  light  ground  firo  was 
rocoivod  on  tho  initial  landing,  no  hits  wore  tokon,  Tho  USAF  .  • 
provided  ovurhoad  aircovcr  for  tho  oporation.  At  1330  hours  tho 
155th  Aviation  Company  was  ouployod  to  lift  an  oagle  flight  from 
Task  Forco  Alpha,  coordinatoa  BS  908125,  to  an  LZ  st  coordinates 
BS  922113.  Seventy  two  (72)  troops  were  liftod  in  ono  (1)  lift. 

At  1500  hours  an  extraction  was  nado  rotuming  tho  oaglo  flight 
to  tho  pickup  location.  No  ground  firo  was  rocoivod  during  tho 
operation, 

4  February,  Tho  155th  Aviation  Company  was  comittod  to  escort  Prino  Minister' 

Ky  and  party  with  oight  (8)  UH1D  and  four  (4)  UH1B(A)  holicoptore, 
Tho  party  was  oscortod  from  Qui  Nhon  to  Quang  Ngai  with  sovoral 
intomadiato  stops  onrouto.  Prime  Ministor  Ky  docoratod  oight  (8) 
crow  menbors  from  the  battalion  for  valor  for  a  night  rcodicai 
evacuation  mission  flown  28  January  1966, 

5-6  Fobruary,  Tho  battalion  was  diroctod  by  FFV  to  support  tho  1st  Air  Cav¬ 
alry  Division  5-6  Fobruary,  Tho  119th  Aviation  Company  was 
utilizod  in  nunorous  gonoral  support  missions  consisting  mostly 
of  resupply  and  command  liaison  missions,  Tho  155th  Aviation 
Company  was  alerted  £ ft;  troop  lift  Into  tho  An  Iao  valley.  Tho 
An  lao  oporation  was  dolayod  duo  to  inclomont  weather.  At  061300 
Fobruary  tha  155th  Aviation  Company  was  roloasod  to  return  to 
hone  station  at  Ban  Mo  Thu  >t.  Tho  dooision  was  nado  that  ono 
(1)  AML  company  could  provido  adoquato  support  to  tho  Airbomo 
Brlgado,  Tho  battalion  hoadquartors  toxninatod  oporations  in  tho 
Bong  Son  aroa  leaving  tho  119th  Aviation  Company  to  support  it, 

Tho  U9th  Aviation  Company  revortod  to  support  of  tho  Airbomo 
Brigade  on  7  Fobruary 


Cotif/OtHT/AL 


Cotie  /  b'vr/AL. 

7  February,  The  119th  Aviation  Compaq-  lifted  elements  5f  the  6th  Battalion, 
Airborne  Brigade  to  secure  an  area  for  survey  party  at  coordin¬ 
ates  B3  930060.  Two  hundred  thirty  (230)  troops  were  lifted  in 
four  (4)  lifts  from  a  pick  up  site  at  coordinates  B3  989080  to 
an  12  at  coordinates  BS  930060,  First  12  time  was  0300  and  sub¬ 
sequent  landing  tines  were  at  0320,  0850  and  0915,  light  ground 
fire  was  but  no  hits  woro  takon. 


8  February,  Tho  119th  Aviation  Company  lifted  elements  of  tho  6th  Battalion, 

Airbori  l'>  igado  La  an  jiLA  from  coordinates  BS  886032  to  an  LZ 
cooru  .lcs  53  930050,  Throe  lilts  woro  mado  lifting  ono  hundr- 
rod  forty-four  (144)  troops  in  three  (3)  lifts.  First  12  land¬ 
ing  time  M3  0800,  subsoquont  timos  0820  ar.U  0900  hours.  No 
ground  firo  was  received  during  tho  operation. 

4 

9  February,  Tho  119th  Aviation  Company  liftod  elemonts  of  tho  6th  Battalion, 

Airbomo  Brigado  La  ah  ALA  from  coordinates  BS  890069  to  an  12  at 
coordinates  BS  935060,  One  hundrod  sixty  (160)  troops  woro  liftod 
in  threo  (3)  lifts.  First  LZ  time  wr.s  0800  hours,  subsoquont 
timos  0825  and  0855.  Ono  (1)  UH13(A)  rocoivcd  damago  to  tho  main 
rotor  from  ground  firo,  thoro  woro  no  injurios.  Aftor  tho  landing 
zono  was  socurod,  a  Navy  survey  party  of  fourtcon  (14)  porsonnol 
was  liftod  into  tho  12,  Tho  Navy  party  was  oxtracted  at  1310  hours. 


10-12  Fobruary.  Tho  119th  Aviation  Company  flow  numorous  resupply  and  command 
liaison  missions  for  tho  Airborne  Brigade.  No  troop  lifts  woro 
mado  10-12  ?obruary.  Cn  12  Fobruary  tho  119th  Aviation  Company 
was  roloasod  to  return  to  homo  station  with  tho  main  party,  loav- 
ing  two  (2)  UH1B  and  two  (2)  UH1E(A)  in  goneml  support  of  tho 
Airborne  Brigado,  Tho  company  closed  into  Camp  Holloway  at  1530 
hours, 

15  Fobruaxy,  Tho  battalion  received  instructions  from  FFV  at  1030  hours  to 
sond  six  (6)  UULB  and  two  (2)  UH1B(A)  from  tho  119th  Aviation 
Company  to  tho  Airborne  Brigado  at  Bong  Son,  Further  infor¬ 
mation  was  rocoived  at  approximately  1300  hours  to  sond  tho 
ontiro  company.  Action  was  initiated  to  recall  aircraft  out  on 
missions,  and  at  1540  hours  oight  (8)  UH1B  and  throo  (3)  UH1B(A.) 
woro  dispatched  to  Bong  Son, 

16-17  Fobruary.  Tho  U9th  Aviation  Company  flow  genoral  support  typo  mis¬ 
sions,  consisting  mostly  of  rosupply  and  troop  movement.  No 
assaults  woro  flown  16-17  Fobruary  and  tho  company  was  roloasod 
fron  tho  brigade  at  171200  hours. 


3,  Summary  of  Statistical  O'. tat 


a,  UNIS 
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3,741 

4,402 

248,600 
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b,  Tho  219th  Aviation  Company  (Light  Observation)  provided  four  (4) 
OIF  aircraft  for  continuous  radio  roiay  for  tho  Airborne  Brigade,  Two  hundrod 
thirtoon  (213)  sortios,  and  two  hundrod  forty-two  (242)  hours  woro  flown  dur¬ 
ing  tho  operation. 


CobiPlOetiTlAl 


A 0 
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4,  Logistics!  Logistical  Support  for  thi3  operation  was  oxoollont.  On 
IV7  initial  contact  was  mado  with  tho  CW*  advisor  II  Corp3  (ARVN)  and  tentative 
logistical  requirements  wore  discussod,  Ch  D~5,  tho  S-4  of  tho  battalion  node 
direct  contact  with  the  1st  Log  Carrand  at  Qui  Khon,  Class  I  was  to  be  supplied 
as  needed  on  a  daily  basis.  Class  117  A  was  roquo3tcd  at  tho  rato  of  20,000 
gallons  daily,  to  bo  adjusted  as  i.ds-.l.n  requirements  dictated.  too  half  of 
this  POL  was  to  bo  delivered  to  tho  battalion’s  roar  base  at  Phu  Cat,  tho  othtar 
half  to  tho  imnodir.to  vicinity  of  Bong  Son  (BR  864962),  Tho  ASA  for  Class  V  A 
was  to  bo  delivered  daily  in  equal  proportions  to  Phu  Cat  and  Bong  Son,  All 
resupply  was  to  be  effected  by  ground  transportation.  The  S-4  section,  includ¬ 
ing  POL  and  amo  handlers,  arrived  at  Phu  Cat  on  D-2,  Innediato  liaison  was 
made  with  tho  caamnder  of  the  1st  Log  Caxand  Forward  Supply  Area  at  Phu  Cat, 
and  resupply  caxionced  on  D-l.  to  D  Day,  of  particular  noto,  was  tho  rofuoling 
of  threo  airnobilo  conpanies  (60  aircraft)  in  less  than  ono  hour,  using  a  5000 
gallon  tankor  and  threo  1200  gallon  tankers.  After  D  Day,  Class  IH  A  and 
V  A  requirements  for  tho  battalion  woro  minimal  and  daily  ro-supply  was  adjusted 
with  tho  1st  Log  Cenaand.  Stagofiold  equipment  was  displaced  and  roccvcrcd  us¬ 
ing  a  total  of  16  CV-2  sortios,  Tho  following  significant  supplies  wore  expend¬ 
ed  on  the  operation! 


Class:  I 

4100  "C"  rations 


DISTRIBUTION! 
CG,  FFV 

CO,  17th  Avn  Gp 


Class  III  A 
89,500  gal  JP-4 
2,500  gal  115/145 


Class  V  A 
1750  rds  40  MM 
1300  rds  2,75  Rkt 
95,000  rd  7.62  MM  link 


C  *.  mending 
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52D  XVIATIOI!  BATTALION 
APO  Soil  Francisco  9631 6 


25  March  1966 


SUBJECT:  After  Action  Report,  OPERATION  GARFIELD 


1 .  MISSION  BACKGROUND: 

On  21  ;F«bruary  1966,  the  52d  Aviation  Battalion  was  alerted  by  I 
Field  Forces  Vietnaa  to  participate  in  Operation  Garfield.  The  Battalion's 
uission  was  direct  support  of  the  3rd  Erijr.de,  25th  Infantry  Division,  with 
three  ai mobile  conpanies.  Initially,  Garfield  was  to  be  a  Joint  US/ARVN  Op¬ 
eration  with  the  23rd  ARVN  Division  participating.  The  tino  frano  was  25  Feb 
-  8  liar.  It  was  to  be  conducted  in  the  northern  Darlac  Province,  vest  of  High¬ 
way  14.  The  AP.VN  Division  did  not  participate  and  the  area  of  operation  was 
later  extendod  north  into  the  southern  edge  of  Flciku  Province.  Tho  tominat- 
ion  dato  was  oxtonded  to  24  March  1966. 

2.  Tho  following  is  a  dry-byd  day  sumcry'of  ovbnts: 

21  February:  At  1100  hours,  tho  battalion  enmandor  and  tho  staff 
visited  Ban  ho  Thuot  for  a  preliminary  coordination  Mooting  with  tho  23rd 

A RVN  Division  and.  3rd  3rigrdc,  25th  Infantry  Division. 

22  February:  At  0800  hours,  a  coordination  ncctinj  of  tho  battal¬ 
ion  staff  was  hold  to  discuss  tho  operation.  At  2000  hours,  tho  battalion 
oporction  order  (OPORD  4)  was  publishod. 

25  February:  At  0800  hours,  the  battalion  headquarters  commenced 
its  novo  to  Dan  he  Thuot.  It  closed,  -t  Ban  he  Thuot  City  Airport  rnd  was 
oporationa.1  at  1300  hours.  The  1 70tl  .  via.tion  Company  clo3od  'dth  12  UHlD's 
and  6  UH1B(A)'s  at  1400  hours. 

26  February:  Tho  119th  .Aviation  Company  closed  \aith  13  UHlB's  rnd 
6  UH1B(A)'s  at  1515  hours. 

27  February:  At  0500  hours,  the  155th  Aviation  Company  conducted 
an  assault,  lifting  A  Conpany,  1st  Br.tta.lion,  14th  Infantry,  free  Ban  in 
Thuot  East  to  an  LZ  at  AQ  652192.  The  lift  consisted  of  1 60  troops  end  was 
accomplished  in  two  succossivc  lifts,  completed  at  1000  hours.  An  adequeto 
airstriko  of  tho  LZ  was  conductod  and  there  v/as  no  ground  fire  received 
during  tho  landing.  At  2030  hours,  the  battalion  conducted  a  briefing  for 
tho  next  days  operation. 

28  Pebruary:  Doginning  ft  0900  hours,  tho  119th,  155th  and  170th 
Aviation  Ccupanios,  conducted  assault  landings  r/ith  A,B,  and  C  Companies, 

1st  Battalion,  35th  Infantry,  into  their  LZ's  at  ACi  C2C227,  794213,  end 
827215,  respectively.  Total  lift  consisted  of  470  troops,  six  01m  norta.rs 
and  1500  lbs  of  ai  munition.  This  lift  v/a.s  completed  at  1100  hours.  Thorc 
wr.s  no  encry  ground  firo.  Upon  cor.plotion,  tho  1?0th  ..virtion  Company  retur¬ 
ned  to  Ban  ho  Thuot  East  to  standby  for  reinforcement,  resupply  and  reconn- 
i.issanco,  Tho  other  two  conpanies  return:  d  to  Ban  ho  Thuot  City.  Tho  170th 
Aviation  Company  conducted  oxtonsivc  resupply  to  tho  forces  in  tho  field. 
Also,  they  displaced  four  platoon  sized,  c laments,  and.  as  their  last  mission, 
extracted  10,000  lbs  of  captured  rico. 


X. 


X\ 


CO^Finr-MTAt 


1  Kerch:  At  0500  hours,  all  throe  coii;vnioa  with  r.  total  of  20 
UIUD's,  12  UHlB's  fine*.  14  UK1B(A)'s  landed  376  treops  fron  B  and  C  Coupanies, 
1st  3r.ttr.lion,  14th  Infantry,  into  cn  LZ  r.t  ..Q  795240.  This  ;.cvc  tcc.k  two 
ltfti.  Imsdiatoly  following  this,  tho  119th  Aviation  Conpeny  displaced  26 
troops  fret;  A Q  833206  to  AQ  825165.  Tho  170th  Avirtion  Conprny  <  isplrced  72 
troops  fron  AQ  605163  to  AQ  (525185.  Those  lifts  were  creiplctod  at  1145  hours, 
rt  which  tine  all  three  ccnpanios  stood  by  rt  AQ  825185.  At  1200  hours  r.ll 
."ire  it  ft  lifted  257  troops  of  A  and  B  Conpenics,  1st  Battalion,  35th  Infrntry 
into  two  LZ'o  at  AQ  875193  end  AQ  GC5205  rospoctivoly.  Follrwing  this  lift, 

ICO  treops  of  A  Ctr.pc.ny,  1st  3attrlion,  14th  Infrntry  were  lifted  fron  AQ  625- 
185  to  AQ  861254.  The  119th  and  1?Ot;  Avirtion  Companies  ravine**  in  tho 
operational  nrer  end  conducted  resupply’  of  r.ll  olonents.  They  were  rclcrsod 

ct  1800  hours  rnd  returnee’,  to  3r.n  I.c  Th.uot  City.  There  were  no  incidents  dur¬ 
ing  t’.:o  Cry. 

2  Karch:  At  0700  hours  the  170th  and  119th  Aviation  Companies  con- 
I'ucted  cn  assault  \d.th  B  Company,  1st  3attalion,  35th  Infrntry,  fron  AQ  625- 
165  to  AQ  814207.  A  ten  ninuto  artillery  preparation  wr.s  pieced  on  the  LZ. 
i’oxt,  C  Cor ipcny,  1st  Battalion,  35tl.  Infmtiy,  wc.s  lifted  fr  AQ  826165  to 
rn  LZ  ct  AQ  815218.  There  wr.s  rlso  rn  artillery  propc.rr.ticn  on  this  LZ.  Both 
rssr.ults  wero  conducted  without  incident.  A  totr.l  of  205  troops  voro  lifted. 
Upon  completion  of  these  lifts,  both  conpenics  were  employed  in  resupply  to 
rll  elements,  end.  upon  caiplotion  of  rosupply  tho  units  lrnc’.od  crrlicr  were 
extracted  brek  to  AQ  815216.  Aircrr.ft  wore  released  end.  returned  to  Bar.  He 
Thuot  City  r.t  1835  hours. 

3  ir.rch:  At  0730  hours  the  170th  Avirtion  Company  uitl.  12  UIUD's 
rnd  6  UH1B(A)'s  conducted  rn  r.ssr.ult  lending  of  72  trocp3,  lat  Battalion, 

14th  Infantry  into  rn  LZ  r.t  AQ  648252.  At  1300  heurs,  ti>o  170th  end  119th 
Avi  tirn  Companies,  with  a  totr.l  of  12  UIUD's,  9  UHlB's  and  10  U1!1B(A)'3, 
conducted  o  placement  into  the  sane  LZ  r.t  AQ  848292.  There  wore  three  lifts 
required  in  lifting  392  troops  of  the  1st  Br.ttc.lion,  14th  Infantry.  The 
170th  Avir.tion  Conprny  suffered  r.  h ard  lending  during  the  afternoon  causing 
incidcntir.l  damage  to  tho  landing  rear  of  r.  UU1B(A). 

4  Iir.rch:  At  0800  hours,  the  119th,  155th  rnd  170th  Avirtion  Conp- 
rnies  with  r.  total  of  22  UKID's,  10  tUIB's  rnd.  12  UH1D(A)'s,  airlifted  a 
totr.l  of  508  troops,  six  Ginn  nortr.rs  rnd  two  4.2  inch  rr  rt-.rs  of  the  1st 
Battalion,  35th  Infrntry,  from  AQ  8217  into  ono  LZ  r.t  AQ  767327.  Thi6  r.ssr.¬ 
ult  wr.s  completed  in  throe  lifts.  An  r.dcquf  to  Air  Force  prestrike  wr.s  con¬ 
ducted  prior  to  lending.  During  the  remainder  of  the  Cry,  the  170th  conduct¬ 
ed  two  Eagle  flights  of  42  end.  55  troops  into  LZ'a  ct  AQ  806254  end  AQ  SOS- 
345  respectively,  in  support  of  tho  1st  Br.ttrJ.icn,  35th  Infrntry.  The  170th 
extracted  thoso  troops  between  1600  rnd  1700  hours.  The  119th  supported  tho 
1st  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  with  ono  Eagle  flight  of  42  troops  into  rn  LZ 
at  AQ  861336.  They  wore  later  ortrr.cted  fror.  tho  sano  LZ.  Extensive  resupply 
to  all  oloaents  wr.s  accomplished  during  the  dry.  There  wero  no  incidents. 

5  liarch:  Tho  119th  Avirtion  Company  with  10  UHlB's  end  6  UK1B(A)'s 
rnd  tho  170th  with  11  UK1D  ••  and  6  UH1B(A)'s  supported  the  1st  Battalion, 

14th  Infentry,  end  the  1st  Battalion,  35th  Infantry,  respectively.  They  con¬ 
ducted  several  Eagle  flight  r.ssaults  r.nd  extractions  plus  rosupply  for  crch 
of  the  battalions  d.uring  the  day.  All  aircraft  operated  until  dark  before 
being  released.  A  total  of  902  txv.cps  rnd  25  tons  of  cargo  were  liftod  during 
tho  day. 


6  Larch:  At  0800  hours,  tlx  119th  with  10  UHJB'S  and  6  UH1B(A)'s, 
the  155th  with  11  UHlD's  rnd  6  UH1B(A)'s  and  tho  170th  with  12  UHlD's  and 
4  UH13(A)'s,  pickod  up  525  troops,  six  Clin  uortr.ro,  two  4.2  inch  nc.rtr.rs 
rnd  3000  lbs  of  cargo  fron  AQ  769327  end  in  throo  suocossivo  lifts  airland¬ 
ed  then  into  cn  LZ  at  AQ  945553. 


6  1  larch:  This  LZ  wAs^siilu''XiJi*'ncXt‘  to  &/*  J'Ai^gna  rd  Village  rt 
Boun  Brieng.  There  wore  no  incidents  u;>on  landing.  Upon  cunlotion  of  this 
jjcvo  tho  170th  conductor  resupply  of  the  1st  Br.ttr.lion,  35th  Infantry.  The 
155th  conductor’,  two  cocp'ny  lifts,  one  of  100  troops  and  another  of  1 60,  both 
in  tho  vicinity  of  AQ  936424.  Next,  tho  155th  airlifted  another  company  of 
172  troops  into  an  LZ  at  40  979423  in  two  successive  lifts.  Theso  lifts  were 
in  support  of  the  1st  Battalion,  14th  Infantry.  ;.t  1515  hours,  tho  155th  lift¬ 
ed.  155  troops  of  tho  1st  Battalion,  14th  Infantry,  in  two  successive  lifts 
into  two  LZ's  at  AQ  675203  and  40  855203.  At  1800  hours,  the  155th  extracted 
the  ccnpany  that  wr«  landed,  in  tho  LZ  at  AQ  936424.  At  1440  hours,  throe  CH- 
47  typo  aircraft  of  tho  22fith  Aviation  Company  (.'120,  arrived,  at  Ban  Ko  Thuot 
City  and  wore  pla.ccd  under  operational  control  of  the  52d.  Aviation  Battalion. 
Thoir  primary  mission  to  be  the  movement  of  and  resupply'  of  artillery. 


7  1  larch:  At  0730  the  115th  with  6  UHlB's  and  6  UMB(A)'s  r.ovcd.  to 
AQ  945552  to  support  the  1st  Battr.li  n,  35th  Infantry,  for  possible  reaction 
lifts.  Tho  170th  with  12  UHlD's  and  3  UK1B(A)'s  moved  to  AQ  848292.  Tho  155th 
stood,  by  at  Ban  Ho  Thuot  (City)  with  all  but  its  a  rved  helicopters  which  pro¬ 
vided  convov  cover  to  tho  3rd  Brigade,  25th  Division's  r uain  body  from  Ban  Ho 
Thuot  (Last)  along  highway  14  nerth  to  AQ  S50550.  Tne  threo  CH-47's  moved  two 
a  rtilloiy  battorics  fron  AQ  848292  to  AQ  946552.  Tl.is  lift  a.::..cr.r  :i  H  0730 
ond  was  conpletod  at  1100  hours. 


8  lia.rch:  Tho  155th  Went  <  n  a.  20  ;:inuto  ground  alert  fur  Project 
Delta,  and  was  released  from  O^ierati'  n  Garfield.  Thi3  coari.tti-.ent  was  sched¬ 
uled.  to  continue  through  17  1  la  rch  1966.  Tlio  119th.  Aviatit  n  Company  with  9 
UHlB's  and  6  UK1B(A)'s  and  tho  170th  Aviation  Company  with  11  UHlD'S  and.  4 
fH13(A)'s  lifted  365  troops,  four  81:.'.  mortars  and  2400  lbs  t.f  ammunition 
fron  AQ  848292  to  an  LZ  at  AQ  9556/A.  This  took  throe  successive  lifts  with 
first  LZ  tine  of  0800  hours.  After  refueling,  a.  62  troop  security  f -rcc  was 
lifted  into  an  LZ  at  AQ  873528  by  tho  170th  Aviation  Ccnpany .  B-.  th  Cr: rpanics 
than  lifted  165  troops  fron  B  Coir.vny,  1st  Battalion,  35th  Infantry,  to  an 
LZ  at  AQ  831547.  An  artillery  ..re  pa.  ration  of  this  LZ  was  adequate.  U^n  ccm- 
p  let  ion  <f  D  Ccnpany,  A  Ccnpany  with  171  trumps  was  lifted  into  the  sane  LZ. 
Tho  CH-47 ' s  lifted  one  battery  fmi  AQ  946552  tc  an  LZ  at  AQ  872528.  This 
vs  ace  npllrhod  botwocn  0730  and  1100  h  urs,  the  tw->  c-rvanios  (A  and  B- 
c.rprnies,  1st  Battalion,  35th  Inf  ntry)  wore  cxtractei’  to  AQ  946552.  This 
was  conpletod  with  all  aircraft  released  at  1930  hrurs. 

9  ITa rch:  Beginning  at  0700  heurs,  the  155th  Aviation  Ccnpany  with 
10  UHlD's  and  6  UI!1B(A)'s  lifted.  130  trcois  free.  Boun  1  rieng  to  an  LZ  at  AQ 
792473  in  two  lifts.  At  0800  hours  the  1?0th  Aviation  Ccnpany  with  9  UFID'b 
and.  5  W*'13(A)'s  liftc<’.  44  tr-ops  fm.  Doun  B rieng  to  -an  LZ  at  AQ  784603  in 
one  lift.  ..t  0C30  the  170th  conducted,  an  Englo  flight  in  the  vicinity  of  AQ 
820618.  Whilo  the  flight  cut  lander  v.-  making  a  lew  pass  of  tie  intended  LZ, 
it  reccivod.  autfcrtic  weapons  fire  from  four  so-iora.tc  1. cations.  Throe  rounds 
struck  his  aircraft  causing  1  liner  damage.  The  flight  was  a.b  rtod  wh.ilo  the  gun 
escorts  destroyed  one  weapon  and.  neutralized  the  ether  threo.  As  seen  as  the 
’.diet  ptors  cleaned  the  :  rea,  tactical  air  co  nducted,  strikes  on  the  entry 
p-oalti.-ns.  At  the  conclusion  if  tho  air  strike,  the  170th  conducted  two  lifts 
into  LZ's  at  AQ  792621  and  AQ  813634.  Each  lift  consisted.  >  f  42  troops.  Dur¬ 
ing  tho  remainder  cf  the  day,  tho  170th  conducted  troop  displacer .ents  and 
resupply  to  includo  emplacement  ef  four  4.2  inch  tartars  at  AQ  827618.  Tl.o 
119th  was  nit  orplcyod.  that  day. 

10  1  larch:  at  0800  heurs,  the  155th  with  8  UHlD's  and  4  UK1B(A)'s 
and  tho  119th  with.  8  VH IB's  and  5  UH13(..)'s  lifted  71  troops  into  cu  LZ  at 
AQ  827618.  At  0830  they  lifted.  B  and  C  Ccr.pr.nios,  1st  Battalion,  35th  Inf¬ 
antry,  consisting  cf  400  troops  into  two  LZ's  at  AQ  775630  and  AQ  785615 
resToctivoIy.  Two  CH-47's  lifted  B  3a.rtcry,  2nd.  Battalion,  9th  Artillery', 
from  AQ  945552  to  an  LZ  at  AQ  827618. 
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10  liaroht  This  lift  commenced  at  "07i3'and1wtLe " 


'KyTl 

iU’  ' 


dieted  at  1100 


hours.  Beginning  ct  1400  hours,  the  155th  lifted  3  Company,  1st  Battalion, 

14th  Infantry,  from  AQ  945552  to  an  L2  at  AQ  155725.  This  lift  consisted  of  • 
208  troops  and  was  accomplished  in  four  lifts.  There  were  no  incidents  this 
day. 


11  March:  At  0800  hours  the  1?0th  with  8  UHlD's  and  5  t'H1B(A)'s 
lifted  the  Battalion  dp  element,  1st  Battalion,  14th  Infantry,  consisting 

of  100  troops  into  an  LZ  at  AQ  140706.  Following  this  lift,  A  and  C  Companies 
were  lifted  into  two  LZ’s  at  AQ  182668  and  AQ  187728,  respectively.  A  Comp¬ 
any  consisted  of  175  troops  and  was  moved  in  threo  lifts  starting  et  1030 
hours.  An  artillery  preparation  with  fuze  VT  proved  effective  and  success* 
fully  precluded  forest  firo  in  an  area  vory  susoptable  to  firo.  All  lifts 
wore  conducted  lo w  level  with  a  guido  aircraft  at  altitude.  C  Company  was 
moved  in  three  lifts  beginning  at  1230  hours  and  completed  at  1430.  It  con¬ 
sisted  of  165  troops.  Tho  sane  type  LZ  prop-ration  was  conducted  with  equal 
success .  There  were  no  incidonts.  Tho  1 55th  supported  tho  1st  Battalion,  35th 
Infantry,  with  9  UHlD's  and  4  UK1B(A)'s.  They  conducted  platoon  lifts  and 
troop  displacements  during  the  morning  and  extracted  C  Company  at  1 500  hours 
and  placed  then  at  AQ  943552.  This  ;ction  took  four  lifts.  3oth  oiroobilo 
companies  wore  released  at  1800  hours.  At  0800  hours,  three  CK-47 's  liftod 
C  Battery,  2nd  Battalion,  9th  Artillery,  to  an  LZ  at  AQ  140708.  Thi3  lift 
was  completed  at  1100  hours. 

12  March:  The  170th  Aviation  Company  with  10  t'KID's  and  4  UH1B(/)'s 
conducted  platoon  sized  lifts  and  r.. supply  for  tho  1st  Battalion,  14th  Infan¬ 
try.  Tho  119th  Aviation  Company,  with  C  VHIB'S  and  6  UH13(A)'s  supported  the 
1st  Battalion,  35th  Infantry.  They  also  conducted  Eagle  flights  and  resupply. 

13  March:  Beginning  at  0800  hours,  tho  155th  Aviation  Company  with 
8  UHlD's  and  3  Uh13(A)'s  liftod  one  ARVIi  Company  consisting  of  110  troops 
from  Ban  Mo  Thuot  City  Airport  to  an  LZ  at  AQ  856834.  This  company  was  emp¬ 
laced  to  secure  a  proposed  Brigade  CP  site.  The  movement  wr.s  made  in  ono 
lift.  Following  this,  the  155th  and  tho  119th  supported  the  two  Infantry 
Battalions  with  pLatoon  sized  lifts  into  multiple  LZ's,  resupply  and  later 
extractions  of  tho  troops  lifted  during  the  morning.  The  170th  Aviation  Co¬ 
mpany  displaced  from  Ban  Kc  Thuor  to  Camp  Holloway  in  anticipation  of  tho 
northward  movement  of  tho  Ga.rfiold  Aroc  of  Operations. 

14  March:  Tho  170th  Aviation  Company  with  10  UKID'S  and  4  U!:i5(A)'s 
conducted  rn  airlanded  assault  of  C  Company,  1st  3atta.lion,  35th  Infantry, 
consisting  of  105  troops.  The  company  wa.3  picked  up  at  AQ  826616  and  airland¬ 
ed  in  an  LZ  at  AQ  203443.  Immediate!’'  following, the  mortar  platoon  and  a 
security  platoon  consisting  of  a.  total  of  threo  4.2  nort-rs  and  67  troops 
was  landed  in  the  same  LZ  at  0°50  hours.  These  elements  u>-rc  cxtra.c* -d  brek 
to  AO.  826616  beginning  .'t  1500  hours  anc’  closed  at  1705  hours.  The  119th 
Aviation  Company  displaced  from  Ban  Mo  Thuot  City  to  Camp  Holloway  to  be 
prep- rod  to  support  Operation  Garfield  from  that  location.  At  1400  hours, 
tho  155th  extracted  tho  AKVU  Security  Company  of  110  troops  from  iX  856834 
back  to  their  hone  station  at  Ban  Mo  Thuot. This  extraction  was  conducted 

in  ono  lift.  The  170th  Aviation  Ccnp-ny  o:qx>ricnced  a  Sard  landing  at  1400 
hours  at  tho  3oun  Briong  Airfiold.  Incidcntia.1  skid  damage  was  incurod. 

There  were  no  injuries. 

15  larch:  Beginning  at  0730  hours  the  155th  Aviation  Company  with 
10  UHlD's  and  5  UH18(A)'o  and  the  170th  Aviation  Company  with  9  UHlD's  and 

6  UH1B(A)'a  conducted  airlanded  assaults  of  all  dements  of  the  1st  Battalion 
14th  Infantry.  Units  were  picked  up  from  '  ultiple  LZ's  and  landed  as  follows: 

Company  and  the  Battalion  CD  were  1-ndcd  at  AQ  113682,  D  Company  at  A.Q 
132703  and  C  Company  with  the  he;  vy  mortar  platoon  at  AQ  129638.  Total  troops 
moved  worn  656  plus  ammunition  and  equipment. 
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15  ilr.rch:  Two  GII-47's  displ  cot)  C  Br.ttory,  2nd  Bc.ttr.lion,  9th  Art¬ 
illery,  to  r.n  LZ  rt  AQ  113662.  All  civ.  ents  were  closed  into  poaition  rt 
1240  l  ours.  The  155th  continued  in  support  of  the  1st  Br.ttr.lion,  14th  Int¬ 
ently,  conducting  resupply.  The  170th  shifted  its  support  to  the  1st  Br.tt- 
rlion,  35th  Infrntry.  At  1230  hours  the  170th.  rerctcd  to  lift  rcinforcencnts 
in  relief  of  r,  plrtoon  in  horvy  cent  ret  rt  AQ  806625.  Upon  lending  in  the  LZ, 
hervy  ground  fire  wr  o  encountered,  hiting  throo  siren- ft.  One  pilot  wrs  kill¬ 
ed  rnd  two  other  crewicn  injured.  One  .  ircr-.ft  wrs  forced  to  lrnd  rt  Boun 
Briong  rnd  wns  Inter  ovreurted. 

16  linrch:  Todry  the  155th  Avir.ticn  Gcuprny  comenced  r.  test  to  det- 
cn.’ine  tho  fersibility  cf  c  proposed  rcergrnizrtion  of  the  T0f2  1-77E.  The 
170th  Avir.tion  Cor.prny  rttrehed  its  third  plr.toon  consisting  of  7  UllD's  rnd 

' ssignod  personnel  to  the  155th  to  bring  it  up  to  tho  d.03ircc  strength.  <•{ 
personnel  rnd  co.uipi.icnt  for  the  test.  Tlio  test  conprny  consisted  cf  23  UKID's 
rnd  8  t’K1B(A)'s.  Tt  is  test  wns  for  r  30  dry  peri  d,  rnd  henceforth,  when  ref¬ 
erence  is  u!  do  to  the  155th.  rnd  1?0"cA.  .  vir.tion  C.T.prnics,  their  orgrnizrtion 
will  consist  of  the  chrnges  discribcd  ;>  vo.  For  Oocrr.tien  Crrlield  t  dry, 
the  170th  with  4  t'HID's  rnd  5  UK1B(A)'s  reinforced*  with  5  UKIB's  rnd  2  UK1B- 
(A)'s  fron  th.o  119th  Avirtion  Cor.prny  vent  to  if  826617  to  support  tho  1st 
Brttrlion,  35th  Infrntry.  The  155th  Avir.tion  Conprny  \.ith  14  Ifi.lD's  rnd  5 
UK13(A):s  wont  to  AQ  114683  in  support  of  the  1st  Brttrlion,  14th  Infrntry, 
Soveml  plrtoon  »iztd  lifts  wore  conducted  for  both  Br.tt  "lions  throughout  the 
dry,  Tho  conprnics  resupplied  nil  clcr.ento  in  the  fiolc  -tnd  there  were  no 
incidonts  during  the  dry. 

18  I'rrchs  Todry  tic  155th  with  cno  plr.tocn  i  f  6  Uh.lD's  end  3  UF1B- 
(A)'s  rnd  tho  170th  with  4  UHlD's  rnd  2  UH1B(A) 's  supported  the  Brigrtio.  The 
119th  Avir.tion  Cor.prny  rcavinod  r.t  Crr  ,  1  ollowry  for  r.rintcnrnco.  Both  conp- 
nnios  resupplied  rll  elenents  during  t,l  o  noming.  At  1300  hours  both  coi  -.ponies 
1  irliftod  C  Cor.prny,  1st  Brttrlion,  14th  Infrntry,  fron  Boun  P-ricng  to  rn  LZ 
rt  .  Q  019758.  Tv/o  sorties  of  Ch-47's  were  used  to  i:ovc  the  herv-  rxrtrr  plat¬ 
oon  into  the  srr.e  LZ.  This  wrs  completed  r.t  1345  hours.  At  1400  hours,  C  Coti- 
prr>y,  1st  Br.ttrlion,  35th  Infrntry  wr.r.  extracted  fr  1.  rn  LZ  rt  AC  784613  to 
Boun  Bricng.  This  wrs  ncccnplishcd  in  two  lifts,  /ircrrft  conducted  the  ra> 

r  Index*  of  resupply  rnd  wore  relerscd  rt  1?00  h-urs.  There  were  no  incidonts. 

19  i’rrch:  Seginnin-,  rt  0730  1  nurc,  the  155th  with  10  VhlD's  rnd  5 
inE(A)'s  resupplied  4.2  rortrr  r:  munition  to  tl  0  1st  Brttrlion,  35th  Infrn¬ 
try,  c.t  AQ  783614.  r.t  0900  hours,  it  conducted  r.n  rirlrndod  rssrult  of  b 
Conor  ny,  1st  Br.ttr.lion,  35th  Infrntry,  consisting  of  140  troonB.  The  cor.prny  . 
wrs  picked  up  r.t  AQ  828610  r.nd  lrndcd  r.t  /Q  767598.  .'n  r ir  prestriko  of  the 
LZ  wrs  used,  but  duo  to  lew  fuel  tho  fighters  h"d  to  strike  30  lAnutes  tec 
osrly.  A  fi"  ’  inuto  r.rtillcry  preparation  wns  fired.  This  prcp'rrtior.  wrs 
icffcctive  duo  to  inrceurr.cy  ef  fires,  however,  tho  decision  wr.s  nrd.o  tc  lrnd 
tho  troops  using  gun  ship  suppressive  fire.  Tho  trcop3  wore  lrndcd  in  two 
successive  lifts  without  incident.  At  05 15  hours,  one  CK-47  sortie  wrs  used, 
to  lift  tho  hervy  nortrr  pl'teon  fr  1  AQ  62861 6  to  r.  secure  LZ  rt  AQ  733613. 
The  ruirindor  cf  the  dry  wrs  spent  in  rosupply  rnd  one  44  tn>cp  displrccnont. 
At  1330  hours,  during  the  troop  d.ispL-cor.ont,  one  UK1D  of  the  155th  Avir.tion 
Conprny  experienced,  rn  engine  friluru  while  on  final  r.pprerch  end  i.:.dc  r  for¬ 
ced  lending  resulting  in  drxirgo  to  the  skids.  There  were  nu  injuries. 

20  Ilrrch:  The  155th  Avir.tion  Conp-.ny  with  15  VKID's  rnd  6  UK1S(A)'s 
stf  rted.  tho  c.'.  ys  support  by  resupplying  the  1st  Br.ttrlion,  14th  Infrntry.  At 
1030  hours,  I  Fiold  Forces  Victnrn,  directed,  the  52d  Avir.tion  Br.ttr.lion  to 
dispatch  tho  155th  brek  to  2r.n  he  Thu- t  rc  scon  re  possible  t'  conduct  rn 
urgent  Mission  in  support  of  Special  F  rccs  in  tho  Beun  Eo.  Yrng  rror..  Tho 
115th  wr.o  crllwd  tc  Boun  Bricng  to  replace  tho  155th  in  support  of  tho  3rd 
Brlgr.do,  25th  Infrntry  Division.  The  119th  arrived  rt  1400  hours  with  8 
VHIB's  rnd  5  UH1B(A)'s,  but  were  directed,  to  join  the  155th,  to  reinforce 
then. 


GOKFinEXTnr, 
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20  Larch:  Tho  remainder  of  the  resupply  for  units  in  tho  field  was 
c>  nductod  by  CK-47. 


21  I-arch:  Tho  155th  Aviation  C -  .pany  c  ntinued  their  support  of  the 

Special  Forces  in  the  Puen  Ea  Yang  Area  while  tho  119th  with  7  UHlB's  and  3 
UHLB(A)  'a  supportod  Operation  Garfield.  During  the  no  mins  no nal  resupply 
was  conducted  plus  one  platoon  sized  lift  of  44  troops  and  tho  heavy  lxrtrr 
platoon  of  the  1st  Bn,  35th  Inf.  1 1  1600  hours  ai.  airlan'  ed  assault  of  3  Co, 
14th  Inf,  was  conducted  into  an  L.Z  at  40  775643.  Thi3  landing  \r s  nrdc  in 
six  successi'  c  lifts  and  was  completed  at  1730  hours.  Tho  119th  vr-  released- 
at  1615  hours.  At  1630  hours,  three  Cn-47 1  a  airlifted  A  Battery, 2nd  Battali.  n 
9th  .  rtillcry,  ir.tn  tho  sane  LZ  witi  3  Grrpany,  1st  d-ttalion,  14th  Infrr.try. 
This  took  11  sorties  and  was  canplctod  at  1900  hours.  There  were  no  incidents. 

22  I.’arch:  Doyinniny  at  073 0  hours,  tho  155th  with  10  LTID's  and  4 
W.1D(/)'o  hoy/n  by  extracting  elements  of  the  1st  Battalion,  35th  Infantry. 

4  and  C  C' roa.nics  :  nd  thv.  Battalion  CP  wero  dropped  atLuon  Brieny.  Better:.’ 

B,  2nd  Battalion,  9tli  Artillery,  was  extractc'*  from.  the  sane.  LZ  starting  't 
1230  hours.  It  W3  -Is.  rv  ved  t«  Bur  n  Prieny.  Because  of  n'intcn-ncc  diffic¬ 
ulties,  there  w-s  only  one  CK-47  av-il-blc.  It  W  1:  a.  total  of  11  serties 
and  was  completed  at  1530  hours,  -t  1415  hours,  3  Cor.pa rv,  l3t  Batt'lion, 

35th  Inf;  ntrv,  was  assault  landed  :t  n  h"  *t  .0  773626,  T1  is  lift  consist¬ 
ed  of  16 5  troops  an('  half  of  the  lvaw  rt-r  nlr.toon.  It  was  rccaolisled 
in  throe  lifts.  Other  activities  includ  ,  r.  supply  of  all  cl; rents  in  the 
field.  There  were  no  incidents. 

23  hf.rch:  The  155th.  Aviation  Co.-nany  witl  12  UKID's  and  4  UK1E(A)'s 
provided  supp-  rt  today.  total  of  three  platoon  siz^d  lifts  wore  acc"P.plish- 
ed  includin„  one  for  the  1st  3attalion,  14tl.  Inf-ntry.  2-el.  lift  consisted  of 
approximately  45  troops.  The  one  cc.nd.uct  ;<'  for  the  1st  hatt.  liin,  35th  Infan- 
try,  wa.s  extr  eted  later  in  the  d-y.  Hcsupply  was  ;  ccj'.plisl.ed  for  all  unit3 
in  the  field.  Two  CIi-47'3  resupplied  the  artille  ry  with  six  S'  rtics.  All  air¬ 
craft  wero  role.  sed  at  1730  hours.  There  were  no  incidents  ted-y. 


24  Larch:  The  170th  Aviation  Cump-ny  with  3  BHIB'3  provided  the 
only  supp-rt  for  Operation  Garfield  ted-y.  oil  ether  aircraft  in  the  battal¬ 
ion  wero  ccmitted  on  other  oi-erati.  ns.  T1  cse  three  aircraft  resupplied  all 
ulcncnt3  and  wero  rele;  sed  at  1900  hturs.  Two  Ch-47's  were  committed  to 
Garfield  i  t  1000  h  urs,  however  at  1015  h  >urs  they  were  directed  to  Ban  he 
Thuet  to  lift  ARVIi  ..rtillcry  to  the  vicinity  of  Bu  Proany  and  were  not  rel¬ 
eased  until  1745  hours.  Operation  G  field  was  terminated  effective  242400 
April  1966. 


3.Sr.jf.nY  OF  STATISTIC/ L  DATA: 


a  . 


Tnfl  l  issiens 
Total  !Aur3 
Total  Caryo 
Tot? 1  Troops 
Tot;  1  S  'rtics 


Trap  C-rrleVs 
336 
297<3 

610  tons 
19474 
10132 


..n.e<„  4/C 

176 


1128 


3439 


b.  Tho  219th  Aviation  Company  (Lijht  Observation)  pr.  viced  two 
OIF's  f a  ru  the  start  of  the  operation  until  10  l  arch  .  On  10  l  arch  the  01F 
support  was  increased  to  six  for  the  reminder  of  the  operation.  Primary 
missions  flown  wjro  visual  reconnaissance  and.  artillory  fire  direction. 
Other  type  missions  consisted  of  radio  rcl"y,  convoy  surveillance  and  ccu- 
ua  nd  lia  ison . 


b.  A  t.it- 1  of  301  sorties  -  nd  407  h'urs  won-  flo\m  resulting  in 
204  significant  sightings  b*ing  i.'i.o.  1.  t<  trl  -f  28  artillery  rdssiwns  were 
fired  frrn  the  OIF’s  on  lai  wn  or  suspected.  unu ~y  concentrations  resulting  in 
m  ostinrtod  35  «-n cay  killed . 


4.  D’OISTICS: 


L  gistical  3up;x  rt  for  the  52d.  /vitl  n  Coap'ny  .uring  Operation 
Garfield.  wa.s  outstanding.  On  D-3,  ".  "  n  tions  fron  fjui  ’3:  n  Support  Canaand 
Wi.ro  drawn  for  425  troops.  Further  r'ti.r.s  were  drawn  as  required.  Class  III 
wrs  tc  bo  Crown  -t  the  rote  of  20,000  3 oil' -ns  "or  cry  initially,  a nc’  to  bo 
later  adjusted  bv  nission  require:  icnts.  At  the  be,, inning  Class  IIIA.  end  VA 
were  f  1  .vm  to  San  l.c  Thuot  City  Airport  where  tie  r  ire  reft  were  brsec',.  Fuel 
was  c'.is-iensei'  bv  organic  1200  gallon  tc ’Jeers.  On  I>5  the  operatic  n  was  nrvud. 
tc  Jlu  n  3riong.  Class  III.  one’.  VA  was  then  : icvcc  fnn  "an  I  c  Thuot  to  Bur-n 
Brieng  by  air.  henand  £'  r  Class  III.  continuer’  to  be  korvy  ftcr  D  Cay.  Tho 
no  significant  pr.bl.j-.  encountered  was  n-n-a.va.ilibility  tf  nylon  cargo 
slings  which  We  re  nee.  od  for  Class  III:  vu-.ent  bv  CH-47.  Vie  fa  li  ving 

rignificant  supplies  were  expended  or.  tl  e  operation: 

Class  I  Class  III:'. 

12,700  "a"  rations  294,360  g-1  JP-4 

4,400  C  rati,  ns  11,632  gel  Av  ga.s 

Class  V. 


1400  r.unds  2.75  raclxts 
140000  reun-  s  7.62  :r. 

2000  rounds  4Ctr. 

5.  IHS6.  ':3  Up  FJUD: 

a,  Itei  ■;  -e’Strictod.  8tag(;fic?.oS. 

Dlecusai  r.t  Durin  Cpvr:  Cion  Oarfiol',  three  cirr:i  bile  ccr.p- 
anios  wore  01  ipleyJT  te  svpx  rt  tho  3rd  SrigaCc,  25th  Ir.f'ntry  Civisicn. 

Tl.ero  were  three  different  stagcfiel  s  utilise.'  throw. ghaut  t.  e  c  'cr-ti  n. 

Cut  of  the  three  fields,  only  nc  was  large  enough  to  pr-  vice  sufficient 

for  sir.ultane.  un  o;v.  ration  of  all  aircraft  of  the  thr^e  caruenies.  Ti  e 
others  bec'ne  cxtreuely  congested,  end;  ngcrin;  both  aircraft  and  personnel 
on  the  ground.  This  restricted  ap'c.-  dir'  n  t  allow  proper  spacing.  This 
ften  caused  c  nfussi  n  with  the  supported  forces,  :  n.'  incru'Sed.  control 
lie.' cures  en  the  gr  unc’. 

Less~n  L.-:  med:  By  close  coordination  :  nd  det;  iled  planning, 
:.:uch  can  be  done  t..  olidn'te  the  c- nfusien  that  crises  in  restricted  st'gc- 
fields  <r  lead  zones,  k  wever,  when  p  ssible  it  is  better  t  phe  so  the  air** 
bile  C'  r.p  nics  so  that  ne  acre  tl  t.  one  will  bo  en  the  .,rc.un<  :  t  one  tine. 
It  Mr 0  learned  tl.  t  ncxinua  utilise ti  n  could,  be  ofdoctcd  by  assigning  '.nc 
ir.:  bile  CeiuxTy  to  each,  infantry  battalion  in  direct  support  whenever  the 
airlift  require. .ents  wo.uld  per; .it .  Thin  w.  ul  .  p.  siti.  n  the  .-  ice raft  in  the 
field,  so  that  they  would,  be  inncddately  responsive  tc  tho  supp*  rted  batta.l- 
ion  and.  at  the  sane  tine  keep  the  aircr:  ft  .  ut  of  the  stcgeficld  at  Brig  d.e 
except  for  resupply  pickup  and  when  aircr' ft  require  refueling. 

ft 

b.  I  tee:  3r:r.ll  LZ's 

Discussion:  During  uporc  ti.-n  Garfield  it  was  ften  necossa ry 
to  operate  int  .  'nd  u<  t  of  suall  and  r.3tricted  LZ’s.  Sizes  w  >uld  vary  frrr. 
ne  ship  in  sizo  and  la.rgcr. 


$TI.\  1 


WJDEiVTJAfc 


Discussl  n?  Duo  t  !.i;l  density  rltitucVs  (•  ften  j'in^  rb'Vc 
5000  f^ct),  l.i'ih  harriers,  etc,  e’cr’ti  r/l  r.  quire:  .ents  rf  tho  sup;y  rtod 
ur  unt’  f  >rcuo  hrd  to  be  cloudy  c  nsii  ere  '  b.,f  re  o  i  fitting  ■  unit  to  so"c 
of  tl iese  LZ'o.  in  ne  ccoosicn  4.2  incl  r.ortrrs  Were  lrn.’c-'  in  r.  sr.dl  LZ 
tlrrt  wr s  too  sir  11  t<  extract  the.  fri  n,  CK-47  h:  d  t  be  use;  t  lift  this 
••  .rt'  r  plr.to>  <n  out . 


Less  n  I  me  Tie  virti  in  C-  rsvni'.ur  rust  be  t!  pujl?  f.-r.ilrr 

with  ti  e  supported.  unit's  pirns  ;  n-'  r. quir nts  one',  oust  wrrl  cl’sely  in  «  r  - 

or  to  i>rt  porly  r.d.viso  ti  e  unit  ccr:  .  r  ;  n;’  rssist  hi:;  in  for. ml;  tin;;  future 

pirns . 


c.  Ite..:  Lock  of  1  rtiller/  Crrjo  Slinjs . 

iii8cussirn;  *t  tl.e  besi:ininj  of  o-,er..ti  n  Grrficld.  there  were 
n-  slinks  :  vrils.ble  f  r  lifting  tl.e  105  14  witz^r  r.ni'  '11  ..rtiller;’  hoc’  to  'v 
intern."  lly  Ionia.*.  7!  is  require;'  ;toro  tir:c  r  nd  eff  rt  in  .ter  t  rove  r  brt- 
tory.  L'ter  in  tie  eporr.tiun  tu,  sli..;s  hecrno  r.vril'ble  r.nd.  .qre.'tly  f;  cilit- 
•  to,'  r.,.Vei;.ent,  1  -never,  tboso  clinps  s-  n  if  re  i  ut  rnd  no  iv've  were  >  bt-" inr.ble . 

Less  n  Lerme.’:  7h’"t  Cl. -47  ircr  ft  do  not  one  equip  efl  trith. 
neCess:  ry  s.linjs  m.  nets.  The  surp  rte  unit  ;  ust  ;;r  vi  e  these  iteis. 

■  .  Itc.;  Ir.f  nt ry  3;tt;  li’n  field  C?  I; nc'.irv;  zones  bec.’nc  congest¬ 
ed,  mil  r,. stricter  lxlicontor  opeiv.ti'.ns  "ne  rrliller/  firinj. 

Liscussi  n:  M.  nv  1  -.rec..t'ure  for  the  supp-  rte<  infmtry  brttrl- 
i.n  wr  s  t.  1  *c,  to  tie  b.’ttrlien  C?  with  ••  oi:p'ny  sized  security  f- rco  r  nr  tho 
irect  support  rtillery  b’ttery.  On  sever;  1  <’.cc."ssi»  ns  the  LZ  vrs  too  x  ,;-ll 
t<  rcc ..■■•m’; to  rll  f  these  olw.onts  ;nd  still  rll<  w  unrestricted  [diopter 
..r:  tiens  into  tho  LZ.  71; is  often  eccured  during  the  l'rv  irp  r  f  subsequent 
eiuients  into  tl.o  LZ,  Once  the  socurit”  v;r.s  pi’ cot’  in  the  LZ,  tb  "rtiller;'' 
rculd  strrt  to  be  liftoi’  b*  CH-47,  nul  .  u'nwhile,  troop  o-rriers  w  ul<‘  still 
be  lifting  the  ro  irinin;,  donents.  ll.is  c rentes  rft  ri'  »s  •.per-tin-;  ccr/’ it i;  ns 
until  -11  elu’er.ts  rre  in.  b  ter  duriry.  r,.3u.  ..ly  :  r.r’/<  r  tr  '-p  lifts  fm.  this 
LZ,  rrtillory  fire  is  •  ften  interim ’te;'  r  ■  ircr-  ft  r  require, ’  t-  b-ld  until 
.'rtiller'’  fire  Lr.s  ceased. 


Less  n  Le  me.':  71. -t  Ve  b.-tt;  li--n  CD  rust  be  piece-  in  r  1-rjc 
LZ  vLe.ro  T-ssiblo.  ■  hen  this  is  n  t  ;  ssibie,  rll  tr  op  lifts  int,  the  LZ  rust 
be  offplot ed  .ri,  r  t  liftin’;  .'rtillery  in.  L' ter,  <  efin-'te  c-r.t.'ct  between 
nil  ' ircr-' ft  "nd  tie  •  rtillery  •  ust  be  established  upon  rp  rrchinj  LZ. 

e.  Itei.:  Pp.'jjer  plcnninj  fer  future  ertions. 

Discussi-n:  This  is  ;  c  nst.'nt  pr  bl  „ .  ry..  will  c<  ntinue  tc 
cr  the  ■  r  xr  ."r.d  efficient  use  ,-f  helic  p.tcrs  in  supp  rt  f  rny  u,iit 
urinj  r  sustrina'.  eperrtirn.  Cn  ;  ’:r’  ,  --  ”s,  the  pirns  for  the  no  t  d.-ys 
;  per-  tirno  wore  n  t  :/ do  until  •  fter  dfrlt.  71  is  .  reclu  cd  p  ucr  reC<nn.'iso- 
•  ncc  rnd  ca  rh.in.'ti  n,  r  del.  yed  the  per'-.ti'  n  until  such,  r-cer.n'iss.  r.co 
'ni  co'in'-in'  ti.m  c  uld  be  ofl'ecte  the  next  i./.rr.inj. 

LeB'j.  n  Le;  rr./  :  Tlirt  -roistmt  H.’  iS'ii  dth  the  Brtj.’dw  S-3 
r  nd/or  Ur.tt’  li.n  S-J's  t  v.v.  rk  ,ut  ;l’nu  ■'  s  e'.rly  rs  possible  in  Per  tl.rt 
;  r.’or  rucenn;  iss' nee  rnd  c  tr’inrtion  c  ul;  be  in  o  th._  rftem’.cn  before 
tho  next  d.'ys  per.' ti-  n. 
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H3ADC3JARTERS 
52D  AVIATION  BATTALION 
APO  San  Francisco  96318 


6  April  1966 


SUBJECT:  After  Action  Report,  Operation  “TIGER-5" 


TO:  Commanding  Officer 

17th  Aviation  Group 
ATTN:  S-3 

ABO  US  Forces  96240 


1.  Fission  Background:  On  17  March  1966,  the  52d  Aviation  Battalion 
was  alerted  by  I  Field  Forces  Vietnam,  to  support  the  Capital  ROIC  Division 
in  operation  TIG’Ctl-5.  Operation  TIGER- 5  was  a  search  and  destroy  mission 
conducted  in  eastern  Binh  Dinh  Province,  with  a  follow  up  mission  to  protect 
the  rice  harvest.  The  battalion  was  directed  to  pull  one  company  from  oper¬ 
ation  GARFIELD  and  to  support  operation  TIGER-5  with  two  airmobile  companies. 

The  battalion  executive  officer  was  designated  as  mission  commander  and 
established  liaison  with  the  ROK  Division  on  13  larch  1966.  An  initial  coord¬ 
ination  briefing  was  conducted  followed  by  an  aerial  reconnaissance  of  the 
operational  area  for  the  selection  of  loading  and  landing  zones.  The  119th 
Aviation  Company  was  alerted  for  lovomant  to  Phu  Tai,  staging  with  the  161st 
Aviation  Company  at  lane  Heliport. 

2,  The  following  is  a  summary  of  events : 

17  March.  I  FFV  alerted  the  battalion  for  Operation  TIGER-5. 

10  March.  The  13n  EXO  and  S-3A  attended  ar.  initial  operation  briefing  at  the 
ROK  Division  Headquarters.  The  Cavalry  Regiment  was  to  bo  the 
unit  lifted  in  tho  beginning  of  the  operation.  Tho  l6lst  Aviation 
Company  was  alcrtod  for  the  operation. 


19  March. 


12  March. 


23  March. 


Tho  Bn  EXO  and  S-3A  coordinated  a/ith  tho  ROK  Cavalry  Regiment,  An 
area  reconnaissance  was  made,  solocting  an  IZ  at  CR  02S  453.  The 
loading  zone  was  established  at  BR  934  473.  Coordination  was  also 
nado  with  tho  1st  Infantry  Regiment  for  possible  r.irmobilo  oper¬ 
ations  in  the  later  phases  of  the  operation. 

Battalion  hcadqua rters  elements  and  tho  119th  Aviation  Company 
closed  into  Phu  Tai  (Lano  Holiport)  at  1400  hours.  Tho  161st 
Aviation  Company  completed  an  infiltration  movement  of  one  (1) 
infantry  company  and  communications  equipment  to  tho  ROK  Divis¬ 
ion  forward  command  post.  Four  (4)  UHlD's  wore  used  over  a  three 
(3)  day  poriod  to  complete  tho  operation.  An  operational  briefing 
for  tho  ALA  on  23  March  :cs  conducted  b-v  tho  battalion.  1X0  and  S  -3A. 

At  0615  hours  the  battalion  EXO  and  S-3A  departed  Lf.no  Holiport  vdth 
the  loading  zona  party.  Tho  119th  and  161st  Aviation  Companios 
closed  into  tho  loading  zono  at  0645  hours  with  ton  (10)  UH1D,  ton 
UH1B  and  nine  (9)  UKIB(A)  helicopters.  Tho  first  lift  departed 
tho  loading  zone  at  0705  hours  and  landed  in  tho  1Z  CR  023  453  at 
0710  hours,  2d  LZ  time  was  0725  hours.  Two  lifts  were  mndo  lifting 


/ 
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24  Ifcrch. 

25  March. 


26  ISwoh. 

27  Maroh. 
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approximately  two  hundred  twenty  (220)  troops*  Tho  USAF  provided 
an  adoquato  proatriko  of  tho  LZ.  Ono  hit  was  rccoivod  from  ground 
fire,  no  casualties  wore  taxon.  Upon  completion  of  tho  ALA,  hoad- 
quarter3  pcrsonnol  fron  tho  Cr.v  Regt  and  the  2d  Bn  Cav  Rogt  wero 
lifted  to  a  forward  coiiiand  post  on  hill  94,  BR  978  440.  Five  (5) 
CiC  and  eight  (8)  resupply  helicopters  w.ro  dispatched  to  tho  div¬ 
ision  for  the  remainder  of  tho  day.  This  CiC  and  resupply  requiro- 
mont  bocamo  a  daily  commitment  for  tho  remainder  of  tho  oporation. 
At  1600  hours  tho  battalion  received  an  unexpected  request  tc  ex¬ 
tract  ono  hundred  seventy  fivo  (175)  troops  from  CR  033  457  &  BR 
934  473.  An  additional  seventy  (70)  troops  wero  lifted  from  tho 
division  couuv'.r.d  post  on  hill  78  3R  991  422,  to  BR  915  449.  A 
warning  ord.r  was  rocoived  from  I  FFV  to  support  the  22d  Infantry 
Division  (ARVTJ)  on  tho  morning  of  25  ; larch  1966,  Following  tho 
(ARViJ)  mission,  tho  battalion  \r.s  to  return  to  support  of  tho  R0K 
Division  at  251200  hourr. 


Tho  battalion. 2X0  and  S-3A  made  an  LZ  reconnaissance  \d.th  the  CO, 
41st  Inf  Rogt  (ARVIl)  SA,  and  USA?  FAC.  Two  (2)  LZ's  wero  scloctod 
for  an  ALA  to  bo  conducted  at  251000  hours  An  operation  briefing 
was  conducted  at  1845  hours  for  tho  119th  and  161st  Aviation  Com¬ 
panies. 

Thu  battalion  supported  the  41st  Regiment,  22d  Infantry  Division 
(ARVIl)  in  an  operation  opening  highway  1  to  Bong  Son.  Tho  battal-.’ 
ion  utilized  nine  (9)  UH1D,  nino  (9)  UH1B,  and  nino  (9)  UH13(A) 
helicopters.  Tho  operation  was  conducted  by  utilizing  an  initial 
loading  zona  at  Phu  Cat  airfield  BR  915  456,  to  an  LZ  at  BR  912 
847.  Tho  2d  and  3d  lifts  wore  staged  fron  tho  Phu  Iqy  airstrip  BR 
898  677.  The  3d  lift  was  landed  in  a  separate  1Z  at  BR  928  822. 

A  total  of  four  hundrod  (400)  troops  wero  liftod  in  throo  (3) 
lifts.  Tho  1st  LZ  timo  was  1000  hours,  subsequent  lifts  at  1025 
and  1105  hours.  Ono  (1)  U;2J(A)  received  cno  (1)  hit  fron  ground 
fire,  no  Injurioa  wero  sustained,  Tho  USA?  provided  an  adoqur.to 
prestriko  of  both  LZ's.  All  r.  ire  re.  ft  roturnod  to  Ir.no  Heliport 
for  reaming  and  rofucling  by  1200  hours.  Tho  battalion  rosunod 
support  of  tho  ROK  Division  for  tho  remainder  of  tho  day  committing 
eleven  (ll)  UH1D  and  nino  (9)  UH1B  troop  oarriors.  The  entiro 
offort  was  in  support  of  C&C  and  rosupply  to  the  doployod  olomonts 
of  tho  division. 

Tho  battalion  supported  the  ROK  Division  with  routino  C&C  and 
rosupply  aircraft,  no  airoobilo  operations  wore  conductod, 

Tho  battalion  bogan  the  day  with  normal  C4C  and  rosupply  support 
to  tho  division.  At  1200  hours,  all  aircraft  woro  committed  to 
extract  tho  division  forward  coismand  post  and  tho  cavalry  -oginont 
forward  command  post  back  to  thoir  respective  base  camps.  Upon 
complotion  of  this  movement,  tho  119th  Aviation  Company  was  ro- 
loacod  to  return  to  Ploiku.  Tho  161st  wr.s  to  continuo  aviation 
support  to  tho  ROK  Divioion  as  it  continued  in  tho  mission  of  pro¬ 
tecting  tho  rico  harvost. 
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3.  Summary  of  Statistical  Dat . : 


UNITS 

HOURS 

SORTIES 

PAR 

C.  JIG0  (tons) 

119 

262 

1,434 

1,415 

119 

161 

309 

L22. 

222 

TOTAL: 

571 

2,734 

3,664 

356 

4.  Logistics:  Logistical  support  for  operation  TIGER-5  was  provided 
fcy  tho  Qui.  Hhon  Support  Cemd.  Class  I  supplio3  were  drawn  on  0-3  for  over 
300  officers  end  men  end  storod  at  Lr.no  Heliport,  Doily  resupply  of  dess 
I  wns  picked  up  es  requirod  thoreaftav  •  Clas3  III  A  was  requested  end  de¬ 
livered  et  tho  reto  of  10,000  (rollons  (JP-4)  de.ily  to  be  adjusted  according 
to  uisoion  requirements.  Tho  lono  exception  to  this  \r. s  a  requirement  for 
Clo.33  III  A  and  V  A  which  dovclopod  for  a  half  dey  operation  in  tho  vicinity 
of  Phu  i  y  DR  09  '  677,  Liaison  was  effected  end  a  5000  gallon  tankor  vr.s  dis¬ 
patched.  Rosponso  end  cooperation  from  the  lat  Log  Commend  in  this  in3tenco 
wr.s  o::co.llcnt.  Following  D-day,  requirements  for  Class  III  A  end  V  A  droppod 
by  approximately  30£,  On  D+5  all  sta-- field  equipment  wr.s  recovered  to  Camp  . 
Holloway.  Tho  following  were  oxponded  on  tho  operation. 


Class  I  1500  noons  -  Class  in  A  35,000  .-pel  JP-4  -  Class  V  A  350  40cra  link 
500  2.75  rockets,  30,000  7.62  link. 


5.  Lessons  Learned: 


ITEii:  Fire  support  coordr.-'tion  center. 

DISCUSSION :  Tho  ROIC  Division  does  not  establish  a  central  FSCC  for 
a  multi-raiment  operation,  .'inch  ro;,iment  seporatoly  operates  its  own  7SC  in 
tho  firo  direction  center  for  itc  uv/n  area  of  operation.  A  fire  coordination 
lino  was  established  and  an  effort  was  made  to  relay  artillery  advisories  to 
tho  division  forward  CP.  However  on  several  difforent  occasions  noar  nissos 
woro  oxporioncod  when  unannounced  artillery  fires  were  placod  in  areas  whoro 
holiooptors  were  operating. 

OBS  liVATION :  It  is  imperative  that  a  system  bo  established  where 
aircraft  operating  in  tho  foward  area  cc.n  rocoivc  notico  on  plannod  and  un¬ 
planned  artillery  firos,  An  offort  was  made  to  do  this  by  placing  a  battalion 
forward  control  station  with  tho  division  CP.  In  several  instancos  this  wr.s 
not  adoquato.  A  solution  was  to  put  a  11". icon  officor  with  oach  roglmcnt  FSC 
for  tho  solo  purposo  of  relaying  artillery  and  air  strlko  warnings  in  tho 
rogimonts  .area  of  operation.  It  is  rcccoxndod  that  tho  ROIC  Division  bo  on- 
oouraqod  to  oetablish  a  FSCC  for  future  operations. 

ITEM:  Wight  illumination  (Flaro  Ship) 

DISCUSSION:  Tho  battalion  roccdvcd  a  standing  requirement  for  a 
standby  flare  ship  oach  night  for  the  operation.  On  three  occasions  tho 
flare  ship  was  launched  on  roquost  only  to  find  a  USA?  aircraft  alroady  on 
station  providing  illumination. 
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O.'SStV.'.TIOH ;  It  ins  rcc^iraonclcc'  that  requirements  for  flaro  air¬ 
craft  bo  placed  on  the  USA?.  IXio  to  the  United  amoua'  of  f lores  that  <1 
helicopter  can  oarry  it  is  more  or.actical  for  a  larger  fixed  \r±nr  aircraft 
to  porform  this  mission,  Roll copter  utilization  3hould  bo  lir.vitod  to  r.n 
aicr^-ncy  uso  in  the  event  othor  means  nro  not  avnilnblo. 


RCBART  L.  COTY  kj 


ROBERT  L.  COli 
Lt  Col,  Inf 
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52D  AVIATION  JAmUOil 
APO  San  Francisco  96318 


AVGP-CC  8  May  1966 

SUBJECT:  After  Action  Report,  Operation  Lincoln 


1,  Ifi.s3.ton  Background:  Operation  Lincoln  impossod  no  change  to  aviation 
support  provided  to  Operation  Garfield.  Mission  requirements  consisted  of  throo 
airmobile  companies  in  support  of  tho  3d  Brigade,  25th  Infantry  Division.  Oper¬ 
ation  Lincoln  began  as  a  joint  operation  with  3d  Brigade,  25th  Infantry  Division 

on  tho  south  and  two  brigades,  1st  Air  Cavalry  Division  on  the  north.  Tho  area 
of  operation  ms  tho  southern  half  of  Plciku  Province.  Initially,  tho  3d  Erig- 
ado  CP  and  tho  aviation  stage  fiold  regain  ,d  at  Boun  Briong.  On  31  March,  the 
stagcficld  was  moved  from  Boun  Brieng  to  Due  Co.  At  the  sano  tine  tho  3d  Brlgado, 
25th  Infantry  Division  went  under  operational  control  of  the  1st  Air  Cavalry  Div¬ 
ision  and  remained  so  until  termination  of  Operation  Lincoln  on  7  April  66. 

2.  The  follwoing  is  a  sumary  of  events : 

25  Mirch:  Operation  Lincoln  comcnced  at  001  hours,  25  March  66.  All  support od 

units  woro  tactically  disposed  as  they  were'  upon  termination  of  Oper¬ 
ation  Garfield,  Tho  155th  Avn  Ce  with  12  UHlD's  and  5  UH13(A)'s  con¬ 
ducted  threfi  platoon  sized  lifta  of  44  troops,  each  in  support  of  tho 
1st  Bn,  35th  Inf,  Tho  remainder  of  the  day  ms  spent  resupplying 
both  battalions..  At  1600  hours  tho  Bn  Commander,  his  S-3,  ALO  and 
tho  Artillery  Commander,  conducted  a  reconnaissance  of  a  new  area  of 
operations  for  tho  let  Bn,  14th  Inf.  Two  IZ's  woro  scloctod  for  all 
oiononts  of  tho  battalion  and  its  supporting  ortillory  battory.  At 
0900  hours,  A  Company,  501st  Aviation  Company,  with  12  UHlD's  and  6 
UHlB(A)'s  moved  into  Btm  Mo  Thuot  City  Airfield  and  came  undor  opor- 
atijral  control  of  tho  52d  Aviation  Battalion.  Tho  key  officers  woro 
briofod  at  0930  and  given  tho  remainder  of  tho  day  to  set  up  Camp, 

At  1600,  the  Company  Commando r  was  takon  on  roconnassanco  of  the  aroa 
of  operations  in  preparation  for  thoir  onploynont  tho  next  day. 

26  March:  Beginning  ut  0800  hours,  tho  155th  Avn  Co  with  15  UHlD's  and  5  UK1B(A) 

'a  and  "A"  Co,  501st  Avn  Bn  with  10  UHlD's  and  5  UHlB(A)'s,  liftod  "C" 
Co,  1st  3n,  14th  la'  consisting  of  155  troopa.  Troops  wero  picked  up 
at  AQ  774643  and  la  .led  at  AQ  125487.  This  was  accomplished  in  ono 
lift.  At  0900  hour..  "B"  Co,  1st  Bn,  14th  Inf  consisting  of  144  troopa 
was  picked  up  at  the  sane  PZ  and  airlandod  at  AQ  078541 .  At  091 5 
hours,  throo  CW-47 's  lifted  "A"  Btry,  2d  Bn,  9th  Arty  from  AQ  774643 
to  AQ  125487.  Tho  Arty  Btry  novo  was  conplctod  at  1115  hours.  At 
1100  hours,  "4"  Co,  501st  Avn  Bn  resupplied  tho  1st  Bn,  14 th  Inf  from 
Boun  Briong  to  AQ  125487>  and  then  liftod  tho  CP  olenent  of  33  troops 
and  throo  looda  of  oquiprent  into  the  sane  LZ*.  At  1200  hours  all  air¬ 
craft  woro  used  to  lift  Co,  1st  Bn,  14th  Inf,  consisting  of  152 
troopc,  from  a  PZ  at  AQ  774643  and  landed  in  the  LZ  at  AQ  125487. 

During  tho  afternoon  "A"  Co,  5dot  Avn  Bn  re:  mined  yith  the  1st  Bn, 

14th  Inf  to  provido  lift  for  possible  reaction,  and  conduct  resupply. 
Tho  155th  Avn  Co  supported  tho  1st  Bn,  35th  Inf  with  throo  platoon 
lifts,  two  platoon  sized  extractions,  all  of  approximately  44  troops 
each.  They  also  resupplied  all  elements  of  tho  battalion. 

27  March:  Tho  155th  Avn  Ce  with  6  UHlD's  and  3  lTHlB(A)!s  supported  the  1st  Bn, 

35th  Inf  with  throo  platoon  sized  lifts  and  conducted  resupply.  "A" 

Co,  501st  Avn  Bn  supported  the  14th  Inf  with  throo  pin  .con  sisod  lift3 
and  resupply.  All  aircraft  wero  roloasod  at  1700  hour  3. 
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Tho  155th  Avn  Co  with  9  ITU's  and  5  UH1B(A)*3  and  “A"  Co,  50l3t 
Avn  Bn  with  10  UMlD's  nr.  !  5  UKIB(A)»s  lifted  tho  1st  Bn,  35th  Inf 
fron  Stun  Br.i.sig  into  the  f  ur  LZGs  It  AO.  926606,  AQ  055333,  AQ 
825796  nd  AQ  773786,  'fiv.se  1  iovcs  to  k  fivo  lift3  beginning  at 
0730  hours  and  were  c  tplotGd  at  HOG  hours,  *  4'totel  cf  506  troops 
were  lifted.  "A"  Co,  50L  t  Bn,  provided  4  UHlD's  to  lift  "C"  Co, 

1st  Bn,  14th  Inf  fron  AO,  125487  to  Qoun  Briong  to  provilo  security- 
for  the  briga  !o  headquarters.  "A"  Co,  SCHt  Avn  fir.  wa3  released 
to  return  to- hxto  station  at  1200  h  -urs,  'The  155th  fo  supplied  both 
battalion:..  At  0500  hours,  tlireo  CH-47'c  wore  used  to  lift  "A"  Btry, 
2d  Eh,  9th  Arty  from  Boun  Belong  to  an  LZ  at  AQ  S3 5333.  This  lift 
took  12  sort-ies  and  was  c‘  •  i.  letoi  at  1200  hours. 

29  i-faarohi  Tho  155th  Avn  Co  with  12  UHlD's  an.  5  UhUCO'a  and  tho  119th  ,.vn 

Co  with  9  UHlD's  anal  5  UHl!l(A)*s  supp/rU tho  novo  of  the  lot  Bn, 
14th  Ini',  fron  the  two  LZ«s  at  AQ  125437  and  A.Q  210S15  to  AQ  20476.3 
and  A.Q  2433d -4.  Tho  revo  scinencod  at  0730  hours,  and  was  conplotod 
at  110G  hours.  Total  lift  consisted  of  546  tro  pa  and  required 
fivo  lifts,  four  by  the  J.55th  Avn  Cj  on',  one  by  tho  119th  Avn  Co. 
Throa  C’i-47'o  novel  "0"  .  ry,  2d  Eh,  9th  Arty  fron  AQ  125407  to 
A.Q  210315.  This  r.  vo  to  k  three  hour-:,  and  consisted  c-f  13  sorties, 
corswncing  at  0745  hours.  During  tho  reminder  of  tho  day,  the 
155th  Avn  Co  resup.  lied  tho  lot  Bn,  14th  Inf. 

30  Morel.:  Tho  155th  with  10  I'KID'o  and  5  bH13(A)'e  sup  rt  1  both  battalions 

today,  die  platoon  cf  5  Ohio* a  and  2  UHL’l(A)'s  sup.  •ertcc*.  the  1st 
Ir.,  35th  Inf,  with  'no  cenfAny  sized  lift  of  90  tro  ops  fron  AQ  - 
210315  t  an  12  at  ;,Q  20536-4.  In  aiditi  'n  to  thi3  lift,  throe  pla¬ 
toon  sized  lifts  f  about  40  tree;  s  each  vitro  it  do  and  later  ex¬ 
tracted.  Ties  ether  ;  Into  n  of  5  UHlD's  ar.l  3  UHlB(/.)*s  supported 
the  1st  Bn,  d4th  Inf  with  throe  ,  Into  n  sized  lifts  of  abcut  44 
troops  each.  Doth  plat,  ar.3  roGu.  plied  their  respective  battalions 
and  were  released  at  LOGO  hours. 


31  i’.-xohi  The  155th  Avn  Co  with  xi  UHlD's  and  tho  119th  Avn  Co  with  3  UH1B'3 
(attache1,  fren  tho  17>„h  ..vn  Co)  supported  tho  displnccuent  of  tho 
1st  Eh,  14th  Inf  end  the  1  st  in,  35th  Inf  fron  thoir  field  location 
to  Due  Co  Airfiei  1.  The  1st  in,  14th  Inf  consisting  of  360  troops 
were  lifted,  first  begining  at  0 73' >  h  ura  an!  cxvoictoi  at  1100 
h'urs.  Three  Cl!— 47 * s  lifted  Btry,  2d  Bn,  9th  Arty  frau  its 
field  location  to  Duo  Co.  This  required  13  s  ;rtics  and  was  cen- 
plotod  at  1130  hours.  There  were  no  incidents, 

1  April:  Tho  155th  ..vn  C-  with  1,  UHlD's,  4  UH19«s  (attached  fren  tho  119th 

Avn  Co)  and  6  UH4B(A),o  airlifted  the  1st  Hi,  14th  Inf,  consisting 
of  365  troops,  fr  ii  Due  Co  to  on  IZ  at  YA  004062,  This  lift  was 
begun  at  123-1  hours,  c  insisting  of  4  lifts  fron  Due  Co  to  an  LZ  at 
ZA  940C49.  Six  Clf-47's  lilted  "A"  Btry  and  "A"  drtyc,  21  Bn,  9th 
Arty  fron  Due  Co  to  tho  rscctivo  LZ'3  listed  above.  Artillery 
lifts  started  at  15QQ-  hours  and  were  conplotod  at  10GO  hours. 

Thoro  wore  no  incidents  during  tho  day, 

2  April:  Tho  170th  Avn  C>  with  6  UHlD's  and  4  UHIB(A)  '3  lifted  "C"  Co,  1st 

Lin,  35th  Inf,  consisting  of  125  troops,  fron  Due  Co  tc  ZA  940049. 
This  lift  cat'... need  at  0800  and  wrui  conplotod  in  three  lifts  at 
0931.  After  this  lift,  tho  aircraft  cntuctcd  extensive  rosuqGy 
of  all  olonento  in  tno  field.  Tho  195th  Avn  Co  displaced  fron 
Dan  :io  Ttruot  to  Coup  Helloes/,  closing  at  130(5  hours. 
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3  April*  The  155th  Avn  Co  with  6  UhlD's  and  5  UKlu(A)  '3,  conducted  on  pla¬ 

toon  lift  of  42  tro  p-o,  one  45  troop  displacement,  and  extracted 
120  troops  of  "B"  Co,  1st  On,  35th  Inf,  lifter  those  troop  lifts, 
tho  aircraft  rosup  lied  all  elements  as  required  to  includo  2000 
gallons  of  diced  faul  to  the  liacon  Co,  3d  On,  4th  Cav, 

4  April!  Tho  155th  Avn  Co  with  12  UH23*a  and  5  UHin(A)'c,  tho  l?Oth  Avn  Co 

with  6  UHlD's  and  5  UHL  (  .)«s  and  the  119th  Avn  Co  with  5  UHlD's 
and  3  UiCL0(A),3  p.ll  supported  the  3d  Lrigado,  25th  Inf  Div  today, 
Tho  155th  Avn  Co  lifted  tho  1st  On,  35th  Inf,  consisting  of  473 
troops,  iron  initial  field  locations  to  two  12' s  at  YA  035053  and 
YA  353016.  lift  of  this  battalion  began  at  0730  hours  ai  was 
completed  in  five  lifts  at  1100  hours.  Throe  CH-47's  lifted  11 D" 
Etry,  2d  in,  9th  Arty,  into  YA  235053.  Tni3  novo  requirod  11  sor¬ 
ties  and  was  completed  at  1200  hours.  Thu  119th  Avn  Co  and  170th 
Avn  Co  conducted  resup,  ly  to  all  elements .  All  aircraft  were  re¬ 
leased  at  1730-  hours. 

5  April  1  Tho  155th  Avn  Co  with  G  UiilO's  .and  2  UH1D(a)*s  supported  the  bri¬ 

gade  today  with  rosu  ,  ly  and  one  platoon  sized  lift  for  the  1st  Dn, 
35th  Inf. 

6  April*  The  155th  Avn  Co  with  a  Ul Ill's  .and  4  UH1D(a),b  supported  tho  Iri- 

pado  with  resupply  today.  ,*Jo  other  lifts  wore  roquirod, 

7  April*  Operation  Lincoln  terminated  at  0700  hours  today.  Thu  155th  with 

16  UHlD'a  and  4  UHlii(A)'s,  the  170th  ivn  Co  with  5  UKlE's  an*.  4 
UHlD(A)«o  and  tho  119th  Avn  Co  i/ith  5  UHlE's  and  2  UHlL(,i)'s  air¬ 
lifted  all  elements  of  tho  two  battalions  from  the  field  locations 
to  Due  Co.  Tho  troop  lift  began  at  0730  hours  and  was  cor.plotod 
at  U30  hours.  A  total  of  104&  troops  woro  liftod.  Upon  comple¬ 
tion  of  the  troop  extractions,  tho  5 2d  ivn  Pn  was  released  from 
support  of  Operation  Lincoln  and  all  aircraft  returned  to  hone 
station,  Tho  155th  Avn  Co  was  roloasod  to  rotum  to  Can  lto  Thuot 
at  130J  hours. 

3.  Summary  of  Statistical  Data: 


Tree'  Carriers  Aimed  /i/c 


a.  Total  :  fissions  111 

Total  h'ours  15*4 

Total  Cargo  334  tons 

Total  Troepo  8361 

Total  Sorties  4299 


51 

395 


920 


b.  The  219th  Aviation  Can;  any  (Light  Observation)  continuad  to  fly 
six  01?  Aircraft  to  support  Oporreti  n  Lincoln,  rroccduros  employed  during 
Oj’cration  Garfield  troru  net  changed,  Visual  rocon  vris  the  primary  mission  . 
flown  with  artillery  observation  as  second  -priority.  Uadi '  relay  was  net  as- 
si piled  as  a  separate  mission,  but  vra  ;  cc  mplishai  by  using  the  aircraft  that 
was  on  atetijn  working  with  the  artillery.  This,  was  ossiblo  due  to  the  lev 
vuluny  of  traffic  requirid,  Convoy  escort  was  a  common  mi 3 si  on  for  tho  219th 
Avn  Co. 


\ihcn  the  supported  unit  movod  by  cb:  •  •  ,  an  r.ircrf'ft  was  ancify.ed  to  escort 

duty  with  an  artillery  observer  cr,  * _  Fire;  ewer  avail  .bio  through  the  uoa 

of  tho  01D  rocket  arnod  aircraft  proved  to  bo  r.oot  effective  in  either  develop¬ 
ing  a  potential  target  or  destruction  of  snail  targets  such  co  structures, 
crow  eorvod  woepono,  etc.  A  total  of  332  hours  wore  flown  by  tho  219th  Avn  Co 
with  213  sorties.  A  total  of  193  significant  Blghtings  were  nado.  A  total  of 
23  Artillery  nissio  na  wore  fired  resulting  in  an  estimated  28  killed. 


4.  Logistics:  Logistical  support  for  tho  52d  Avn  Bn  continued  to  bo  ex¬ 
cellent,  On  1  April  tho  logistical  baso  was  coved  fron  Eoun  Erieng.  to  Due  Co. 
Resupply  of  fuol  end  ammunition  was  nr.  do  easier  at  this  location  due  to  no  re 
space  and  capability  at  Due  Co  to  land  0.130  typo  aircraft.  All  classes  of 
supply  flown  into  Due  Co.  Duo-  to  reduced  roqui rcr.cr.ca  durinc  the  last  phase 
of  the  operation  at  Due  Co  and  overstock  of  JP-4  ar.d  ammunition  was  on  hand 
upon  termination.  This  required  extraction.  Tho  following  significant  sup¬ 
plies  wore  oxponded  during  tho  operation: 

Class  T  Class  III 

6,5CO  “A"  rations  103,440  gad  JP-4 

2,460  "C"  rations  5,650  gal  Av  gas 

Class  \'h 

7-0  rounds  2.75"  rcckots 
65OOO  rounds  7.62  nr. 

840  rounds  40  ra 

5.  Lessons  Learned: 

a.  Iter.:  Suall  LZ's 

Discussion:  Again,  the  problem  of  LZ's  that  wore  too  snail  or  re¬ 
stricted  to  operate  safely  in  arose  as  it  did  during  Operation  Carficld,  Due 
to  a  limited  number  of  LZ's  in  tho  operational  aroa,  it  was  necossr.ry  to  moke 
LZ's  for  resupply  and  for  troop  extractions.  The  or.all  araunt  of  pewor  equip¬ 
ment  possessed  by  the  supported  unit  caused  this  to  bo  a  difficult  and  tine 
consuming  Job.  Quito  often,  tho  LZ  would  not  bo  endo  largo  onough  and  would 
delay  operations  until  more  work  was  done.  On  one  accession  it  was  impossible 
for  a  medical  evacuation  aircraft  to  onter  tho  LZ  because  it  was  not  Largo 
enough. 


Lessons  Learned:  That  close  coordination  between  aviation  and 
tho  supported  unit  be  made  before  selection  of  a  proposed  LZ  and  during  tho 
engineer  work  in  preparing  an  LZ.  In  this  way  tho  suitability  of  tho  LZ  to 
both  parties  is  assured  an  d  effective  operational  planning  can  bo  dono  basod 
on  accurate  estimates  ae  to  when  an  LZ  will  become  usoablo. 

b,  Tinoly  Planring  during  this  operation  was  much  improved  over 
Garfield  and  this  resulted  in  nore  effective  aviation  support'  throughout  the 
oporatlo. 
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52D  A  VIATIC.  .  ,'TALIOE 
A.t’0  Sun  Fra  icl^co  963 13 


17  April  1966 

AFTER  ACTION  REPORT,  UNWED  OPERATION,  IN  SUPPORT  C’P  II  CORPS 


1.  Oil  10  April  3066,  this  headquarters  was  .alerted  to  support  tho  22d 
ARVN  Division  with  tv: '  :.i.v,  tile  <  :  ,*a  One  following  is  a  narrative 

cicscription  of  this  operation, 

a.  13  Api*ii  3/66 1  Tne  bait  alien  Executive  Officw  and  Assistant 
0-3  conducted  roeonmi  nuance  of  the  ;>..rati  nil  area.  Xoronnaisaance  party 
consisted  of  the  ARV?!  r.'. tta.li.ii  Goe.v.  wider,  'if  '.2  .v-unt  .rpart,  the  Battalion 
S-3  Air  *irul  F  tC«  1  a  ,  the  load  aviation  anit  cor.wndnr,  his  operations 

o  Ulcer  and  gun  plot  o  lea h.r  £<..11  v  .1  ir.  a  second  aircraft.  IE  and  aitcr- 
:S-tO  IE’s  wo.'o  selected  aiA  final  e  rairotj  1  mode. 

b.  14  April  1^66:  The  lWtn  Aviati  on  Goncany  with  10  UHlE's  ar.d 

o  UUlB(A)'s  ;r.d  tho  lelot  Aviation  C.'mp'r.y  with  10  PHlD's  ana  6  U>il3(A)'s  sup¬ 
ported  the  2d  battalion,  list  Hgimcnt,  22d  Divisi  >n,  by  airlanding  310 
troops  in  two  12*3  at  bit  96?  65o  end  PR  9>.8  629.  The  troops  wore  p.ckod  up 
at  Thu  Cat,  PR  912  A?6.  The  first  lift  was  Landed  in  12  BE  96?  656 ,  at  0902 
h:.urs  using  all  aircraft  fria  b  th  c.-np-anies,  Tho  119th  led  tho  assault  with 
the  l6lot.  follaviing  at  a  ttr.  minutes  Interval.  Upon  touefd  un  in  tho  LZ,  tho 
U9th  lost  one  CHIP  when  it  nit  a  aylre  .oscurcd  by  intor.so  dust  and  rolled  on 
its  side.  The  crow  chief  roceivuu  rin'T  injuries.  All  crow  me.-diors  wore 
irvncdiatoly  evacuated.  Ale  ,ciirir.c.  liyth's  initial  landing,  while  on  a 
firing  pass,  one  armed  UKlii(A)  recede  d  small  sra  fire,  sustaining  damage  to 
the  tail  rater  cabin,  This  aircraft  c  .r.pl.tod  tho  second  lift  before  losing 
comploto  tail  rotor  c-.ritr'  1,  wl  i-n  up  r  it  pr  eceded  t  2ui  Ur  a  and  node  an 
emergency  landing  witn.ut  further  :;e.  After  c.«.ploting  the  first  lilt 
both  'units  returnee  to  Fnu  Oat  to  pick  up  see  nd  lifts.  The  I6lst  completed 
lifting  tho  troops  into  t.  :  first  Ui  at  092?  hours  fer  a  total  of  230  troops 
in  that  12,  while  the  119th  pricked  up  80  troops  ir.  two  lifts  and  landed  them 
in  the  second  LZ,  Thera  wav  nr  incidents  on  the  subsequent  lifts,  and  they 
wore  completed  at  0945  hours.  After  til  .lifts  were  completed  tho  161st  Landed 
at  Phu  Mo  for  standby  to  lift  a  pie:  '.bio  reaction  f  orce.  The  119th  returned 
to  Fnu  Oat  and  Camp  T.ar.o  to  support  resupply  of  the  1st  ROK  Division.  Tho 
319th  \r_L3  released  to  return  t"  PloiAu  .  t  1430  hours, 

c.  15  April  1066:  Tho  Datt:ALion  Executive  Officer  and  the  S-3 
accompanied  by  the  same  p  rsonnol  taken  on  recon  on  the  13  soldi' ctod  rocor. 
for  tho  next  days  porpoced  operatim,  A  primary  and  alt  .mate  L2  wore  picked 
and  final  coordination  accomplished. 

d.  16  April  1/66:  The  l6lst  Aw.  Co  with  9  UHlD's  ar.d  4  UK13(A)  's 
and  the  170th  Aviation  Company  9  UHlD'c  and  6  UHl-D(A) 1  a  supported  tho  2d  Bn, 
42d  Regt,  2 2d  A RVN  Div,  in  Pnnso  II  of  an  unnamed  operation  East  of  Highway  1 
and  North  of  the  fnu  Cat  Mountain  in  Binh  Dirl  Province.  At  09CO  hours 
immodiately  following  excellent  artillery  -nd  US  Air  Force  strikes  in  and 
around  tho  landing  zone  located  at  CR  00?  654  The  first  lift  touched  down. 


GROUP-4 

Downgraded  at  3  year  intervals; 

Do  classified  after  12  years. 
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A  total  of  320  troops  wcro  picked  up  at  BR  967  663  and  landed  in  two  lifts. 

Tho  last  lift  touchod  down  at  0912  hours.  Ono  UH1D  and  throo  UHIBM's  from 
the  170th  Aviation  Company  and  two  UH1B(a)  <  s  of  tho  l6lst  Aviation  Company 
woro  damaged  by  snail  arms  to  include  automatic  won  pons  firo,  Thero  wore 
two  minor  injuries  to  personnel  of  tho  170th  Aviation  Company.  Cno  of  tho 
throo  UH1B(a)'s  of  tho  170th  wrs  fore ;u  to  land  in  tho  12.  Tho  crew  and 
critical  oquipnont  wcro  ovacuatcd  and  tho  aircraft  was  rigged  for  slingload 
ovacuation.  At  1315  hours  the  downed  aircraft  was  picked  up  by  a  CH-47  from 
the  1st  Air  Cav  Civ. 

Aftor  caplacing  tho  troops  all  aircraft  stood  by  at  Phu  IIo  at  BR  894  666 
for  possible  reaction.  At  1230  hours  tho  order  was  given  to  extract  all  of 
tho  troops  emplaced  during  tho  morning.  This  was  accomplished  in  two  lifts 
from  two  pick  up  zones,  Thoro  woro  75  troops  located  at  tho  LZ  used  this 
nming  end  245  troops  located  in  a  PZ  at  CR  004  637*  Tho  first  ships  wcro 
in  tho  pick  up  zone  at  1300  hours  and  at  1317  hours  all  troops  had  boon  ex¬ 
tracted,  During  tho  extraction  ground  firo  was  rocoivod  from  East  of  tho 
,’orthom  most  12.  Cne  UHlB(A)  of  tho  l?Oth  was  shot  throught  tho  tail  rotor 
rivo  shaft  and  forced  to  land  at  Phu  Ao,  No  othor  aircraft  wcro  hit  during 
this  extraction,  A  stagofiold  with  fuol  and  ammunition  was  established  at 
Phu  Cat  at  SR  914  458.  All  aircraft  wuro  roloasod  at  1400  hours. 

FCR  THE  COMMANDER: 


WILLIAM  B.  WASH 
Major,  Armor 
Adjutant 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


a:-;.  OQUAiiMlS 
520  AVIATION  BATTALION 
APO  San  Francisco  96318 


AVGP-CC 


8  Itoy  1966 


SUBJECT:  After  Action  Bo  port,  OPERATION  LONGFELLOW 


1.  IUS3IOM  BACKGROUND: 

a.  On  13  April  1966,  the  52  .1  Aviation  battalion  was  alorted  that, 
it  would  provide  threu  airmobile  cc:;.  ..r.io3  in  support  of  Operation  Longfellow. 
This  wao  to  be  a  Joint  US/ARVil  operation  conducted  from  17  April  66  for  three 
wooks  in  the  northern  ;mrt  of  Kontun  Province.  Task  forces  con3i3tcl  of  two 
US  battalions  of  tho  3d  Brigade,  25th  Infantry  Diviaior,  and  two  battalions, 
42d  AliVlf  Rofp.ncnt,  24th  Special  Tactical  Zone,  Tho  objectives  of  this  oper¬ 
ation  v&o  twofold,  first,  to  conduct  search  and  destroy  operations  in  tho  area 
of  operations,  and  to  provide  security  for  US  and  AAV!!  Engineers  whilo  they 
ropairod  Highway  14,  from  Tan  Canh  to  Ihk  Pok.  US  Forcos  would  operate  gen¬ 
erally  west  of  tho  north-south  highway,  while  ARVU  forcos  operated  east.  Two 
r.iraobilo  conpanies  wero  given  priority  of  support  to  US  foreo3  and  one  to 
ATIVU  forces.  The  throo  conpanios  soloctr.d  were  tho  119th,  155th  and  170th 
Aviation  Conpanios. 

b,  A  reconnaissance  of  the  aroa  of  operations  was  conducted  on 

13  April  and  tho  stagefiold  was  laid  out  with  aonbers  of  tho  3d  Brigade  staff, 
coordinating  with  tho  Anerican  sonior  advisor  at  Tan  &anh.  It  was  docidcd 

tr.e  aimobilo  ccnpany  would  remain  at  Tan  Canh  whilo  tho  other  two  would 
•  .  '•■ex’  to  Pleiku  (Cnnp  Holloway)  each  night.  Oik  To  Airfiold  was  solooted 
ho  tho  logistical  baso  and  refueling  would  bo  established  thoro.  At  1900 
.  urs,  on  13  April,  tho  battalion  staff  not  for  its  planning  conforonco. 

"ho  battalion  oporations  ordor  was  publishod  on  14  April.  On  15  April,  tho 
r-und  convoy  novod  from  Can?  Holloway  to  Tan  Canh  Airfield  and  becano  oper¬ 
ational  at  1000  hours. 

2.  Tho  following  is  a  3unnary  of  events: 

16  April.  Tho  155th  Aviation  Conjjany  with  12  UHlD's  and  6  UIIlD(A)»s 
arrived  at  Tan  Canh  at  1000  hours.  Tho  119th  Aviation  Company  with  6  UHlB*s 
and  2  UHlB(A)'s  arrived  at  1225  hours.  At  1230  hours,  the  155th  Aviation  Com¬ 
pany  lifted  81  AIIVN  troops  from  Tan  Co:h  to  Dak  Pok.  On  tho  return  trip,  124 
rofugoos  wore  extracted  to  .Oak  To.  At  1230  hours,  3  CH-47's  of  the  228th 
Aviation  Conpany  woro  availablo  to  tho  52d  Aviation  Battalion,  During  tho 
-ftomoon,  they  lifted  3  littory,  2d  Battalion,  9th  .otillory  from  Tan  Canh 
t.o  Dnk  Pok.  At  1300  h'urs,  tho  U9th  Aviation  Conpany  and  tho  155th  Aviation 
Conpany  conducted  an  airlanded  assault  of  05  troo.ss  of  the  1st  Battalion,  42d 
AitVN  r.ogimont.  Troops  were  loaded  at  Tan  Canh  and  landed  in  an  LZ  at  YD  909 
335.  Tho  U9th  Aviation  Conpany  was  roleased  to  return  to  Pleiku  at  1600 
ho'xro.  At  1645  hours,  tho  155th  Aviation  Company  lift>i  60  ARVN  troops  free 
Tan  Canh  to  Dak  Pok.  On  the  return  trip  75  refugees  woro  extractod  to  Oak  To. 
The  155th  Aviation  Conpany  wae  released  at  1000  hours.  Thoy  ronainod  at  Tan  ’ 
Canh. 
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17  April,  This  was  »U»  Day.  Tho  119th  Vith  7  UHlt's  and  4  UH13(A)'s, 
tho  155th  with  11  UHlD»s  and  6  UH1B(A)'g  and  tho  170th  with  9  UHlD's  and  3  UH1B 
(A)' 3  liftod  tho  2d  Bn,  35th  Inf  from  Tan  Crush  Airfield  to  an  11  at  YB  397  369. 


Tho  lift  consisted  of  429  tro o;o.  Tho  lift  commenced  at  0000  hours  and 
was  cotaplctod  at  1200  hours.  Following  tho  trocn  lifts,  resupply  was  conducted 
to  all  olonents  in  tho  field.  Three  C 5-47*3  of  tho  147th  Avn  Co  arrived  at  Tan 
Canh  at  1000  hours.  They  wero  attache.,  to  tho  52d  Avn  Bn  for  tho  opo ration. 

The  119  and  170th  were  released  to  return  to  Ploiku  at  1300  hiuro. 


13  April.  Daginning  at  0603  h-iurs,  the  CH-47,s  airlifted  "A"  Bat¬ 
tery,  2nd  battalion,  9th  Artillery,  from  Tan  Canh  to  YB  097369.  Tho  novo  took 
13  sorties  an:',  was  completed  at  0900  hours.  Tho  119th  with  6  CHIB'S  and  6 
:iJirj(A)'s,  tho  155th  with  11  UHlD's  and  6  UH1B(.) 's  and  tho  170th  with  7  UHlD's 
r.’.’d  4  CH1d(A)'s  nr.  do  up  tho  aircraft  support  for  Longfellow  t-'-day.  Beginning 
rt  1000  hours  the  119th  and  the  155th  c  rnd’-icto  '  an  airlan’.cd  assault  of  "A" 
Genpany  and.  tho  lie  cor.  Platoon,  2nd  Battalion,  35th  Infantry.  This,  essallt  "tie 
•a’.o  in  tw ,  lifts  into  an  LZ  at  Yl>  3  '9395.  Concurrently ,  the  170th  can  ductea 
an  assault  in  sup-vrt  of  the  4031  Scout  Company  ( AkVH) .  The  35  troop3  were 
air  Landed  at  Yj  9  >5451.  At  17  >3  hours  tho  170th  extracted  this  conpany  back  to 
Tan  Ganh.  Upon  conplotior.  ’f  tho  Landing  of  the  Scout  Conpany,  tho  170th 
returned  via  Tou  Mcrang  Camp  and  novel  "C"  Conpany,  1st  Battalion,  42nd  Hegiucnt 
(AiT/U)  to  tho  Tan  Canh  .'irfiold.  A  t  .  1  .-f  90  troops  wore  lifted.  At  140C  hours 
all  three  companies  commenced  lift  of  l3t  Bn,  35th  Inf.  Troops  were  loaded  at 
Tan  Ganh  .an  1  Ian  led  at  YB  329430.  Four  lifts  were  require,  to  lift  tho  435 
troops.  Concurrently,  the  3  CH-47's  novel  "C"  Btry,  2d  Un,  9th  Arty  from  Tan 
Canh  to  the  sane  LZ  at  YLi  3C9430.  Tho  Artillery  nove  was  completed  at  1300- 
hours  and  all  othor  -aircraft  worn  released  at  1900  hours.  Oaring  the  day,  - 
sevon  aircraft  wero  damaged,  two  of  which  were  totally  destroyed.  There  wero 
no  injuries  to  personnel.  The  119th  lost  ono  tostr.oyoi  by  a  firo  in  tho  LZ 
”hon  it  boeai.io  disabled  by  striking  its  tail  rotcr  in  banboo.  The  170th  lost 
n  aircraft  when  its  tail  rotor  car.o  off  in  flight,  causing  it  to  cr.a3h  land, 
ao  155th  had  two  aircraft  receive  minor  .Lana  go  from  banboo  bin  do  strikes  as 
‘  J  throo  of  tho  170th  Avn  Co.  In  ad  it ion  to  the  seven  aircraft  damaged  in 
.a  battalion,  ono  CH-47  rccievcd  minor  SKin  damn  go  when  it  landed  on  a  stump 
a  tho  L2. 


19  April:  The  119th  with  4  UHlD's  and  3  UHlD(A)»3,  the  155th  with 
11  UHlD's  and  6  UH1U(A) 'u  and  tho  170th  with  5  UHlD's  made  up  tho  airlift  sup¬ 
port  today,  Tho  only  support  rendered  wr.s  extensive  resupply  of  all  olononts 
In  tho  field  and  snail  pinto  )n  sizod  lifts  of  troops  within  each  battalion's 
area  of  operation. 

20  April:  Tho  119th  with  4  UHlD's  and  3  UHl~U)'o,  tho  155th  with 
11  UHlD's  and  6  UHli>(4)'o  and  tho  170th  wieh  9  UHlD's  and  4  UHlD(A)'s  mado  up 
U j- lays  support.  Tho  ,1.19th  was  usod  to  resup, jly  all  elements  throughout  tho 
i.y,  Tho  155th  and  170th  performed  a  combat  assault  in  support  of  tho  2d  Dfct- 
-r.laon,  35th  Infantry.  The  helicopters  extracted  "  j"  Company  fron  a  PZ  at  YD- 
'93363  and  landed  it  at  YD  341430.,  begining  at  0730  haurs.  This  lift  ccnsis- 

!  of  157  troops.  Upon  commotion  of  this  lift,  tho  155th  dropped  out  and 
rctumod  to  Tan  Canh  to  props  ro  for  an  ,‘JlVtI  lift  at  lCXXi  h">ur3.  Tho  170th 
c  intinuo J  by  extracting  tho  Ilocon  platoon,  2d  Battalion,  42d  Idoginont  (AltVN) , 
consisting  of  102  tro-po  to  an  LZ  at  YD  934523.  LZ  time  was  1000  hours.  Aa 
tho  helicopters  touched  down  in  tho  IZ,  50  caliber  firo  was  ractivod.  Cno 
UHLD  roo.Btvcd  two  hits  causing  minor  damage  and  wounding  both  pilots,  ono  ser¬ 
iously.  Upon  completion  of  this  lift,  tho  155th  rejoined  tho  170th  Aviation 
Company  and  tho  remainder  of  tho  2nd  Battalion,  35th  Infantry  wna  lifted  to 
two  LZ'3  at  Y3  C41A33  and  YD  3-16467.  A  total  of  556  troops  of  thi3  battalion 
wore  lifted.  In  addition  164  troo;m  of  tho  1st  Battalion,  35th  Infantry  wore 
liftod  to  YD  773526  and  2  CH-47’s  moved  "A"  Battery,  2nd  Battalion,  9th  Art¬ 
illery  to  YD  341 430.  <111  aircraft  wcr&  "oloasec!  at  1300  hours. 
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21  April.  Tho  119th  with  Z''jV.X.jl3  wVlrUSly(A),  tho  155th  with 
11  UHlD's  and  6  UH13(A)*s  and  tho  170th  with1 1  LMlfe'4  % l  4  UH1B(A)  >3  sup¬ 
ported  Longfellow  today.  Tho  155th  lifted  297  troops  of  tho  1st  Battalion, 
35th  Infantry  from  their  field  location  to  two  LZ's  at  YD  7?2  526  and  YU 
31 3  515.  The  first  LZ  t-ima  was  0745  hours.  Ono  UH1D  received  miner  dam  go 
wlion  its  tail  rotor  struck  a  tree  in  tho  12.  Three  CH-47's  lifted  "A"  Lit¬ 
tery,  2d  battalion,  9th  Artillery  to  YU  772  516.  This  move  ccnnenccd  .at 
jf'30  and  was  conplotod  in  12  sorties,  at  1230  hours.  The  170th  and  119th 


Aviation  Companies  liftod  83  troops  of  tho  1*2 d  Scout  Company,  42d  Regiment 
from  Tan  Conh  to  an  12  at  Z3  097  416.  Tho  12  tine  for  tils  lift  was  1000 
hours.  At  1045,  tho  same  aircraft  cri  •  cted  100  troops  of  tho  1st  Company 
1st  Battalion,  42d  ARV11  Regiment,  fro.,  a  PZ  at  73  922  407.  Although  50 
caliber  fire  had  boon  received  on  D+3  when  this  company  was  landed,  no  fire 
was  received  during  the  extraction.  All  aircraft  wore  roloaood  at  1330 
hours. 


22  April.  The  155th  Aviation  Company  with  10  UHlD's  and  5  UK13 
(A)  <9  provided  the  only  support  to  Longfellow  today.  Tho  170th  ar.d  119th 
wore  released  to  support  operations  for  Ploiku  Sector  in  reaction  to  a 
mortar  and  recoil  css  rifle  at  tael:  or.  tie  Hew  Plciku  Airfield  the  night 
before.  At  0930  hours,  two  CH-47's  comma, cc4  the  move  of  ''11"  Battery,  2d 
battalion,  9th  Artillery  irom  D'.k  Pok  to  an  12  at  coordinates  YB  925  590. 
Tho  move  required  12  sorties  and  was  cone! ..ted  at  1320  hours.  At  1000 
hours  the  155th  conuccted  an  airlanded  assault  with  the  A2d  Sc^ut  Company 
and  the  3d  Company,  42d  ARVN  Rcip.r..nt,  Tho  assault  was  mado  in  two  lifts 
to  an  12  at  2B  046  555.  During  tho  Ae-mcon,  the  155th  conducted  exten¬ 
sive  resupply  to  all  US  units  In  the  field.  Aircraft  wore  released  at 
1900  hours. 


23  April.  Tho  155th  with  10  UHlD's  and  5  UH13(A)!o  and  the  170th 
with  10  UHlD's  and  5  UH18(A)'o  conducted  resupply  during  the  morning.  At 
1400  hours,  tho  42d  Scout  Company  end  the  3d  Company,  consisting  of  160 
troops  wero  extracted  from  a  PZ  at  73  0/.4  553  and  returned  tc  Tan  O-nh. 

"io  onw.il  anus  firo  was  received  during  take-off  from  the  12,  however, 
tlioro  were  no  aircraft  hit. 

24  April,  At  090C  hours,  tho  170th  Aviation  Company  with  8  UHlD's 
and  5  UHlB(A)*s  liftod  "C"  Company,  2d  Battalion,  35th  Infantry,  from  YB 
795  416  to  an  12  at  7 Li  316  475.  At  1300  hours,  a  CIDG  Company  of  133  troops 
wa3  extracted  frori  7D  733  555  and  re.*-  mod  to  Dak  To  Airfield.  The  extract¬ 
ion  took  three  lifts  and  was  complete. I  *.t  1500  hours.  .Liter  this  extraction, 
resupply  was  made  to  all  US  elements  in  tho  field,.  During  rosupply  ono  UH1D 
had  partial  power  loss  and  i.aado  a  hard  landing,  resulting  ir.  incidental  skid 
dnuaic.  Thoro  wore  no  injuries, 

25  April:  The  170th  Aviation  Cats  pony  with  7  UHlD's  and  5  UH1B(a)  's 

extracted  233  trdops  of  tho  1st  Battalion,  35th  Infantry,  from  Y3  774527  and 
lifted  them  to  an  L2  at  73  917536,  12  time  '.a. a  0330  hours  and  was  preceded 

by  10  nir.utoo  of  artillery  and  10  minutes  of  air  prestrike.  At  0930  hours 
two  CH-47's  moved  "C"  Battery,  2d  battalion,  9th  Artillery  from  Y3  77a 527  to 
7b  917536.  The  artillery  move  tock  13  sorties  and  was  completed  at  1530  hours 
fro  remaining  security  force  was  extracted  at  1600  hours,  Additionally,  the 
170th  displaced  "B"  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  35th  Infantry  from  YB  843432  to 
7.3  869407.  IZ  tine  was  1330  hours  ml  the  lifts  completed  at  1430  hours,  A 
total  of  21.6  tons  of  ammunition  or. .  aupylior  were  liftod  in  resupply, 

26  April:  Be  during  .at  0830  hours,  the  1  "0th  with  9  UHlD's  and  6 
U.IlB(..)'s  displaced  "  Company,  2r.d  Battalion,  35th  Infantry,  consisting  of 
135  troops  and  7000  Its  f  cargo,  from  \a  869493  and  73  842 '«32  to  one  12  at 
73  373599.  The  lifts  were  finished  at  1090  h  X3.  .After  this  was  completed 
tO  troops  v;cro  lifted  f r on  Yi3  817473  tr  73  8434S2  to  provide  security  for  tho 
artillery  located  there.  Hiring  tho  afternoon,  the  2nd  Battalion,  35th  Infant 
ry  (minus)  was  extracted  from  ihoir  field  L  ocations  and  landed  at  YB  927546. 
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This  novo  was  in  jr  oparation  for  an  assault  to  bo  conducted  on  27  April  66, 

A  total  of  434  troops  end  16,700  lbs  woro  novo: l  by  UK-1  holicoptors  while  tho 
CH-47'8  novod  "A"  Battery,  2nd  a-.ttnlicn,  9th  Pillory.  At  1830  houro,  115 
troops  and  9000  lbs  of  cargo  woro  extra ctod  from  a  PZ  at  YB  043482,  This  ex¬ 
traction  was  accomplished  by  3  CH-47'a  and  9  UHlD's  and  conplotod  at  1945  hours 

27  April:  Tho  119th  with  4  UHlB's,  the  155th  with  8  UHlD's  and  4 
U!!13(A)*s  and  tho  170th  with  9  UH1D' a  and  5  UH1B(A)'s  were  employed  in  a  mss 
lift  of  joint  US/.VRVH  Forces,  A  total  of  280  US  troops  and  80  ARVN  troops  and 
1700  lbs-  of  equipaont  was  liftod,  Tho  US  troops  from  2nd  Battalion,  35th  In¬ 
fantry  were  lifted  from  YB  927546  to  an  12  at  ZB  01.8551 ,  Tho  ARVN  of  tho  Scout 
Company,  42nd  ARVN  Roginent,  woro  liftod  from  Dak  Sut  to  YB  926546.  Three 
CH-47's  liftod  "A"  Bottory,  2nd  Battalion,  9th  Artillory  into  tho  sano  LZ. 

First  LZ  time  for  theso  lifts  was  0330  hours,  and  all  lifts  woro  completed  by 
'1950  hour3.  The  second  phaso  of  the  operation  was  tho  airlanding  of  220  troops 
of  tho  42rcl  ARVN  Roginont  and  132  troops  of  "3"  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  35th 
Infantry  into  an  LZ  at  ZB  045551  •  This  wo.3  bogun  at  1130  hours  and  completed 
at  1230  hours.  At  1500  hours,  tho  170th  extracted  "A"  Company,  2nd  Battalion, 
35th  Infantry  from  YB  873599  and  landed  then  ct  YB  927546, 

28  April:  Tho  155th  Aviation  Company  with  2  UH13(A)'s  and  tho  170th 
Aviation  Company  with  10  UHlD's  and  3  UHIB(A) 's  supported '  L  rngfcllow  today.  •• 
Tho  155th  Avinti  n.  C  ::i;nry*»  two  UHlB(A)'s  wore  utilized  to  escort  a  convoy 
moving  from  Tan  Canh  tr  Ploiku.  The  170th  .'.viation  Company  conducted  a  troop 
placement  in  support  of  tho  lat  th,  35th  Inf,  "C"  Co,  1st  Bn,  35th  Inf  was 
lifted  from  Tan  Canh  drfield  to  Z3  018551*  while  "A"  Co,  same  battalion  was 
extracted  from  Dak  Suv  to  the  Tan  Canh  Airfield,  Tho  lii'ts  consisted  of  135 
troops  in  "C"  Co  and  138  troops  in  "A"  Co,  At  1800  hours  it  was  learned  that 
39  AR^  troops  would  not  be  abla  to  roach  their  preplanned  position  bof  to 
dark  and  required  extraction.  Three  resupply  UHlD’s  woro  diverted  to  effect 
this  extraction.  The  troops  woro  pickod  up  at  ZB  069568  and  flown  to  ZB 
076560.  Tho  extraction  was  completed  at  1845  hours.  Ono  UHIII(A)  was  hit  by 
ground  fire.  No  injurios  and  only  minor  damage  wa3  incurred. 

29  April:  During  tho  day,  tho  170th  Aviation  Company  with  10 
UHlD’s  and  4  UIIID(A) ’s  conducted  rosupply.  At  1730  hours,  a  patrol  of  47 
troops  woro  extracted  from  ZU  047540  to  nr.  12  at  ZB  014533.  *t  1800  hours,  "A" 
Company,  2nd  battalion,  35th  Infantry,  a  total  of  119  troops,  was  extracted 
from  ZB  978567  and  landod  at  Tan  Canh  A  ‘rflold.  Ah  tho  aircraft  droppod  tho 
troops  at  Tan  Canh,  they  woro  loa'.aJ  with  supplies  and  rcsuppllod  the  units  in 
the  field  on  tho  roturn  trip.  All  aircraft  woro  rsloasort  at  1940  hjurs, 

30  April:  Tho  155th  Aviation  Company  was  roloasod  from  Operation 
Longfollow  today  to  support  an  oporation  on  tho  coast.  Ths  119th  with  8 
UHlD's  and  4  UH1B(A)'s  and  tho  170th  with  9  UHlD's  and  4  UH1B(A)'s  began  at 
0630.  Tho  missicn  today  was  to  oxtract  all  troops  and  oquipoent  back  to  home 
station.  In  addition  to  tho  two  aimobilo  companies,  2  CH-47's  wero  used  to 
extract  two  batteries  cf  artillory,  A  total  of  752  US  troops,  302  ARVN  tro¬ 
ops  and  two  battcrios  of  artillery  was  extracted  back  to  Tan  Canh,  All  lifts 
woro  cooplotcd  at  1315  hours.  Operation  longfollow  terminated  at  1200  hours 
today. 


1  Miy,  Tho  U9th  Aviation  Company  with  8  UFJJB's  and  4  UH1B(A)  's 
ar.d  tho  170th  Aviation  Company  with  6  UHlD's  and  3  UH1B(A)'s  supported  tho 
move  to  homo  station  by  standing  by  at  Tan  Canh  with  an  38  man  troop  react¬ 
ion  forco.  As  soon  as  tho  load  convoy  clement  reached  Ploiku,  the  reaction 
force  was  flown  to  Ploiku  where  it  stood  by  until  tho  last  olemont  dosod. 
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3.  Tho  219th  Aviation  Compare r  (Tight  Observation)  provided  6  OIF' 3  in 
support  of  Operation  Longfellow,  During  tho  fourteen  day  operation,  a  total 
of  371  hours  wero  flown  in  support  of  tho  VR  program,  artillery  observation, 
radio  rolay  and  other  missions.  A  total  of  229  sortios  wero  flown  with  345 
significant  sightings  mado. 


4.  Logistical  support  during  Operation  Longfollow  was  cxcullont,  Tho 
battalion  received  all  classes  cf  supplies  from  tho  1st  Log  Command.  Lndiv- 
iduals  responsible  for  supply  cf  Class  III  and  IIIA  and  Class  V  and  VA  did  an 
outstanding  job  supporting  this  battalion. 


a,  Tho  only  problem  encountered  was  tho  normal  confusion  cncount- 
orod  on  tho  first  day  of  operations.  Frers  thon  until  termination  of  tho  oper¬ 
ation,  logistics  resupply  wont  very  smoothly. 


b,  The  oattalion  S-4  employed  some  new  procedures  for  rofuollng 
and  roaming  during  this  operation: 

(1)  Guaships  wero  parked  separately  from  the  troop  carriers 
and  refueled  by  two  tankers.  If  noce3tary  they  could  be  rcarmod  simult¬ 
aneously.  Tho  troop  carriors  wore  rofuolcd  by  throe  100  GVM  pumps,  servicing 
two  aircraft  at  a  time. 

(2)  Anaun.lti'.n  was  prosteckcd  at  looati-ns  throughout  the  gun- 
Ctd.p  refueling  aroa.  /munition  was  also  prostacked  at  each  of  tho  fixed 
refunding  locations  for  roaming  tho  door  guns  of  tho  troop  carriers. 

(3)  Signs  wore  erected  throughout  the  refueling  arco.3  as  a 
general  remindor  of  safety  practices  to  be  f'.ll-wod  during  refueling  and 

rooming. 


c,  Tho  following  amount  a  of  aupplios  wero  consumod  during  tho  four- 
toon  day  c,xirati  n: 


(1)  Class  it  "A"  Rations  1540  aoals 

(2)  Class  IIIAt  168,900  gal  JP-4 

(3)  Class  VA:  AOma  1500  rds 

7.62  156,000  i  ds 
2.75  1500  rds 


5,  Lossons  Learned : 

a.  (1)  Item:  Arrangement  of  battalion's  tactical  CP, 

(2)  Discussion:  During  this  operation  the  Bn  tactical  CP  was 
co-locatod  with  tho  3do  CP,  which  is  SOP,  however,  in  addition  to  tho  Bn  CP, 
tho  battalion  liaison  officer  was  in  a  separate  location.  Traffic  from  tho 
brigade  and  ARVIJ  CP  carao  into  both  offico3  fer  action.  Quito  often  one  would 
have  to  seek  tho  answer  from  tho  other  causing  soco  delay  and  confusion. 


(3)  Loosens  Learned*  That  both  tno  tactical  CP  and  battalion 
liaison  officer  should  work  ait  of  the  same  tont  po  that  closo  and  continuous 
coordination  can  bo  effected, 


b,  (1)  Item;  Use  of  "har  t"  ordnanco  to  prestriko  12 'a  that  arc 
suscptablo  to  fire. 

(2)  Discussion;  On  several  occassions,  fire  in  the  ID  33  & 
result  of  the  prestriko  croated  r.  hazardous  condition  to  both  the  troops  on 
tho  ground  and  the  helicopters  operating  in  and  out  of  tho  LZ.  On  one  occas- 
sion,  tho  battalion  lost  a  UH1B  when  it  became  disabled  in  tho  LZ  and  was 
lator  destroyed  by  firo  started  by  napalu  used  in  tho  prestrike. 

(3)  Lesson  Learned;  That  tho  battalion  will  not  accept  napalm, 
white  phosphorus,  or  other  fire  prodvr'ng  ordnance  on  prostrike  of  an  LZ  that 
is  likely  to  burn.  It  is  desired  that  only  fragmentary  bombs,  CBIPs,  and  can¬ 
non  firo  bo  U3cd.  In  addition  to  the  firo  hazard,  thcro  is  danger  of  snoko 
from  tho  firo  obscuring  tho  helicopters  approach  into  tho  LZ. 

c.  (1)  Item;  Overcrowding  of  LZ's  upon  initial  occupation. 

(2)  Discussion:  That  has  been  a  continuous  problem  throughout 
operations  with  tho  3d  Ddo,  25th  Inf,  Only  during  tho  initial  deployment  of 
t.io  1st  Bn,  35th  Inf  did  this  situation  devolopo  during  Lcngfoll'W.  Imaediatoly 
after  tho  first  lift  was  placed  in  tho  LZ,  tho  CH-17's  began  lifting  artillery 
into  tho  LZ.  This  restricted  the  size  of  an  already  small  LZ  to  one  that  be¬ 
came  hazardous  for  helicopter  operati >no.  In  a  situation  liko  this,  it  is  much 
letter  to  comploto  all  troop  lifts  into  tho  LZ  prior  to  bringing  in  tho  art il- 
lory,  provided  tho  tactical  situation  v.-ill  permit. 

(3)  Lesson  Learned:  That  rigid  control  of  tho  CH-/*7's  must  bo 
enforcod  to  koap>  them  out  until  tino  for  then  to  enter  tho  LZ. 

6,  Tho  following  is  a  statistical  suaaation  of  aircraft  operations: 

a.  Total  Missions:  201 

b.  Total  Hours:  1,969 

c.  Total  Cargos  507  tons 

d.  Total  Troops;  9,685 

o.  Total  Sorties;  5,235 
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"OP-CC  8  I  lay  1966 

SITJECT:  After  Action  Report  U’r.IED  OFu.V.TTOH  I!!  SUPPORT  OF  ARV!'  /IR30K1S 
BRIG/ EE,  30  April  1?c6 


1 .  ussio;:  TACi  CRCUi'D: 

On  26  April  1966,  uhe  52c‘.  Aviation  Ba  ttaiicn  received.  instructions 
fro;  I  Field  Forces  Vietnin,  to  support  the  22nd  ARV!!  Division  with  tuo  a.ir- 
:  .obile  cor  .ponies  on  a  one  day  operation,  scheduled  to  be  conductor'  on  1  Ivy 
1966.  Cn  27  April  1966,  the  operation  was  rescheduled,  for  2  Ivy  1966.  On  the 
■omin,;  of  29  April  1966,  the  battalion  was  alerted  that  the  operation  would 
be  conducted,  on  30  A 'ril  1966.  Pemission  to  pull  an  airv.obile  conpany  fro;.. 
Operation  Longfellow  was  obtained.  It  was  dociodod  that  the  155th  Aviation 
Company,  would  be  pulled  fron  Lor.  ;fcliov  and  with  the  161st  Aviation  Company 
conduct  this  operation.  The  battalion  S-A  wuc  alerted  to  stockpile  sufficient 
fuel  and  miunition  at  Enjlioh  rielr’.,  co-  rxinates  ER  878990,  nerr  the  villr^o 
of  Do  Due. 

2.  The  following  is  a  pc  no  re  1  r'iscription  of  tho  operation: 

29  April:  At  1500  hours  the  battalion  staff  conducted  a  reconnaiss¬ 
ance  of  tiro  operational  area.  Tho  roc 'nnrissanco  party  consisted  of  the  load 
company  co:;  .ander,  his  oporations  officer,  the  ^  round.  task  forco  cor.viand.cr, 
his  advisor,  the  three  ground,  corr>r ny  cor-'and.crs,  their  advisors  >nd.  tho  FAC. 
Specific  L2's,  approach  and.  departure  routes  for  each,  alternate  LZ's  and 
desired  to  strike  areas  wero  sleeted  durin^  tho  reconnaissance.  I'pron  return 
to  Enjlisi.  Airfield,  tho  ota.^eficld  was  laid  out  and  lo^dir.p  plans  establish¬ 
ed. 

30  April:  Tho  161st  Aviatia*:  Company  with  10  I'KID's  and  5  I'I!1B(A)'8 
and  tho  155th.  Aviation  Conpany  with  9  HMD's  and  5  CK1B(A)'3  closed  in  tho 
sta.pefiold  at  0730  heurs.  .'ir  Force  -'restrike  of  the  first  LZ  at  VR  C67C29, 
coinencod  at  0740  heurs.  The  f.rst  li*t  of  162  tmo  s  was  lrnd.cd.  rt  0F00  lours. 
Frost riku  of  the  second  LZ,  located  at  3d.  865796,  coircnccd.  at  CF10  hours.  A 
total  of  280  treops  were  landed  in  this  LZ.  This  first  lift  landed,  at  0630 
lours.  All  aircraft  Wv.ro  used  on  tho  first  lift  with  only  the  aircraft  cf  tho 
161  st  buinpp  used,  on  tho  second.  Fr.. strike  for  the  thin'  LZ  locatod.  at  BR  876- 
779,  eoir.cn ced  at  0940  hours.  A  tot;  1  of  442  troops  vie. re  landoi  in  this  LZ. 

The  first  of  throe  lifts  landed,  at  1000  hours.  Tho  last  lift  wr.s  cor.plotod 

at  1045  hours.  All  aircraft  returned  to  tho  stapeficld,  refuelled,  end.  stood 
by.  The  155th  w.b  released  tc  rotura  to  homo  station  a.t  1200  hours.  Tho  l6lst 
continued  tc  etanu  by  for  possible  reaction  until  1600  hours,  rt  which  tiJ.o 
they  wore  released.  Thoro  wore  no  incidents  during  tho  operation. 

3.  A  sutna.iy  of  tho  o;>o  rational  data,  is  listoi'.  below: 

a.  Total  missions:  1 

b.  Total  sertios:  412 

c.  Tota.l  troops:  372 

d.  Trtal  hours:  1 67 


A.  Logistical  Support: 


ju 
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e.  liission  requirements  force:'.  the  S-4  to  request  tactical 
cuorjuncy  lojisticcl  supply  to  supper  t  this  operation,  he  wove  r,  sufficient 
fuel  and  artunition  w«ru  dulivor'  c’.  t;  th.  ctc.poficld  on  tho  afternoon  of 
29  April. 


b.  Thu  fcllowinj  amounts  r  f  C1c.es  IIIA  end  V/.  were  expended 
c'urinj  the  operation: 

(1)  Cl.  so  IIL.:  15,200  ~;.l  JP-A 

(2)  Class  VA:  UOlt.  -  A00  rds 

7.62  -  450C0  rds 
2.75  -  150  n  s 
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ATOP-CC 

UinCRAKDK.  FOR  HSCORC 


26  April  1966 


SUBJECT:  Aviation  Tactical  Symposium 


1.  Background:  Ar.  Aviation  Tactical  Sy..‘i»3iu;a  was  hold  11  April 
1966,  at  Ca-ip  Folicway,  in  conjunction  with  the  Battalion  Commanders 
monthly  Commanders  Gorfe'ence,  The  ciscussion  was  directed  primarily  toward 
current  tactical  ain.iobility  concepts  within  the  battalion.  The  symposium 
was  attended  by  company  cor.r  ar.dcro  and  armed  platoon  leaders  wh.o  had  been 
given  an  agenda  for  consideration,  prior  to  the  conference. 

2.  The  following  are  the  subjects  discussed,  and  the  highlights 
brought  out  on  each  subject: 

a.  ussier  puniii:o 

(1)  For  a  one  company  operation  supporting  US  troops  the 
following  should  be  present  for  tiv  initial  planning  meeting:  ideally,  the 
aviation  company  commander,  the  operations  officer,  the  gun  platoon  leader, 
the  liaison  officer,  the  ground  unit  commander,  the  ground  unit  S-3,  the 
FAC  and  the  artillery  liaison  officer.  If  the  mission  i3  in  support  of 
ARVK  or  R01.  forces,  the  advisor  anc/or  interprotur  should  be  included. 

(2)  The  elements  of  the  operation  that  should  bo  known  by 
tho  aviation  mission  commander  boforo  tho  reconnaissance  are  tho  tactical 
plan,  the  number  of  troops,  the  typo  and  number  of  supporting  weapons  to 
be  r.ov^d,  the  time  frume  expected  by  thu  ground  commander,  tho  type  of 
preotriko  to  bo  oraployed,  tho  veathor  delay  accepta.blo  to  th*  ground  com¬ 
mando  r,  tho  enemy  situation  and  wl  cthor  r.  standby  or  extraction  is  plannod. 

(3)  The  reconnaissance  should  bo  conducted  as  late  as  pos¬ 
sible  and  still  with  adequate  time  to  effect  necessary  coordination.  This 
will  normally  bo  tho  afternoon  of  the  day  before  tho  lift. 

(A)  The  aerial  reconnaissance  party  should  consist  of  tho 
aviation  mission  commander,  his  operations  officor,  the  gun  platoon  loader, 
tho  FnC  and/or  artillery  forward  observer,  the  ground  unit  commander  (  ad¬ 
visor  and/or  interpreter  if  AIIVN  or  RUI.  unit)  and  the  pathfinder  torn 
leader  if  it  is  to  bo  a  night  assault.  Tho  oqvipncnt  for  the  roconnnisscnco 
should  lncludo  n  poltroid  camera  and  a  pair  of  blnoculr.ru  if  available. . 

Tho  camera  is  an  cxooliont  nemo  of  producing  current  picturo3  of  the  L2's 
for  uao  in  fcriofing  both  aviation  and  ground  personnel  concorncd. 

(5)  A  light  gun  tear,  should  bo  utilised  on  tho  aerial 
reconnaissance.  This  provides  the  gun  platoon  lender  an  opportunity  to 
become  familar  with  the  LZ,  tho  alternate  LZ  end  the  surrounding  terroln. 

It  also  providoa  protection  for  th...  roconrclssanco  aircraft. 
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(6)  Tho  reconnaissance  aircraft  should  not  circle  the  de¬ 
sired  LZ  and  if  a  low  pa.ss  is  required  it  should  consist  of  only  one  pass. 
Scvoral  aroas  should  bo  roconnoitorud  for  deceptive  purposes. 

(7)  Some  of  tho  nest  important  itens  to  coordinate  while 
in  tho  air  cro  the  oxact  location  of  tho  LZ  as  approved  by  both  tho  aviat¬ 
ion  commander  end  the  ground  connnndor,  tho  approach  and  departure  routes, 
the  bust  formation  and  direction  of  landing,  the  free  fire  zones  end  whore 
preparation  and  supprossivo  fires  should  bo  placed. 

b.  MISSION  EXECUTION: 

(1)  For  tho  company  level  nission  the  best  technique 
for  a  mod  escort  is  to  accompany  tho  troop  carriers  from  tho  pick-up  zone 
to  the  landing  zone  on  the  initial  lift  and  then  orbit  near  tho  LZ  and  wait 
for  subsequent  lifts.  This  provides  immediate  responsive  aerial  fire  supp¬ 
ort  for  tho  troops  already  on  tho  ground.  When  tho  weather  is  marginal  or 
tho  troop  carriers  have  a  short  turn  around,  it  may  bo  bettor  for  the  amod 
ships  to  escort  the  troop  carriers  both  ways. 

(2)  Thu  best  fixture  of  gun  team  seems  to  bo  that  cf  a 
heavy  term  on  ea_r.  side  of  the  company  fomntion,  tho  lead  slip  being  an 
II— 5  cyst  era  followed  by  two  K-l6  systems  or  one  21-3  system. 

(3)  It  is  gururally  "groed  that  door  gunners  may  be  drop¬ 
ped  on  cor.ba.l  assaults  wi"  Lout  losing  significant  firepower.  This  puts  noro 
ground  troops  in  tho  LZ  irf  lcoo  lifts,  subsequently  reducing  the  exposure 
tirao  of  tho  helicopters  on  tho  ground.  This  moans  that  the  aircraft. conn- 
f-r.dcr.  jj.lot  rr.f  c<-ew  chiof  must  bo  no ro^bbVorvajit  whilo  landing  in  the 

12  to  avoid  cw  >  '<%  email  trees  and  bushes,  and  that  tho  crow  chiof  bo  pos¬ 
itioned  on  the  rat  aide  d^or  to  the  formation 'flown. 

(d)  Thib  gun  ships  should  orbit  at  an  altitude  dictated 
by  tho  terrain  and  turrj  rround  time,  generally  from  A 00  foot  and  lower 
with  clirabing  turns  on  cross  wind  log. 

(5)  A  prestriko  of  tho  LZ  is  desirable  to  tho  aviation 
connandor  on  all  missions  where  such  firo  is  net  precluded  by  tho  friondly 
situation.  Tho  type  prestrilco;  air,  artillery,  or  both  depends  upon  tho 
terrain,  worthcr,  situation  and  resources  available.  If  the  prestriko  is 
to  be  conducted  by  artillery  it  is  generally  recommended  that  tho  first 
volley  bo  fuze  V.T.  to  catch  tho  enemy  out  cf  their  holes.  Thi3  should  bo 
loft  to  the  discretion  of  tho  artillery  commander. 

(6)  It  is  desired  that  tho  air  prostrike  bo  mado  by  A-1 
typo  aircraft  with  "hard"  ordnance  (no  napalm  cr  UP),  and  that  tho  A-1  's 
load  the  helicopters  into  tho  LZ  utilizing  20nn  on  a  strafing  run.  On 
secession  terra.in  or  tho  nature  of  tlu.  target  c/ill  dictcto  anothor  type 
aircraft  and  ordnance. 

(7)  luring  an  artillery  prestrike,  the  desired  tin*,  for 
lifting  the  prestriko  is  uither  30  seconds  before  LZ  tine  or  when  the 
armed  holicoptor3  are  within  rockot  range  of  the  LZ.  Tnc  degreo  of  coord¬ 
ination  tutaw!  tho  flights  and  tho  artillery  is  net  satisfactory  at  tho 
present  tine,  but  is  constantly  improving,  particularly  with  US  artillery. 
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(?)  Under  any  situation  the  aviation  commander  nust  htvo 
direct  comunications  with  the  artillery  for  control,'  of  .fires. 

(8)  The  airlift  nission  comander  should  bo  in  position  to 
see  the  pro  strike  end  nust  havo  the  authority  to  decide  whether  to  continue 
the  mission,  abort,  or  go  to  the  alternate  LZ  depending  upon  adequacy  of 
prostril  o  and  ground  situation, 

(9)  The  length  of  t!  o  prestriko  depends  on  the  free,  torrain 
am'  tjr-c  ordnance  available.  It  is  agreed  that  the  short  violent  nrcstrike 
with,  troop  terriers  landing  immediately  afterwarts  is  the  desired  procedure. 

(10)  It  is  generally  agreed  that  an  alternate  LZ  is  r.ot  ess¬ 
entia1  "r.d  has  onlj  been  used  on  two  occassions  in  the  pa.st  year.  The  decision 
to  u:;t  alternate  LZ  (if  available)  non '.ally  cones  after  the  first  lift  of 
troops  \  'Vj  been  dropped  into  the  primary  LZ  or  on  initial  lift  whun  the  pri- 
::.r.r'  LC  '.a  obscured.  Close  coordination  with  the  ground,  unit  corenrnd.tr  v.ust 

be  off.  •■■jjC  a.nd  ho  nust  concur  in  the  decision  to  use  an  alternate  LZ. 

( 1 1 )  Tho  best  formations  in  the  Central  Highlands  arc  deter¬ 
mined  rhe  sire  r.rd  shapo  of  thu  LZ,  however  the  best  formation  is  one  that 
is  oi'wprc. oi.od  from  J.ont  tb  rear  as  much  as  possible  and  places  naxinui 
number  of  troops  on  tho  ground  in  the  first  lift. 

(12)  Tho  host  altitude  between  tho  PZ  and  LZ  is  1500  feet 
l.SL  or  above,  if  possible.  If  this  altitudo  can  not  be  attainod,  low  lovel 
flight  is  preferable. 

(13)  Tho  weather  decision  for  tho  airlanded  assault  is  al  • 
ways  undo  by  the  airlift  commander.  The  wea.ther  decision  for  tho  air  prestriko 
is  nndo  by  tho  FAC.  Tho  decision  to  delay  tho  ALA  should  bo  na.do  ’‘s  lato  as 
possible,  but  in  tino  to  allow  the  ground  connandor  tir.o  to  oxocute  his  alt¬ 
ernate  plan  of  r.ttrck,  if  dcslrod. 

(14)  The  acceptable  daylight  worthor  nlninuns  arc  determined 
by  terrain,  enemy  situation,  availablo  supporting  firos  and  other  variblcs. 

If  the  air  prestriko  is  utilizud  the  dosired  weathor  ct  tho  LZ  is  at  loast 
1500  foot  and  3  allies  visibility.  If  rn  artillery  prostriko  is  used,  tho 
wur.ther  at  tho  LZ  and  enrouto  should  bo  at  least  500-1 .  This  is  a  sufficient 

c  ltitudo  to  utilize  the  cniod  holicoptors  and  observe  tho  artillery  preparat¬ 
ion  of  tho  LZ.  The  urgency  of  tho  mission  may  reduce  tho  acceptable  weather 
nininuus.  This  remains  thu  airlift  mission  conaanders  decision. 

(15)  how  level  formation  flights  should  bo  conducted  only 
as  required;  ic,  poor  wea.ther,  short  tum  around  tino  from  PZ  to  LZ,  or  for 
security  reasons.  Tho  best  method  for  low  lovol  navigation  is  to  U3c  cither 
a  C<C  ship  or  a  fixed  wing  ship  as  a  vector  aircraft.  The  formations  used 
for  low  lovel  flight  should  bo  tho  same  as  thoso  used  for  other  missions. 

The  arriod  ships  should  fly  as  close  a.s  possible  to  optimum  support  altitudo 
during  low  level  operations. 

c.  C01I1. AD  and  CONTROL: 

(l)  For  a  ccnpnny  level  operation  tho  following  porsonnol, 
a*  a  minimum,  should  bo  included  in  tho  CAC  aircraft: 
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(1)  The  Aviation  Ccnpony  Compandor, .  the' Ground  Unit  Conrr- 
andsr,  (Advisor),  tho  Artillery  LUO  and/or  FAC,  tho  Ground  Unit  S-J. 

(2)  Tho  CAC  aircraft  should  operate  in  tho  company  Uh'F 
not,  the  ground^  unit  a  FH  not  and  tho  VHF  net  with  the  armed  ships.  The 
troop  carriers  should  oporate  in  company  UHF  and  FIT  nets.  The  armed  hclicop- 
tors  should  operate  in  tho  company  UHF  and  VHF  nets  and  the  ground  units  FI! 
not. 

(3)  Tho  C&C  aircraft  should  bo  positioned  abovo  tho  LZ 
(off  to  tho  sido)  so  as  to  observe  tho  prestriko  and  to  control  tho  firo. 

It  cm  then  go  into  the  LZ  on  a  subsequent  lift  to  drop  off  tho  ground  . 
command  party  if  they  dosiro. 

(4)  An  alternate  nisaion  commander  should  always  bv  do»- 
ignatod.  Ho  can  bo  oithor  tho  platoon  loader  loading  tho  formation,  tho 
executive  officer  An  tho  rear  of  tho  formation  or  anyone  olso  as  long  as  ho 
is  jn  an  aircraft  cthor  than  that  occuppicd  by  tho  mission  commander. 

(5)  It  is  roconmcndod  that  tho  CicC  aircraft  be  a  troop 
carrier  (slick)  equipped  with  17!,  UHF  and  VHF  radio  capability. 

Tho  OIF  type  aircraft  can  boat  be  utilizod  by  tho 
aviation  company  for  narking  LZ's,  voctoring  tho  troop  carriors,  visual 
reconnalsuanco  of  tho  approach  and  doparturo  flight  routos,  and  in  tho  dir¬ 
uction  of  a.HiHoiy  firos. 

3.  NJgrt  Operations: 


a.  A. .'imjonnl  factors  to  bo  considorod  during  the  planning  phase 

for  a.  n^nt  v; eve: 

/, )  Ono  aviator  for  each  aircraft  should  have  an  instrunont 
rating  cither  fix.d  or  rotary  wing,  preferably  rotary  wing. 

(2)  All  aircraft  should  have  nocossary  instruments  suf¬ 
ficient  for  instrument  flight. 

(3)  Pathfinder  teams  should  bo  available  to  mark  and  light 

tho  LZ. 

(4)  Sufficient  moonlight  or  starlight  to  identify  tho  LZ 
if  (3)  ab'V.r  io  not  feasible, 

(5)  Previous  night  flying  experience  in  country. 

b.  Tho  desired  woa.thor  nininuns  for  night  operations  aro  3000 
feet  coiling,  5  nilos  visibility  end  a  visiblo  horizon. 

c.  Tho  typo  formation  to  be  employed  in  night  operations  dep¬ 
ends  on  the  size  and  sha.po  of  tho  LZ.  Tho  staggered  trail  formation  is  poss¬ 
ibly  tho  oaaiost  formation  to  fly  under  night  conditions. 


d.  Tho  best  lighting  on  the  helicopters  for  night  operations 
is  tho  nevigrtion  lights  on  steady  din,  with  tho  bottom  of  the  navigation 
lights  taped. 
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o.  Lighting  in  thu  LZ,  if  possible,  should  consist  cf  each  side 
and  end  to  show  the  general  outline  and  Units.  A  light  for  the  lead  aircraft 
would  bo  desirable  as  would  a  visual  glide  slope. 

f.  Tho  best  way  of  navigating  to  tho  LZ  v/ould  bo  by  r.  LF/lT  honor 
sot  up  by  a  pathfinder  toan.  Thu  nuxt  nost  dosirablo  nuans  of  navigation 
would  bo  b1'  a  voctor  aircraft. 

g.  Night  operations  aro  nuch  noro  foasiblo  in  the  coastal  lowlands 
than  in  tho  central  highlands.  Beach  operations,  especially,  offor  no  partic¬ 
ular  pxvblon  in  tho  lowlands. 

A.  lliscollonoous: 

a.  Tho  prina.ry  differonco  between  US,  DDK  and  ASVJ  forces  in 
conducting  ainiobilc  opo rations  is  cetnunications .  Thoro  i3  no  problon  com¬ 
municating  with  tho  US  forcos.  Tho  ROK  forcos  are  thu  nost  difficult  to  work 
with  since  tho  AHVN  forces  have  US  Advisors  with  whan  to  communicate.  All 
comun.rcr.tions  with  tho  noi.  nust  bo  nad.o  through  interpreters. 

b.  Tho  }V  Hewing  loads  ;  ru  rucomondod  on  combat  assaults  undor 
normal  conditions  •..-.'..a  full  fuol  loc.ds : 

aav  ROK  US 

UH1B  S  5  A 

UK1D  087 

Hoar  vy  be  ad, Juste:’  according  t  density  altitudo,  fuol 

1.  ad,  and.  the  rirv  t'.ho  PZ  and  LZ. 

c.  Lana  d  .  r  gunner  sh.uld  carry  400  rounds  .  f  7.62  ajnuniti  n 
oa.ch.  TLo  11-5  kit  should  carry  150  rounds.  Tho  Ii-16  kit  sh.uld  carry  1000 

1200  rounds  f  7.62m  per  tube  with  a  full  load  .f  rvekots. 

d.  l.ulti-c  npany  opovu&Looo  include  little  or  no.cff.ng0*  to 
procedures  onployod  during  ono  company  sizoc  eporati.  ns,  except  that  ccwiand 
and  control  is  a.cc  uplishod  by  tho  battalion  esnandur  < r  his  representative. 
Tho  ctmanfi  and  control  element  normally  consists  of  tho  battalion  commander 
and  his  S-3,  with  tho  sonic  r  conpany  cermandor  designated  as  the  alternate 
mission  c .'.man dor.  Necessarily  multi-company  operatic  ns  require  acre  detailed 
planning  and  coordination  to  insure  smooth  operations . 

5.  Conductor* : 

That  this  syncpslun  has  been  of  significant  value  to  both  batt- 
aJ.ion  and  company  ropresentatives.  It  has  brought  together  tho  thinking  on 
tactics  and  techniques  throughout  tho  battalion  and  should  help  in  standard¬ 
izing  operational  procedures  as  much  as  possiblo.  Aside  fron  improving  oper¬ 
ational  offectivonoss,  standardization  is  considered  of  utmost  importance  to 
tho  supported  ground  units.  It  f  cilit;tec  tv»ir  planning  and  improves  employ¬ 
ment  of  avintion  rosourscs  during  comb  a1-,  operations.  It  is  proptecCiiat  ’ 
similar  discussions  bo  conducted  at  lea.ct  every  throo  nonths.  This  serves  to 
updrto  tactical.  procoduros  and  will  help  to  faniliarito  newly  assigned  per¬ 
sonnel  with  thu  battnlinn'u  tactics  and  techniques. 
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$.  Conclusions: 


How  ncthods  and  ideas  approved  by  tho  br.ttrlicn  cc mender 
will  bo  incorporated  in  the  battalion's  Aimebilo  SOP. 


ROBERT  L.  CODY 
Lt  Col  Inf 
Comanding 
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SUBJECT:  Test  Aviation  Conpany 

TO:  Commanding  Officer 

17th  Aviation  Group 
ATTNi  S-3 

APO  US  Forces  96240 


1.  Tho  52d  Aviation  Battalion  vet  instructed  on  15  March  1966  to  begin 
t'  e  test  of  a  reorganized  Aviation  Company  (AML)  on  16  March  1966,  Tho  155th 
/  viation  Company. '(AML)  was  designated  as  tho  tost  conpany  end  augmented  with 
t!  c  following  equipment  from  the  170th  Aviation  Conpany,  to  bring  then  up  to 


the  desired  test,  strongth. 

a.  Aviators  ISOS  1981 

14 

b. 

Crew  Chiefs 

7 

c. 

Door  Ghnners 

7 

d. 

UH1D 

7 

e. 

Mechanics 

3  (service  platoon) 

One 

UH1B(A)  A/c  #38672  was  deleted  fron  the  tost  conpany. 

2.  The  te  st  began  with  the  company  in  support  of  the  3d  Brigade,  25th 
Infantry  Division  (Operation  Garfield).  During  the  test  porlod,  15  March  to 
15  April,  the  test  conpany  has  participated  in  Opcratior  Garfield,  Lincoln  and 
ha*  continuod  their  support  of  the  23d  Divieion  (ARVN) . 

3*  The  following  test  data  is  submitted: 

a.  Flying  Hours*  UH1D  1659.5  UH1B(A)  397.6  TOTAL  2057.1 

b.  Troops  Lifted:  10,328 

,  c.  Cargo  Lifted,  (in  tons):  321,5 

d.  Aircraft  Flyable  (Aver):  UH1D  20  UH1D(A )  7  Pet.  84? 

•  e.  Aircraft  Mission  Ready  (Aver):  UH1D  17  UH1B(A)  7  Pet.  75? 
f.  Personnel:  (Average  for  nonth) 

Aviators  EU 

Assigned:  62  208 

Transit:  2  47 


A  victor*  EM 

TDT:  1  4 

Leave!  1  1 

EHIF  (Hosp):  2  .2 

Present  for  Duty:  5&  154 


4.  The  test  aviation  company  has  participated  in  13  conbat  assaults  dur¬ 
ing  the  tost  period.  Those  assaults  havo  ranged  iron  platoon  to  company  size,' 

The  Landing  2ones  have  ranged  from  1  ship  sise  up  to  as  large  as  50  ship  size. 

The  formations  used  have  boon  varied  end  have  included  V*s  of  3's,  5's,  stagg¬ 
ered  trail,  and  Vs  heavy  left  and  heavy  right.  The  formations  have  been  dic¬ 
tated  by  the  sice  and  shape  of  the  LZ,  as  is  always  the  case  in  the  Central 
..ighlands  of  Vietnam, 

5.  Certain  conclusions  have  been  determined,  by  this  headquarters  with  re¬ 
spect  to  the  parameters  outlined  in  the  tost  directive. 

a.  Organisation: 

(1)  Are  personnel  and  grade  adequate  to  support  additional  air¬ 

craft?  The  personnel  and  grade  structure  are  deeuod  adequate  to  support  the 
additional  airoroft,  with  the  exception  of  the  service  platoon,  (boo  para  8  c 
recommended  changes  to  service  platoon) .  • 

(2)  Are  changes  in  TO&E  equipment  required?  Tho  T06E  as  nodifi  •' 
for  tho  test  is  inadequate  in  tho  Central  H  ighlcnds  of  Vietnam.  Eighteen  UH- 
1D  troop  carriers  are  incapable  of  lifting  tho  assault  elements  of  a  U.S.  rifle 
company.  Environmental  factors  in  tho  Central  Highlands  area  do  not  permit  each 
UIOL  to  lift  8  troop*.  High  density  altitudo,  restricted  pick  up  and  landing  \ 
zones  generally  limit  the  aircraft  load  to  an  avorago  of  6  troops,  and  this  is 
with  a  reduced  fuel  load.  A  aevonth  troop  may  bo  added  by  dropping  the  doo- 
gunner.  Assuming  18  available  UlUD'e  a  maximum  troop  lift  of  126  is  provided. 
Under  ideal  conditions  of  the  above  stated  limiting  factors,  with  minimum  fuel 
load  and  unrestricted  loading  and  landing  zones,  it  is  possible  to  lift  tho  139 
man  assault  elements  with  18  UHlD's.  Theso  conditions  seldom  exsist  in  this 
area  of  operations.  It  is  rocomodod  that  tho  company  be  provided  with  two  (2) 
additional  UH1D  holicopters  (one  with  crew)  for  a  total'1  of  25,  They  would  batbrok 
en  down  into  three  platoon*  of  eight  (8)  each  and  one  (1)  in  tho  service  pla¬ 
toon  to  use  as  a  wrecker.  With  25  UKID's  available,  the  company  should  be  able 

to  keep  20  (80jf)  of  tho  troop  carrying  helicopters  mission  ready  and  therefore 
be  able  to  lift  tho  combat  assault  element*- of  a  U^S.  rifle  company. 

(3)  Whet  is  tho  best  organization  for  Core  and  and  Control?  Th® 
company  has  been  organised,  for  command  arid  control,  into  four  (4).platoonn. 

Three  (3)  lift  platoons  ana  one  (1)  axmod  pltoon,  the  company  has  had  no  troub¬ 
le  with  command  and  control  utilizing  this  type  organization.  The  company  hui 
□ado  simultaneous  lifts  into  three  LE'a  end  tho  commander  has  had  excellent  con¬ 
trol  of  the  operation.  Qfcmcgpe rations  under  battalion  control,  this  company  has 
boon  responsive  and  easily  controlled,  Tho  extra  platoon  provides  greater 
flexibility  during  operations  using  multiple  landing  zones, 

(4)  Can  the  organisation  support  tho  normal  missions  assigned  a 
U.S,  rifle  company?  •  Tho  reorganized  aviation  company  can  o&sily  su;iport  the 
normal  missions  of  a  U.S.  rifle  company  with  tho  exception  a*  listed  in  para¬ 
graph  5(a)  above. 
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(5)  What  effect  does  tho  reduced  evictior  to  aircraft  ratio  have 
on  iaily  aviator  availability?  The  reduced  aviator  to  aircraft  ratio  hae  hod 
no  significant  effect  on  the  cor, -vinyls  ability  to  nan  thoir  nission  ready  air¬ 
craft.  In  order  to  completely  tost  the  capabilities  of  this  company,  and  de¬ 
termine  what  offoct  there  nay  be,  the  Battalion's  policy  on  avictor  flying 
tine  (i.ej  upon  reaching  90  hours  within  any  30  day  period  an  aviator  must  bo 
chocked  by  the  flight  surgeon  and  cloc  :wl  for  furthor  flight  duty,  and  that 
no  aviator  will  fly  no re  then  110  hours  in  any  30  day  period)  has  loon  set 
csido.  Each  aviator  going  beyond  these  s^cified  limits  has  been  closely  ob¬ 
served  to  preclude  endangering  the  aircraft  due  to  crew  fatigue.  ' 

b.  Thctics: 

(1)  Can  eight  (8)  UH1D(A)  adequately  perform  tho  escort  and  fire  v 
n-  rression  role  during  oonbat  assault  operations  and  other  special  missions 
:;-aigned  to  tho  teat  conpony?  The  company  was  directed  to  tost  tho  feasibility 

,  conducting  assaults  utilizing  only  five  (5)  UH1D(A)  's,  Five  UH13  (A)  hel¬ 
icopters  in  tho  escort  rolo  are  unable  to  provido  what  is  coneldorod  minimum 
essential  supprossivo  fire  sup]>ort  to  a  conpony  in  tho  assault.  Tho  covorago 
provided  by  a  heavy  gun  toan  (3  amed  ships)  on  the  one  flank  of  the  conpony 
,'oraa  tlon  is  adequate.  The  light  gun  teen  (2  gun  ships)  previdoa  only  approx- 
inatoly  70Jt  coverage  on  tho  other  fir:):.  This  is  particularly  true  when  lift¬ 
ing  troops  into  LZ's  accomodating  only  3-6  aircraft.  In  such  oases  tho  neod 
for  continuous  coverage  is  prolonged  oauaing  on  even  creator  problem  to  tho 
light  gun  team,  It  is  recommended  thrt  the  T04E  ljo  o hanged  to  reflAot  nine  (9) 
UH1L(A)  <s  authorized.  This  would  give  the  company  the  capability  of  heavy  gun 
toane  on  combat  assaults.  ’• 

(2)  To  what  extont  ore  present  tactics,  formations,  or  concopts 
changed  ee  a  rosult  of  the  test  ocr.po ny  organization?.  Tho  prosont  tactics, 
formations,  and  concepts  of  this  battalion,  have  undergone  no  appreciable  change 
due  to  the  reorganization  of  tho  tost  company, 

(3)  Determine  tho  extont  to  which  door  gunners  are  required  dur- 
ing  combat  assaults,  direct  combat  support,  and  other  combat  support  missions. 

It  ia  generally  agreed  that  door  gunners  may  be  ellninatod  on  onbat  assaults; 
that  they  should  be  utilized  on  both  direct  combat  support  and  other  cciabat  sup¬ 
port  nissions,  depending  on  tho  enony  situation  enrouto  and  at  the  destination;  s 
that  in  view  of  theee  considerations  a  reduced  gunner  augmentation  be  implement¬ 
ed,  It  ia  recommended  that  this  augmentation  be  twenty  (20)  coiners  per  company,11 
This  would  provide  one  (1)  gunner  for  each  UH1B(A)  and  still  provide  enough  for  , 
the  UIi.D's  utilied  on  nissione  other  than  combat  assaults.  It  is  believed  that  \ 
support  of  AHVN  forces  present  other  conditions  which  may  make  it  advisable  to 
c.-,-:loy  door  gunners  in  most  such  operations. 

(A)  Determine  to  what  extent  aviator  and  aircraft  availability 
io  effected.  Mission  ready  aircraft  availability  has  bean  effected  by  the  test 
company.  The  company  has  maintained  approximately  56  aviators  per  clay  -present 
for  duty  and  has  been  able  to  man  mission  roady  aircraft. 

6.  Determine  the  adequacy  of  aircraft  raaintetmnce . 

a.  The  test  of  the  maintenance  capabilities  of  tho  company  was  con¬ 
ducted  using  the  following  parameters  for  maintenance  activities.  .. 

'(1)  The  aervico  platoon  would  not  be  augmented  with  equipment  or 

personnel. 

(2)  Ho  special  attempt  would  !>o  nado  to  keep  tho  unit  at  100  per¬ 
cent  strength,  II  onnal  personnel  gains  end  lossos  would  remain  in  effect  so 
that  a  true  maintenance  picture  would  be  presented. 
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(3)  Tho  maintenance  tuav.-ewcr  expenditure  would  be  baaed  on  ton 
(ID)  productive  hours  per  inc’icidual,  seven  days  weekly. 

(4)  Maintenance  personnel  would  not  be  excused  fron  nonaal  unit 
details  of  activities,  l,e.,  KT,  R4-H,  guard,  etc.  Additionally,  those  duties 
such  as  notor  naintenance,  ammunition  handling  and  other  duties  necessary  for 
mission  accomplishment,  were  performed  ty  assigned  mechanics  duo  to  shortages 
of  other  MOS  skills. 


(5)  Overflow  organization  maintenance  would  bo  work  ordered  to 
the  field  Maintenance  Detachment . 


b.  During  tho  first  portion  of  the  tost  period,  extended  employment 
of  the  unit  in  support  of  Operations  Garfield/Lin  coin  caused  an  extremely  high 
utilization  of  aircraft  and  flying  V.  e.  The  total  utilization  daily  of  all 
mission  ready  aircraft  resulted  in  tho  lass  of  unit  ability  to  schedule  an  cf- 
fentivo  naintenance  program.  This  then  reduced  the  daily  operational  caixd'll- 
ity  fron  eighty  (80)  percent  to  fifty  (50)  ;l  rcent .  Tho  maintenance  steps  were 
filled  and  sufficient  i»raonnol  woro  not  on  hand  to  perform  work  on  all  non- 
flyablo  aircraft ,  As  has  been  stated  in  previous  reports,  overflow  maintenance 
was  shifted  to  tho  Maintenance  Detachment.  Tho  average  daily  organizational 
maintenance  manhour  input  from  tho  Dotacteent  for  tho  entire  period  was  approx¬ 
imately  li*0  hours. 

c.  Mission  requirements,  durin ;  tho  lntor  portion  were  reduced  some¬ 
what  which  allowed  for  effective  maintenance  scheduling.  Availability  of  mis¬ 
sion  ready  aircraft  showed  a  decided  increase,  however,  all  personnel  wore  re¬ 
quired  to  perform  at  maximum  productive  capability  in  order  to  produce  tho  de¬ 
sired  results'.  It  ia  doubtful  that  sustained  efficiency  or  satisfactory  main¬ 
tenance  would  be  the  rule  when  ;e  roonnel  are  continuously  pushed  to  the  limits 
of  their  capability. 

d.  There  is  no  requirement  for  TOAE  augmentation  of  the  supporting 

; maintenance  detachment.  Occasions  will  arise  when  a  third  echelon  maintenance 
'  acklog  will  become  a  reality,  however,  available  direct  support  units  will  be 
aavoblo  of  absorbing  the  third  echelon  work  overloads  during  peak  periods. 

e.  During  the  tost  period,  the  following  conclusions  wero  made,  in 
regards  to  maintenance. 

(1)  The  test  airmobile  conparj  connot  maintain  a  high  availibility 
rate  during  total  available  aircraft  employment  for  longer  than  two  weeks  with¬ 
out  suffering  a  serious  reduction  in  capability, 

(2)  Thorc  is  no  roqui"ci  vr.t  for  augmentation  of  tho  supporting 
field  Maintenance  Detachment. 

(3)  A  requirement  exists  for  augmentation  for  tho  service  platoon. 

7.  Conclusions! 

Tho  52d  Aviation  battalion  has  cone  to  the  following  conclusions 
as  a  result  of  the  data  compiled  by  tho  reorganized  aviation  company  during 
the  tost  poriod. 

a,  Tho  concept  of  tho  heavier  airmobile  company,  capable  of  lifting 
the  acsault  dements  of  a  U.S.  riflo  company,  is  agreed  with. 

b,  Tho  augmentation  packr  go?  to  tho  present  aimobilo  companies, 

sli -uld  be  tailored  to  particular  units  to  allow  for  variances  in  cnvimmental 
factors. 


i 


c.  It  is  believod  that  the  supported  U.S.  units  will,  in  time  loam 
to  appreciate  and  tailor  their  own  Standing  Operating  Procedures  to  the  enhanced 
capabilities  of  the  reorganized  aviation  company. 
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d.  Tho  service  platoon  of  the  airmobile  company,  is  now  organized 
is  Incapable,  of  accepting  tho  workload  of  the  additional  aircraft. 

a.  the  concept  of  the  roc’.uc.d  aviator-to  aircraft  ratio  will  present 
no  problems  ’to  the  reorganized  ain.ioh.ilc  con;  any , 

f.  The  concept  of  the  reduce.  aimed  helicopter  support,  i.e.  five  (5) 
UHl(A)  <•  in  support  of  a  company  size  combat  assault,  is  impractical  as  suffic¬ 
ient  suppressivo  firopowor  is  not  provided  by  the  light  gun  team. 

8,  Recommendations  ( 

a.  It  is  recommended  that  tho  reorganized  aviation  company  be  enlarged, 
to  twenty-five  (25)  UH1D  troop  carriers  and  nine  (9)  UH1D (A )  helicopters.  Tho  \ 
-wo  additional  troop  carrying  helicopter*  will  provide  the  company  with  tho  abil 
iijr  to  keop  enough  helicopters  (20)  mission  ready  to  bo  ablo  to  lift  tho  combat 
assault  elements  of  a  0.S.  riflo  company  in  tho  Central  Highlands  of  Vietnam, 

Tire  ono  additional  UH1D(h)  providaeutho  company  with  the  ability  to  koop  two 
heavy  gun  teams  (6  UHU(A) )  mission  ready.  It  is  necessary  to  have  two  heavy 
•un  teams  to  provide  ndoquato  support  for  tho  troop  carriers,  especially  when 
o’pc  rating  into  email  LZ‘s  as  ie  the  rule  rather  then  tho  exception  in  the.  Cen¬ 
tral  Highlands . 

b.  The  units  operating  in  the  Delta  and.  Coastal  regions  of  Vietnam 
generally  operate  into  larger  LZ's  and  with  lewor  density  altitude  than  dc  the 
units  in  tho  Central  Highlands.  It  ie  roer mended  that  tho  augmentation  to 
the  airmobile  company  be  tailorod  to  allow  for  variences  in  onvircnental  fao- 
tors. 

o.  It  is  recommended  that  the  service  platoon  bo  augmented  with  the 
following  personnel  and  equipments  \ 

2  Helicopter  Mechanics  67H20  E-5  ' 

2  Helicoptor  Mechanics  67M2Q:  E-4 

1  Technical  Ins  pec  ter  67K20  E-5 

4  Tool  Kits,  General  Mechanics 

d.  It  ie  recommended  that  the  reorganized  company  aviator  strength 
be  62.  This  is  below  tho  desired  1,9  (basod  on  25  UrflD’s  and  9  UlXi(A)  ’a) 
aviator  to  aircraft  ratio  as  stated  ir  tho  test  directive. 

o.  It  i3  recommended  that  tho  gunners,  normally  un!or  the  operatic nal 
control  of  the  two  organic  airlift  platoons,  be  placed  rtiroctly  under  tho  con¬ 
trol  of  tho  gunner  ■  platoon  sergeant.  He  will  assign  all  gunners  to  UHlD's  when 
it  1s  deemed  necessary  in  tho  interest  of  crew  safety  by  tho  operations  officer. 
Tho  gunnors  assigned  to  the  Armed  Platoon  will  r  era  air.  under  tho  operational  con¬ 
trol  of  that  platoon. 


s/ROlART  l.  CODi 
Lt  Col,  Inf 
Commanding 
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